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LARGEST SEED HOUSE IN THE WEST 


SHENANDOAH, IOWA.U.S.A. 


READ THIS PAGE BEFORE YOU ORDER» 


First of all, a prospective buyer desires to know something 
* = Ratekins Reliable? roete reliability of a firm and of its business policy. You 
desire to learn whether the firm is doing business for 


one year, or is working fo build upa lasting patronage. 
You want to know whether we will send you what you 


“3 order, and whether Ratekin’s seeds will grow. We 


realize that you have a certain. amount of money to 

use for the purehase of seeds, and you are after the . 

greatest possible results for this expenditure. Read, 

the first few pages of our catalog and you will get a 

glimpse into our business and know more of our 

methods. Be sure to read first pages, as it gives you 
our business policy. 


° That we are reliable, a 
Our ae to let strangers know our 


See we val tefer you to some of the’ parties 


| WHAT OUR ence SAYS OF US: 
THE SHENANDOAH NATIONAL BANK, 0808 20cRt, rsee, _ §M. GWYNN, Ass’ Cane. 


Capital and Surplus, $150,000. UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY. BES ye 
SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


To Whom it May Concern: It affords us great pleasure to say that we are and have been well ahd familliarly ac poms 
with the management of the Ratekin. Seed House of this place for many years; that the proprietor, Mr.J. W. Ratekin, is well known 
to us, and has had many years experience in the wholesale and retail mail order seed business, and by his straight forward and 
honorable record personally and in business affairs has built up a business in that line scarcely second to no other seed house or - 
firm in the west. We consider the house perfectly reliable and responsible. GEORGE BOGART, a 


WHAT OUR POSTMASTER SAYS: 


U.S POSTOFEICE, Saea ee Iowa, August 4. 

To Whom it May Concern: I take pleasure in stating that I have known Mr. J. W. Ratekin proprietor and manager of 
Ratekins’ Seed House, of this city, for many years, and have always found him to be straightforward and honorable, both 
personally and in business affairs. He has been engaged in the seed business here for years, and has built up a large business in 
that line, which is a credit to him and to the city, and has proven beneficial to the farmers of the entire United States. He has 
shipped large quantities of seed corn and other seeds to all parts of the country, given entire satisfaction to his thousands of 
customers so far as I have been able to learn. Respectfully, C. N. MARVIN, Postmaster. 


WHAT SHENANDOAH’S MAYOR SAYS: 


SHENANDOAH, Iowa, August ist, 1905. 
To Whom this May Coneern: This will certify that I have been personally well aquainted with Mr, J, W. Ratekin, 
proprietor of the Ratekin Seed House or this city for the last past twenty years and have always found him honest, honerable an 
trustworthy, and I have no hesitation in recommending him to the public or to any who may have business transaction with him 
and believe he will sustain any statement his firm make in their seed catalog or in other business transactions. 
Respectfully, C. M. CONWAY, Mayor. 


75 CENT WORTH OF SEEDS EXTRA 


Is allowed on each ONE DOLLAR sent 
For Seeds by the PACKET and OUNCE 


Thus, anyone sending us $1.00 can select seeds in packets and ounces to the value of $1.25; 
for $2.00, to the value of $2.50; for $3.00, to the value of $3.75; for $4.00, seeds in packets and 
ounces to the value of $5.00, and so on; or, in other words, we give you adiscount of twenty 
per cent on our prices by the PACKET and OUNCE. To illustrate— should an order 
amounting to $3.00 contain $2.00 worth of seeds in packets and ounces, you are entitled to 
deduct twenty per cent or one-fifth on these, which would be 40 cents, and you would 
“therefore send us $2.60 net; while should the entire order be composed of packets and 
ol inces, you would deduct 60 cents, remitting only $2.40 net. 


FOR COMPLETE INDEX SEE PAGE 72. 
Always’ address RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, | 


SHENANDOAH, ee eee Oa 
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we Datalsinl® Reliable: Seeds > 


Established in 1884; Twenty-two Years’ Successful Business, 1906. 


Greeting to Friends and Patrons: 


s 


WW’ TH THE coming and going of the seasons comes the pleasure of renewing our acquaintance with 

our many friends and patrons, and of extending to each and all our sincere wishes for a most 
Happy New Year, and may success and prosperity attend you and may good health be ever present. 

Many of our patrons, though living in remote parts of the nation, come to see us when convenient, 
but there are many who cannot. We would, however, gladly meet all face to face and greet them with a 
hearty hand-shake, but circumstances will not permit, and it’s through our annual catalog only that we 
can send you cordial greeting and most heartily thank the many thousands who have given us their con- 
tinued and able support and patronage for the past twenty-two years, during which time we have been 
growing and distributing our strictly Iowa grown seeds; the best that can be grown, to every part of the 
United States and to every country on the face of the globe. 

The twenty-two years since starting in the seed business has been a record of constant growth from 
a small beginning until now our mail order seed trade has become the largest in the west, and not second 
in magnitude to anything west of New York and Philadelphia. Reliability in the seed business as well as 
throughout our business lite has been our watchword and aim, and we have spared neither pains nor labor 
in the production and securing for our customers the best seeds that can be grown. 

WE KNOW THAT WE ARE DOING BUSINESS WITH A KEEN, LIVE, WIDE-AWAKE PEOPLE 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES, of good, sound business judgment, who are able to detect at once 
mere ‘“‘brag’’ and “blow,” and to place all such questionable catalog descriptions where they belong. We 
believe that the people want, not colored plates, not too highly colored descriptions, but the PLAIN. 
- TRUTH. This, we repeat, is our aim, to give you a “plain truth,’ easy to understand. We believe this 
“plain truth policy” back of our catalog and business is the correct one. 

We do not attempt to compete MERELY IN PRICE. Our aim is to EXCEL IN QUALITY, and the 
fact that in spite of fierce competition we maintain the largest mail order seed trade in the west is indisputable 
evidence that RATEKIN’S SEEDS ARE RELIABLE. Twenty-two years’ honest, earnest work, combined 
with unequalled facilities, enables us to maintain the truth of this well known motto. Our business last | 
season was the largest we had ever handled up to’ that time. This season we are prepared for a still 
greater demand. 

Our hearty thanks are due to thousands of customers for their recommendations to friends and 
neighbors ; such kind words have made possible the extension of this business to its present proportions. 


Very respectfully, © 


: . | Rei SOUS Ee, 


» 


January 1st, 1906. J. W. RATEKIN, Manager. 


BUY YOUR SEEDS BY MAIL 


You will be sure then of getting THE BEST SEEDS THAT GROW at lowest prices possible, and 
not old box seeds that have been hawked around stores for twenty years or more. All you have to do is 
to make out a list of the seeds wanted (writing each variety on a separate line), figure up the total at 
printed prices (if your order is for one dollar or more), by packet or ounce ; select seeds to the amount 
of $1.25, and so on for each additional dollar’s worth of seed by packet or ounce, select seeds to the 
amount of twenty-five cents, enclose the net sum, either by P. O. or express money order, dgatt or check 
in an ordinary letter, cash or stamps in registered letter, and your order will have our most prompt attention. 


Always address RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, Shenandoah, Iowa, and not individual mem- 
hers of the firm; this will avoid delays. 
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_ Suggestions to Customers 


RATEKIN’S SHED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 
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Order Early The best time to order is just as soon as you 

receive this catalog, as we can always give 
vour erders-more of our personal attention if they come in before 
the rush of the spring trade. Please use the order sheet, as it 
makes it more convenient for us in filing orders. Terms are 
invariably cash with order as we keep no bookaccounts in our 
mail order department and the expense of sending C. O. D. is 
quite large. Postage stamps received as cash. 


aware: slit; Weare located on the C., B. & Q. Ry., 
Shipping Facilities, the Omaha & St. Louis line of the 
Wabash Railway, and the Keokuk & Western Railroad, Shenan- 
doah being the terminus of the latter. Wealso have the Adams 
Express Co. and Pacific Express Co., so that quick shipments can 
be made to any town in the United States. Itis well to remem- 
ber that express charges are very much higher on heavy goods, 
and you should order them sent by fast freight. 


: > All vegetable and flower seeds, bulbs and 

Charges Prepaid plants, except those noted, are sent pre= 
paid by mail or express by the quickest and most direct routes 
unless ordered otherwise, and we guarantee their safe arrival. 
Seeds sold by the peck or bushel, field seeds, potatoes, imple- 
ments and other heavy goods are sent: by freight or express, pur- 
chaser paying charges. 


0 P H , Our constant aim is'to make the highest quality 
ur Frices : : : 

the first consideration, and next to put our prices 
. aS low as good reliable seeds can be sold. 


H We offer the following inducements to those pur- 
Discounts chasing seeds in packets: Select packets to the 
value of $1.25, send us $1.00; for $2.50, send us $2.00; for $3.00 send 
us $2.25 ; for $4.00 send us $3.00; for $5.00 send us $3.75; for $10.00 
send us $7.50; for $20.00 send us $15.00.. These seeds will be sent 
by mail post paid; but these low rates apply to seeds in packets 
only, and at catalog prices, and not seeds by weight or measure. 
We advise the formation of large clubs, and the above discounts 
will certainly pay anyone for some trouble in that direction. 

If you only want a single packet, do not hesi 
Small Orders tate tosend forit. We take as much pains 
to fill small orders promptly and correctly as we do large ones. 
Order Number Every order we receive is given a number, 
if you havean occasion to write us, please 
mention your order number ; it will facilitate handling your in- 
quiry. z 
We Gua ra ntee that all money sent us for seeds shall reach 
us, if sent by P. O. or express money order, 
bank draft or registered letter, that your order will be filled 


promptly and well, that goods ordered will reach you safely. 
Always keep a copy of your order. 


Special Prepaid Rates to Our Customers 


(Read Carefully.) 


We have a special prepaid express rate with ALL express com- 
panies, whereby IF express packages of Seeds, Bulbs, Fruit 
Trees and Shrubs are PRiGPAID here BY US, they will go at 
the rate of 2 ounces per 1 cent; no package, however, for less 
than 15 cents.” Thus 144 pounds will go for 15 cents, 2 pounds for 


| 


16 cents, 2 pounds and 2 ounces for 17 cents, 2 pounds and 4 
ounces for 18 cents, 2 pounds and 6 ounces for 19 cénts, etc., ete. ; 
44% pounds for 35 cents. . 
In addition to this ounce-rate we also have a special pound- 
rate whereby 5 to 15 pounds can be sent to any Adams, South- 
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ern or Pacific Express office in the United States for about 35 — 


cents, which is the lowest minimum charge on small shipment. 


where PREPAID in advance. This same rate will hold good ~ 


wherethere are TWO OR MORE express offices of any other 
company located at your place. Other and larger packages or 
shipments will be charged the regular seed or nursery rate, 
which is 20 PER CENT lessthan on regular merchandise, and 
same charges only will be collected at end of route asif prepaid 
here. But on allsmall packages or shipments, on which purchaser 
is required to pay transportation charges, we would ADVISE 
THAT YOU ALWAYS SEND MONEY ENOUGH TO PREPAY 
EXPRESS CHARGES. 


STAMPS. 


Owing to the magnitude of our seed business and because we 
spend thousands of dollars annually for postage stamps, we are 
in a position to accommodate our friends and patrons who may find. 
it inconvenient to send us money, or express orders, or drafts, in 
payment for seeds. We will accept postage stamps in payment 
for seeds to any amount from those who may find it incon- 
venient to send us the money in the, other approved forms. 


ABOUT WARRANTING. 


We thoroughly test all our seeds, and nothing is sent out 
which we do not believe to be good in every respect. Whenitis 
considered how many are the contingencies on which the success 
of any crop depends, such as sowing too deep or too shallow, 
too wet or dry soil, unfavorable weather, insects, etc., our cus- 
tomers will readily see that it would be sheer folly for anyone to 
warrant them to produce a perfect crop, and we want it plainly 
understood that while we exercise great care to have all seeds 
pure and reliable, and also true to name, we do not give any war- 
ranty, express or implied. If the purchaser does not accept the 
seeds on these terms and conditions, they are to be returned at 
once, and the money that has been paid for same will be refunded. 
No agent or employee of our firm is authorized to make any war- 


ranty whatsoever. However, we have so much confidence in our > 


seeds that we hereby agree to refill any retail order for vegetable 
or flower seeds free of charge should they prove otherwise than 
as we represent them. We know of no responsible seed firm 
in the world which guarantees seeds any further than this. 


. °° 
Prepaid Railroad Stations Many of our farmer cus 
road stations where there are no agents; in such cases we ship 
the goods to the nearest station to the prepaid station, as we 
never pay freight charges on heavy seeds unless charges are 
advanced. ; 


Market Gardeners ° 2™vone interested in growing 


vegetables in large quantities, will 
find Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds just what they want. Should you 
want seeds tothe amount of $5.00 or more, they are requested to 
send for our market: gardeners’ price list. All club orders are 
entitled to these prices. 


J 


SUBSTITUTING. 


Our stock 6Pall we list in this catalog manual is large, but 
with a mammoth demand and in view of the fact that it is impos- 
sible to foreteli what will be made a run on, it would be im- 
possible not to run short of some items before the season is over. 
From past experience we find that if is very unsatisfactory to 
substitute, so in case we are out of any kind of seed, we will 
RETURN YOUR MONEY for that part of your order, unless you 
give us full permission to use our judgment and send you some- 


thing that will give you as good or better satisfaction than 
what you order. Quite often our friends give us permission to 
send what we think will be best adapted to their locality, soil and 
wants. 
CHOICE, especially in garden seeds, where the difference between 
varieties are very slight. Of course we are not liable to run out. 
~ unless at the end of the season, as we have liberally provided for 
everything, and our stock is large and of superior quality. 


tomers live at prepaid rail- | 


We would suggest, also, that you name your SECOND — 
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VIEW OF GENERAL OFFICE. 


H Often do we hear it said that ‘“‘experience’”’ 

Our Ex erience is the greatest of all teachers. So im- 

portant a matter is the buying.of seed that you cannot. afford to 

lace your order in any but. the most experienced hands. 21 

EARS’ EXPERIENCE stands back of RATEKIN’s, telling them 
how to fill your orders in a manner pleasing to you. 


shits Doubtless most of our customers know just 
Our F acilities. what our place of business looks like, as we 
have published many illustrations of our buildings, and thisseason 
we show youseveral illustrations of different corners in our house. 
We will continue to-do this, as we believe it interesting to our 
customers, and we want them to know and see where their seeds 


come from, and the manner of preparation, etc., such as our- 
Seed Corn—we want them to know that every ear which they re- 


ceive is as carefully selected as should they select it themselves; 
and such-as Oats, Wheat, Barley, Speltz and Grass Seeds—we 
want them to know how they are cleaned, that everything is 
taken out of the seed before shipment; and the Garden Seed—to 
know whether they will grow or not. All these things we want 
our customers to be thoroughly familiar with, as we areinterested 
in them as much after they buy their seeds from us as before; 
‘we want them to grow bountiful crops and reap rich harvests. 


We feel that a word of explanation isin order 
Promptness here, as you will at once understand that the 
seed business is a business which is difficult to handle unless 
you have had experience in that line and have a thorough 
system, for the réason that it nearly:all comes at once. We are 
so arranged that we can execute ali orders 5 gear al and ship 
them the same day as! order is received, although many 
times we are compelled to work until the late hours at night, but 
we will not break the good record which hastaken years to make 


: ANOTHER SECTIONAL VIEW OF OUR OFFICE ROOMS, 


Showing cases where over sixty-five thousand of orders from our customers 


are filed by the most modern card system. 


Our Business Policy. 


Every great and successful business, if it is to grow and live, 
must,after all, be built up upon good old Bible virtues. Thisistrue 
of individuals and nations, and there is but one secret of building 
up a business that is to progress and expand, and that secret 
is HONESTY; and in writing our catalog we have made an effort 
to give our customers honest, plain truth, statements and de- 
scriptions. We know our Cabbage Seed, Onion Seed. ete., will 
not produce vegetables two or three times as large as seed from 
other seed houses, nor do we claim our Seed Corn, Oats, Potatoes, 
etc., will produce 560 to 1,000 bushels tothe acre. Those things do 
not exist, and no man will believe those statements, no matter 
who may make them. 


__ We have conducted _our business on honest principles since 
its very beginning, and each season our business has steadily 
grown, and now our customers number over 65,000. Honest 
business principles have done it,as shown by our customers who 
send to us each year for their supply of seeds. We arealso care- 
ful and ambitious to so conduct our business that people may 
always feel safein ordering Ratekin’s Seeds. Wealso want our 
customers to know and feelthat their orders will receive our most 
careful attention, and seed sent you of which there is none better. 
We do not say that our seeds are better than all others; you 
would not believe us if we'did;‘but WE Do CLAIM that we are 
extremely careful in the selection of varieties, and the growing 
and testing of all the seeds wesend out, and we believe no seeds- 
men in America are trying harder to give their customers seeds 
of high quality and germination than are RATEKIN’S. 


ANOTHER SNAP SHOT OF OUR OFFICE ROOMS. 


There are two cther office rooms in addition to these, not 
illustrated. 


—thatis, promptness. We wish, if convenient, that 
our customers would always order as early as possible, 
but if they are unable to do so, their orders will have 
our prompt attention just the same. 


We giveour personal attention allthe way through 
to our seed corn stock and crop, including the gather- 
ing, storing, sorting and drying. Our methods in 
carrying out this work are thorough and complete in 
every detail. 


are full sized and contain the 
Our Packet Seeds best. and freshest seeds, and are 
not to he compared with the half-size or poorly-filled 
packets which are so largely offered through the coun- 
try and by cheap advertisements. If you want quality 
and quantity, and splendid vegetables, always order 
Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds. Remember we pay the post- 
ase on all seeds at packet, ounce and quarter-pound 
rates. 


‘ By comparing our prices 

A Word About Prices. <i:n°ihoso or other rep- 

utable: houses you will find they are neither the 

lowest nor the highest. The fact is we have endeay- 

' ored to fix the scale of prices as low as possible for 

strictly ‘‘High grade” seeds. We believe that our 

friends want stock thatis strictly first-class in quality, 

at reasonable prices, and this has been the governing 

arouse in the making up of this catalogue and prices 
herein. 


It costs more to grow a crop for seed purposes than 
the ordinary farmer can understand. It requires ex- 
tra choice stock seed, special preparation of the land, 
special cultivation, great care in harvesting, drying, 
cleaning, testing, preparing for shipment, bags. etc., 
but any intelligent farmer will agree with us such 
pedigreed seed is well worth the price we ask for it. 
it pays to plant the best. 
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A Word About 
Our Prices. 


We have aimed to} 
fix our prices as low 
as possible for strictly 
“High Quality” seeds. 
By comparing the 
prices in this catalog 
with prices of other 
seedsmen, you~ will 
find our prices 
neither the lowest 
nor the highest. We 
believe our custom- 
ers want seeds of the 
highest quality, at 
reasonable prices, 
and this has been our 
constant aim, to sup- 
ply them with them, 
as no seedsman can 
sell you first-class 
seeds,sure to grow,for 
less than prices listed 
in this catalog. 

LARGE SIZED 
PACKETS. Custom- 
ers frequently write 

‘us that our packets 
contain twiceas much 
seed as those obtained 
from other seed houses; 

-yet, notwithstanding 
our VERY LIBERAL 

. PREMIUMS on seeds in 
packets and ounces, 
as announced before 
and later on also, we 
‘shall continue to put 
up the same LIBERAL 
SIZED PACKETS. 


OUR LIBERAL 
PREMIUMS. 25 
CENTS WORTH OF 
SEEDS EXTRA is al- 
lowed on each one 
dollar sent us for A SECTION IN OUR GARDEN SEED DEPARTMENT, 
seeds 0 Pa ae Where over twenty-five people are employed during our busy season. 
formation of large ‘ 
club orders and the above discounts will certainly pay anyone for some trouble in that direction. Should you desire vegetable 
seeds by the pound quantities, write for our wholesale price list, if you do not receive it. a 


__WE GUARANTEE OUR SEEDS to be of strong vitality, and that every order we receive shall reach its destination in good con- 
dition, and that everything shall be received exactly as ordered and true to name. 


Free Deliver D Mail We deliver free to any postoffice in the United States all vegetable and flower seéds offered in this 
: y y * .eatalog by packet, ounce, quarter-pound and pound, except where noted in our catalog. Purchaser 
pays freight and express charges also on pecks, bushels, erates and barrels, and on all farm seeds. REDUCED EXPRESS RATES— 
See on second page of this catalog. % 


Complete Office System. 


We have enlarged our office facilities, and now have one of the most complete office systems possible. When your order is 


received it is opened and carefully examined; itis then numbered, your name is entered in our record book, showing when we 


received your order and the amount and number of it. It then goes to our packing rooms, is filed and carefully packed. On the 


order sheet the clerks check off.all articles sent you. The clerks sign their name, also the date the order is filled and forwarded ; 
then the order is addressed. The order sheet is then returned to our office rooms and there filed according to number; so if you 
write us concerning your order, it takes but a moment to find it in our files. ca 


A Cordial Invitation Farmers, Planters, Market Gardeners and all who use seeds are invited to make our seed house a 
: : : * visit when in Shenandoah. We shall be pleased to show you through our establishment, and explain 
the workings of the various departments. We have nothing to conceal, and our best customers are those who know us best- 


Some of Our Customers. 


Arbor Lodge, Nebraska City, Neb., March 15th, 1904. 
Ratekin’s Seed House—Dear Sirs: Enclosed please find order for farm and garden 
seeds. Ido not enclose cash with order, not knowing amount of this size order. 
Kindly send invoice to mé made out to Joy Morton, Chicago, Ill., and you will receive 
your money from that office. Yours truly, 
C. KE. DwYER, Manager. 
Mr. Dwyer is manager of the Morton estate, in which Joy Morton, also Mr, Paul 
Morton, our Secretary of Navy, are interested. 


2g Alliance, Neb.. March 26th, 1904. 
- Dear Sirs: Please ship me by Adams Express the following: * * * * * Please 
mail me invoice, also statement for former shipment. Very ae 
. J. R. PHELAN, 


Supt. Burlington & Missouri River R. R. in Nebraska. 


Telegram—Kansas City, Mo., March 18th, 1904. 
Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa; Ship to Belvidere, Kan., via Santa Fe 
from nearest connection, four hundred bushels Sensation Seed Oats: 
CORNER IN OUR STORAGE ROOM, (Signed) F. ROCKEFELLER, 


Where surplus vegetable stock is stored. Mr. Rockefeller is numbered as one of the Standard Oil Co. ' 


es 


SECTIONAL VIEW .OF ONE OF OUR LARGE STORAGE WAREROOMB. 
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org sit mi ers “<- (Continued) ela 
of sides . Washington, Iowa, Sept. 3d. eh ‘ on, Lowa. 
“Ratekin’s Seed House—Gentlemen: We have had such wonder- Ratekin’s Seed House: The Queen of Nishna Seed Corn I 
derful good success with our oats which we purchased from you | Teceived from youis fine. C. B. CRUMPACKER, 
last spring that I have decided to try some of your winter fsanti County, Minn., Oct. 4. 
seed wheat this fall. It’s remarkable how they ran from. the Dear Sirs: The New Sensation Oats I bought from you made 


machine. ‘They were sowed on the poorest ground have. What about 40 bushels tothe acre; this year was a very unfavorable sea- 
is the name of these oats? So many of my neighbors want to | ‘son,too. Pleasesend me your catalog as soon as out of print. 


know, and Lhave forgotten. Yours, A. R. MILLER. Yours truly, I. MARTIN. 
4 ETON ’ Noxubee County, Miss., Aug. 11. 
Ratekin’s Se ed Prohad sContiomen oer rite piaihapae three Ratekin’s Seed, House: 1 wallow the German Millet bought 
years ago I purchased some of your Pride of Nishna Seed Corn, | 0f YOu last spring is aby oF Pace for a eT pleased 
and paid you $1.50 per bushel for it.’ ‘Phe first year I planted it Cby tna sitet OP. 9 Amara ee 
very late, and the water overflowed ‘Several times, and it made / pe phens County, Texas. 
the best corn. The second year I planted it and'dry weather Gentlemen: I am well pleased with the seeds I purchased 
struck it, but it was my best just the same. This year my corn | from you last spring. Send me your catalog 
land was principally bottom land and overflowed five or six times, Very truly, I. H. JONES. 
but T have the name of having the finest corn in this country Clay County, Mo., Aug. 6. 
without exception. _ Yours truly, J. BURTON Woop. ° Dear Sirs: Iam well pleased with the Seed Corn purchased 
se 5 beige OE “Catt County, N. Y., May, 16. : from you last spring. The Texas Rust Proof Oats purchased 


Ratekin’s Seed House. ate 4 m from you made a field of three times as much as other oats in 
Dear Sirs: We received the Timothy Seed and, we are well | this locality, and they are very nice quality. 


pleased with same... ...... Very truly, WILLIAM HAWKLNS. Very truly, S. F. CoLLIns. 
oeot se Dlro® ised sess MeLean- County, Ky., Sept: 19. Webster County, Mo., Sept. 17th. 
-Gentlemen: The Seed»Corn and) Garden Seeds i purchased Gentlemen: The seeds purchased from you last spring were 
from you last spring did ‘fine and Lam well pleased withmy crop. | good and have given perfect satisfaction. : 
4h 3 Very truly,» | CW: MuRPHY. Very truly, EH. A. Minevs. 
“WE WANT every one of our farmer friends who receives our It Will Pay You well toTake Orders for ‘‘Ratekin’s Reliable 


seed annual or who does not to be free to write us at any time Bs : : 
for any information ‘he’ may desiré regarding the sowing | Seeds.” Ask your seighbors to send with you. 


or planting of different seeds or grains, and we will always. be If you, are going to-btiy aidarge order of garden seeds in 


pleased to. Eve Bien ie pa ceaien Tee HaGent neh. oon re | pounds, and do not receiveour wholesale price list, WRITE FOR IT. 


write us. We are interested in every farmer improving his | WE.HAVE ALWAYS CLAIMED that, a satisfied customer is 
crops and increasing their yield. : the best advertisement, and during our TwenTy-Two YEARS IN. 
You Cannot Afford to pay out money for anything but reliable | THE SEED BUSINESS we will venture to say that we do not believe 


_ seeds. “Too much depends upon the purity and germinating | we havea single dissatisfied one. We have endeavored to make 


qualities of the seed you purchase to run any risk. The Success | every customer pleased by sending them. Reliable Seeds: that; 
of the season’s gardening will depend very largely upon_the | grow,and by always giving full, large-sized packets, more than 
quality of seeds you plant. Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds are thor- | you receive from other secd houses, : 

oughly tésted. ~ 
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The following letter from. Hon. J. H. Lipscomb, a prominent real estate 
dealer and large farm land owner of Kansas: City, Mo., is self-explanatory. 
(Mr. Lipscomb makes a specialty of buying and selling first-class Carin : 
Eastern Kansas and Western Missouri.) a oeghs ie a 


Read what Mr. Lipscomb says: 
J.H. LIPSCOMB, ~— Z : | 
REAL ESTATE, et ‘ 
306 Fidelity Trust Bldg., 
KANSAS City, Mo. 


: A= 
Arak, oe 


Kansas City, Mo., August 8, 1905. 


Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, Iowa. | 


Dear Sirs: I myself am in the real estate business, but am incidentally 
running a large corn farm in Lafayette County, Mo. Last spring I bought 
from you about $50.00 worth of seed, mostly Iowa Silver Mine Seed Corn, 
and I desire to say that your seed has proven entirely satisfactory. The 
crops growing from this seed look unusually fine. 

About two year ago I bought from you and had sent to my brother, who 
is a good farmer and good judge of corn, a bushel of “Silver Mine’. When 
he received it he didn’t like it; thought he had better corn in his crib, but 
he planted a part of it only. planting the balance of field with his-native 
sorts. It was all planted across the field alike, all same kind of land and 
same cultivation. When he gathered his corn in the fall, to his great aston- 
ishment your Iowa ‘Silver Mine” made very much the best yield, and he 
told me afterwards that he made a great mistake that he did not send to 
you for seed to plant his entire crop. = 


Very truly yours, 
J. H. LIPSCOMB. 


NISHNABOTNA CORN IS THE MOST 
PROLIFIC. 


Farmers Raise One Hundred Bushels to the Acre ina 


HON. J. H. LIPSCOMB. Small Section of Iowa. 


In southwestern Iowa is the natural and most favored home 
of corn—where it attains its greatest perfection. This is noidle 
boast. Theclaim can be easily established. The Nishnabotna 
valley is wonderfully productive. Bayard Taylor called it the 
garden spot of the world. The rich soil extends four, six and 
even eight feet in depth, full of life-giving qualities that make ; 
the monster crops of corn. Mark out a square of 50 miles east- . 
ward from the banks of the Missouri river and 10 miles south to 
40 north of the state line and there is not another such pro- 
ductive spot in the world. 

While there has been noregular agreement or organization 
among the corn growers in that section, yet there has been an 
understanding that has amounted toan agreement and which 
has resulted during the last 20 years in the production of a recog- 
nized type of corn that is almost perfection. It is the best and 
most distinct type of yellow cornin existence and is the great 
main crop for the corn belt. It may properly be called the 
“Pride of Nishna’’ Corn. This type of corn possesses a. marked 
degree of superiority over the corn grown anywhere else. 

There are localities in Texas and the Dakotas and other dis- 
tant states where an excellent quality of corn is raised from 
Iowa seed; but it soon deteriorates and a new supply of better 
seed from the Nishnabotna valley must be obtained. 

For 20 yearssuch pioneers in the seed corn business as Rate- 
kin’s and others in this section have talked ‘‘the breeding up of 
corn.”’ They have been laughed at for their pains but their ad- 
vice has resulted in the raising of unheard of crops. One hun- 
dred bushels to the acre is no uncommon thing. But such crops 
are secured only by careful selection of the seed and by amixture 
of brains with its cultivation. airtt 

Year after year these men urged the careful selection of the 
seed corn, advised the knocking off of the butts and tips, advised 
the sorting of the grains, the testing of their germinating power, 
preached pollination, illustrated the increased yield if a good 
stand was obtained, which was only possible if seed with full 
germinating power was planted, and at same time advised as to 
the cultivation of the corn crop. oe ge 

The Iowa State Agricultural College first had its attention 
called to the possibility of the great increase that could be made 
in the corn raising districts by experiments made in this section. 
INES Year after year it has experimented with the seed corn obtained 

Ve Si from southwestern Iowa, and ‘ee! after year the best results 

A NN have been obtained from the Shenandoah seed. Missouri Agri- 

goal oles bas found »the Bhenandpal, seed the. best. 

ebraska’s college has made the same discovery. re 30) 

Oe ee ee Tn Illinois a new standard has been called for with which to 

through our seed house; alsoshowing outlet of our large judge the superior sorts grown from Iowa seed. bozsel 

storage bins. South Dakota Iowa-grown seed has won honors, and indeed 

; two years ago the first honors at the Ames Agricultural College 

was awarded a South Dakota man on corn grown from Nishnabotna Seed, and that man attributed his prize to the fact that he has. 
secured the best seed obtainable.—St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 8th, 1904. 


- 


By the above it will be seen that Page County, Iowa, has made an unparalleled record, area compared with an other county , in, 
the United States, or same amount of territory covered in the wide world, and is justly proud of the name and banner she bears, 
‘The Kingdom of Page,’’ that grows the Greatest, Most and Best Corn in the World. 3 smrr 
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Our Seeds are planted in every country on the Civilized Globe. — 


WALTER BENNETT. 


WALTER BENNETT, 
Breeder Peninsular Herefords, 
CHATHAM, ONTARIO- 


Chatham, Ontario:—Sept. Ist, 1905. 
Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah, 
Iowa. Dear Sirs:—The “Pride of 
Nishna” and ‘‘Queen of Nishna’’ Seed 
Corn I bought from you last spring grew 
almost to a grain and made a splendid 
stand and is looking fine, with favorable 
prospects of an assured yield of 100 
bushels per acre. The seed I got from 
-your house was the only lot that.came 
through in first-class. condition. . The 
Seed I bought of you two years ago 
gave. perfect satisfaction and. proved 
all you claimed. 
Very truly yours, 4 
WALTER BENNETT. 


Killean, Ontario; Can., August 7th. 
The “Queen of Nishna’’ ‘Seed Corn 
bought of you has done well, and is the 
best corn I have seen in this locality. 
Yours truly, e 
MATHEW ScorTtT. 


2 In another place in this catalogue we have called attention to the fact that our Seeds are planted in 
every state in this Union and also in every civilized country on the face of the Globe. After reading the exagger- 
ated statements and claims made by some of the catalogue Seed Houses there may be some who may believe our 
claims made are misleading and unfounded. Therefore we may be pardoned for calling attention to theaboveillus- 
tration of a few, only, of the letters containing orders that come to us from all parts of the world during the season 
of 1905. So far as.they go they speak for themselves, but we could show hundreds.of others.of.the same kind if 
space would permit. There must be somegood reason for this extended trade, and thereis. It liesin the fact 
that our strictly lowa Grown Seeds.are unsurpassed; that our prices are right.and that we please and satisfy our 
customers everywhere, and we are more determined this year than ever before, if possible, to give each customer 
the best seeds that they have ever before had. and to fill their orders promptly and well. . While you may buy 
seeds for less money it is absolutely true that you cannot buy seeds of equal quality and merit for less money, 
while nowhere can you:get better seeds at any price than Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds Planted all over the world. 


A . +8 Hamilton County, Neb. 
Logansport, Ind. April ———— 
May 23, 1905. | Ratekin’s Seed,Honse: 


Bi ae ge Gentlemen—The seeds come 
Ratekin’s Seed House: to hand. all right, on-time, 


J. FE. DINNEN 


‘Gentlemen—The seed corn, | 224) 1 have always) had: so 


five different sorts; all ‘ar- 
rived O. K. andT find it first 
elass. Please send me two 
bushel more Pride Nishna by 
Pacific. Express. Ship at 


Once. 


Respectfully, 
J. F..Dinnen. 


much trouble with seeds I 
bought at stores that I tes- 
ted yours and they all proved 
as’ represented, and I. now 
have.no hesitation about 
sending you my order again. 
Put me down for one of 


your regular customers and: 


send me.your catalog next 
year. ; 


Respectfully, 
Lile Johnson. 


a 


LILE JOHNSON 
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SELECTED 


RM SEED 


A FARMER’S DELIGHT AND DEPENDENCE FOR SUCCESS 


We place Farm Seeds first, because in good and re- 
liable seeds lie the whole foundation of the crop, as 
well as the success and welfare of the farmer; the largest 
and most important interests of an agricultural country; 
for on the seeds you plant depend the results and pros- 
perity of the farmer who plants them, especially when in- 
telligent thought and experience are combined and well 
ditected. We come to the subject first for the further 
reason that we are especially strong in this line of seeds. 
We have had many years—almost a lifetime—of actual, 
NOT THEORETICAL, experience on the farm, but never 
an hour of observation from some comfortably arranged 
office, suitably furnished with cushioned chairs and other 
corresponding furniture, obviously to dispense informa- 
tion that we did not possess to the practical farmer who 
does the plowing and planting. Yes, we have been up 
against “the real thing itself” almost fifty years of our 
best lifetime—meantime with 22 years’ experience in 
the seed trade—and we have always felt that the nearer 
wé could keep to the practical, intelligent and experi- 
enced farmer the more valuable information we could 
gain; therefore we have always exercised every conceiv- 
able effort to keep in close touch with that class of 
farmers, and we venture the belief that we have gained 
more practical information through this method, and by 
a large correspondence with our customers than we could 
possibly have gained by a thorough course in some agri- 
cultural college, for we have had thousands of letters and 


suggestions from our customers each and every year, of 


practical Value where properly applied, with reference to 
all kinds of seeds and their adaptability in all parts of the 
country and under different conditions, including soil and 
climate, Thus we feel that we are in position to know, ab- 
solutely, regarding suitability and adaptability of seeds 
to certain localities, and we can serve you better than any 
Seed House to be found in the country; therefore, we give 
Farm Seeds a pre-eminence in our Seed Catalog over all 
else. We regret to say that there are many (“would-be 
seedsmen”) seed houses who have but a vague knowl- 
edge and no practical experience in seeds and crops, and 


Seed Corn 1s our specialty, and twenty-two years as 
breeders, growers and sellers of Seed Corn places us ina 
position to be of value to every farmer and planter who 
grows Corn atall. During this time we have doubtless 
zrown, sold and shipped out more Seed Corn than any 
yther grower, seed house or seed firm in the world, and 
that means more than all the catalog garden seed houses 
sombined, This means Ratekin’s Seed House may 
well be considered the GREAT SUPPLY HOUSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES FOR CHOICE THOR- 
OUGHBRED SEED CORN. In fact, we ship Seed 
Corn each year toevery state and territory inthe Union, 
besides to every county in the leading agricultural states 
in the Union, and we wish to say right here that our 
Seed Corn has given universal satisfaction wherever 
tried or tested and grown. , 

-_ All our Seed Corn is grown in this “great” Nishna- 
potna Valley of Southwestern Iowa, which is the center 
of the best: .“ growing district in the world, and which 


ED 


in making up their descriptive catalogs are guided only 
by those who have had more experience than themselves. 
But feeling thus equipped as we are, we fully realize the 
vast importance and value to the farmer(the man onthe 
other side of the fence), connected with this particular 
branch of our business; we beg to say that we devotea 
large share of our personal and careful attention to the 
selection of the very best varieties and the very best seeds 
that grow, as well as to the planting, growth, cultivation, 
harvesting and handling all the way through until sacked —— 
or packed for sending out. By reason of the satisfactory 
results obtained, and pleasant intercourse with our 
patrons and customers, we feel proud to have the honor 
to say that we have hundreds of customers’ nameson our 
order books who have been sending to us from ten to 
twenty years, each year, for their farm seeds; to say the 
least, we are pleased to know that people generally, as a 
rule, are not indifferent to kind, honorable and fair treat- 
ment, and we always take pleasure and pains tosee toit 
that no customer leaves us dissatisfied. We believe it 
pays from a business standpoint, for on this basis we feel 
justified in claiming that we have built upa trade during 
the last twenty-two years second to no other seed house 


the State of Iowa or in the West. 
P ri ces named in this department are subject to im- 
portant market changes. Quotations are net, 
and are not subject to premium or discount which is 
offered on other seeds. Clover and Grass Seeds are con- 
stantly varying in value. Please write for quotations, 
sending list of requirements, when in need. Orders sent 
us will be given the benefit of lowest prices on day order 
is received. Will take pleasure in mailirg samples and 
quoting inside prices at any time on large orders. 


Shi in In this department everything that is 

p p g quoted by the packet or pound is sent by 
mail postpaid; all large quantities, unless noted, are sent 

by express or freight at the expense of the purchaser. 

Prices named include bags, except on clover and grass 
seeds, and delivering to depot here. 


CORN 


has become famous throughout the United States for the 
wonderful corn it grows. The climate, soil and location 
here all unite and contribute to the most perfect growth 
and maturity of the finest quality and grade of Seed Corn 
that can be produced on earth. This Page County has 
an area of 22x24 miles square, has the unprecedented 
record of producing SIX AND A HALF MILLION 
BUSHELS OF CORN IN ONE YEAR, which is more 
than any one of ten other states of the Union produced 
the sameyear. Thus located, as we are, at the very foun- 
tain and best natural home of Corn, and with our ex- 
perience on the farm and in the field, as well as our 
extended experience in handling and shipping seed to. 
all parts of the country, we are brought to fully appre- 
ciate theimportance of GOOD SEED AND GOOD 
VARIETIES OF CORN. We have given particular at- 
tention and our best thought to this department of our 
business, and have made the selection and improvement 
of Seed Corn a Specialty, always exercising great care 
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to select the best 
varieties that have 
proven the most 
suitably adapted 


to a wide range of 
conditions and 
special localities 
for which we 
recommend them. 
Our recommenda- 
tions are not alone 
based on our long 
experience, but on 
the experience of 
thousands of our 
customers, made 
up of the most 
practical, progress- 
ive, and best farm- 
ers who have re- 
peatedly tried and 
tested our Seed 
Corn all over the 
country, from Min- 
nesota and North 
Dakota to the Gulf 
and from Maine to 
California; and 
when farmers 
plant our Seed Corn they may feel sure they are making 
a profitable investment, as well as getting our years of 
experience in study and experiment to bring these meth- 
ods of better seed up to their present standard. 


.- Improve Your Corn Crop 


Every farmer would like to have a good stand of 
corn. What is agood stand of corn? Most men would 
say that an average of three stalks to the hill is a good 
stand. This may or may not be true, A good stand of 
corn consists of an even distribution of the stalks over 
an acre of ground, and not an average of so many stalks 
to the hill. Six stalks in one hill and nothing in the 
next will make an average of three, and yet the results 
would be very unsatisfactory. I would rather have two 
vigorous stalks in every hill than to have an average of 
three all over the field with skips, making them from 
nothing to five. Many mistakes are made by having too 
thick astand. Too many farmers believe in “getting a 
- plenty while they are getting,” and for that very reason 
’ they plant thick and forget or neglect to thin out. 


Good Seed 


By good seed we mean that which has been handled 
so that all its germinating power has been preserved, 
aided by aconstitutional vigor implanted in the grain 
by a judicious selection, cultivation and environment 
that produce a pure or improved variety. This may be 
done by the common farmer, but is'generally best done 
by the professional seed corn grower. He generally 
knows better how to do this, and has the proper facilities 
for ois the work. This is a business or a science of 
itself. : 

_,The variety should be grown that matures readily 
in an ordinary season in your latitude. Remember, a 
small ripe ear of corn is better than a large green one, 
and with proper management more bushels of small or 
medium corn can be grown on an acre than of a Jarge 
variety. Most of the large yields have been made with 
medium varieties. 

Every corn grower should have access to three sizes 
of corn—large, medium and small. If the weather con- 
ditions are favorable early, plant the largest variety that 
will mature in your locality. If for any reason you are 
delayed ten days or two weeks, as is sometimes the case, 
plant the early or medium variety. Or sometimes it is 
desirable_to have real early feed; in this case plant the 
early first. Plantsome improved sort. If you do not 


, 


CORN FOR SEED PURPOSES MUST BE PROPERLY PREPARED-AND HANDLED. 


have the pure seed, procure it of some reliable seed corn 
grower. On the subject of good seed.the writer once. 
heard the best corn grower in central lowa remark: “As 
a bushel will plant eight acres, [ would rather pay eight 
dollars a bushel for good seed than plant the. common. 
seed asa gift.” Remember that the mere fact that corn 
will germinate is not sufficient... A stunted stalk ofcorn 
is likeastunted calf. It takes allsummer to get to grow- 
ing. There is also a difference in the constitutional ' 
vigor of different varieties of corn. Hence you will do 
much better to get your seed corn from some reliable 
seed corn grower. Good seed is as important as good 
culture, 


Principles of Corn Culture 


Select good seed; replanting seldom pays. Plant 
when the oak buds begin to leaf out. White varieties 
are best for domestic use. The yellow sorts as aruleare 
richer and contain most nutriment for stock, and adapt 
more readily to the soil. ULarge-growing varieties as a 
rule are late to mature and should be planted on the 
richest and most moist ground on the farm. Early ma-’ 
turing varieties should be planted on the poorest, dryest, 
most sandy soil on the farm, as such land is most sensi- 
tive to drouth. 

Plow sandy soil in the fall, harrow and thoroughly 
pulverize before planting. Clay soil as a rule is best 
plowed in the spring. Fall-plowed ground, if run to- 
gether by rains during the winter and early spring, should 
be replowed or soil loosened with a two-horse cultivator. 
Most ground will produce best if plowed deep witha 
little sub-soiler under the plow, or followed by sub-soil 
plow breaking up the bottom of the furrow. If the 
ground is too cloddy to pulverize with a harrow, use a 
clod crusher, which is a wooden implement made of 
three 2x12-inch planks, edges lapped and spiked together, 
eight feet long. Plant with’ two-horse planter, three 
grains in a hill, one and one-half to two inches deep. 

Early cultivation subdues weeds and keeps ground 
mellow. Plowing and cultivating wet ground, asa rule, 
will injure the soil, but the farmer who has much to 
plant and cultivate often cannot wait until all gets in 
right condition, but he can plow his dryest land first. » 
Such elements as unfavorable weather we cannot con- 
trol. A great mistake is that some farmers make no 
allowance for unfavorable weather, and farm too much 
land. All will admit that two acres well treated will 
yield more than three half treated or neglected. Weeds 
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have to be subdued to keep them from robbing f= 
the corn of moisture. A properregard paid to 
the destruction of weeds and thorough culti- 
vation will also increase the fertility of the soil 
by exposing the surface of the soil to the action 
of the elements, to be made productive thereby. 
Frequent cultivation will preserve a mellow 
condition of the surface, so that the moisture 
rising from below may be held until it can be 
appropriated by the roots of the plant. 

To do good work in corn raising there are 
other requisites besides ‘knowing how.” The 
most experienced farmer would make 
a failure of corn growing without the assist- 
ance of the seedsman to furnish good seed; and 
although most farmers save their corn seed 
from year to year, this, in many cases, is carried 
to excess, and frequent planting of the same 
seed on the same ground will account for many 
failures to secure heavy crops. But to the 
seedsnian, after all, is due the improvement of 
corn varieties; and the experimentation neces- 
sary tothe development of new and better sorts 
is dueentirely to the labors of the seedsmen, 
who are ever on the alert to produce or introduce 
what they believe to be improvements upon 
older varieties, Then comes an equally impor- 
tant factor in the production oi a profitable 
corn crop, viz.: the makers of the various im- 
proved implements which play so important a 
part in the tillage, cultivation and final stages 
of the growthand the harvesting of the produce. 
With the latest improvementsin plows, seeders, 
weeders, listers, etc., in corn growing—for this 
great boon we are indebted to the progressive 
implement makers. Many of their productions 
should be carefully studied by every farmer. 


Our Reputation and Future Business De- 
pend Upon Good Seed and Good Resulis 


We want our customers to be our friends. 
Some varieties of corn are better adapted to 
certain conditions of soil and climate than 
others, and we would deem it a favorif you 
would write us concerning your success or fail- 
ure. Thus we may keepin touch with, and become bet- 
ter posted for the benefit of our future patrons. Ifa 
purchaser procures seed from us, and for some reason 
should meet-with a failure, we may never know it, but 
we assure you that we are as anxious to hear from him 
as from the one who meets with success; thus we may 
be able to learn of his failure and assist him in avoiding 
further loss in the future. Those whoare successful we 
feel sure are willing to impart the information for our 
benefit and encouragement to continue in this GREAT 
WORK OF BREEDING AND IMPROVING SEED 
CORN. 


All Our Seed Corn is Tested Before Shipping Out 


Previous to bagging and packing our seed-for ship- 
ment each variety of Seed Corn, Oats, Barley, Speltz, 
and all other seeds, is carefully tested for germination, 
but we do not give any warranty, express or implied. 
We request that our customers, upon receipt of Seed 
Corn and other seeds, will immediately open the bags or 
packages, examine contents carefully; and if not found 
entirely satisfactory repack and return to us, and we 
will cheerfully return the money paid for same at once. 

We make tests repeatedly and constantly through 
the season, from the time our trade begins until it ends, 
and we never send out any seeds whatever that do not 
test 95 to 99 per cent good,strong germination. Seed 
Corn handled as is ours is cheap at.any price, and while 
it costs you but 25 cents per acre fer the seed and: less 
than one cent per bushel for the increased yield over 
common and doubtful sorts; why not try it this year? 


ed 
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SORTING, NUBBING AND BUTTING EVERY EAR BY HAND. 


How Our Seed Corn is. Selected 


We desire our friends and customers to become more 


familiar with every line of our business, and the follow-- 


ing will give you an idea of how our Seed Corn is han- 
dled: In the first place we have more floor space than 
any seed or drying house in the world, so far as we know. 
After the crop is grown we prefer it to remain in the 
field on the stalk aslongas possible and until thoroughly 
dried out by nature’s process, which is better than any 
artificial method known. This.year the weather condi- 
tions have been so favorable that every earof our seed 
corn has matured the most perfectly of any in our 
twenty-one years in this business. ° Then when the crop 
is gathered it is brought direct from the field to our® 
sorting house, where it is carefully sorted, selected and 
gone over by experts at the business, and nothing passed / 
but the largest, best and most perfectly developed ears. 
After passing the first man it goes to another and is 
again looked over; then from ‘there to our drying 
house; thus all the refuse, such as is not up to: 
standard in size, shape, color and quality, with all 
shelled’ corn, silks, husks and trash, consisting of 
two-thirds to three-fourths, is left behind and is shelled’ 
and goes’ on the market at market prices, much below 
the original cost of the whole, whilethe seed goes into a” 
thoroughly well ventilated drying house, suitably ar-— 


ranged for perfect drying, absolutely protected from — 


rain, snow or any dampness. Before shelling to send— 
out it is again:carefully gone over and the butt and tip. 
ends taken off évery one by hand and by experienced 


and expert men, leaving nothing but the best and ‘most 
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ears and grains for seed. Corn thoroughly ripened and 
dried out by nature’s process, if kept well ventilated 
and dry, will withstand as much cold and as low tem- 
perature as wheat, oats or rye without the least injury 
to its vitality, but if corn is immature, or cob not 
thoroughly dried out, or not sufficiently ventilated, 
there is no process that we know of that will preserve 
or protect its vitality to a degree that it can be relied 
upon to make seed corn or to grow. 


It Pays to Plant Good Seed | 


Every farmer knows that it pays to plant good 
seed. Every farmer should know that there is a great 
difference in seed. If by changing seed to a better 
variety you can increase the yield 10 bushels per acre, 
it means the payment of the rental of the land over and 
above your regular crop. An increase of 15 to 25 
bushels per acre is not at all impossible. The cost to 
get the maximum crops in corn is very trifling, indeed. 
A bushel of seed will plant about 7 acres. The plowing, 
pulverizing, planting and cultivating are exactly the 
same, whether you raise 30 bushels or over 100 bushels 
per acre. The only extra labor is in harvesting, a task 
that is always gladly performed. 
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We Grow All Our Corn for Seed Purposes 


In regard to our Seed Corn would say itisall grown 
by us in this immediate vicinity under special contract 
and under our special supervision. We furnish the seed 
stock for the planting of the crop, which is all grown 
by us under the most scientific methods known for grow- 
ing and improving pure bred seed corn and varieties. 
We had crops the past season aggregating about seven 
thousand acres that we grew especially for seed pur- 
poses and we are pleased to say and assure you that we 
have for the season of 1906 the Best Supply of Seed 
Corn ever before offered by any grower, Seed House 
or Seed Firm in the world, and with our extended 
facilities and equipment for handling, drying, sorting, 
storing, nubbing and butting, shelling and cleaning, 
are not equalled by any other seed house in the world. 
This, however, does not imply but what it costs more 
to raise an acre of corn for seed purposes than it does 
for market or feeding, because it requires extra choice 
seed stock, special preparation of the land, special culti- 
vation, great care in harvesting, cleaning, testing, pre- 
paring for shipment, bagging, etc., which all goes to 
make the seed of the best quality, and is worth much 
more than we ask for it. Poor seed, poor crop; with 
good seed, half the crop is made to start with. Change 
your seed this season. 


To the Man Who Plants the Corn 


During our twenty-two years experience growing 
and selling seed corn asa specialty, we have observed 
many freaks, as well as fakes and fakirs, who have ap- 
peared from time to time and advertised and offered 
.-seed corn for sale. Usually they were never before 
heard of, and would never after be known except for 
the injury they have done to those who patronized 
them, These fellows usually offer great inducements in 
the way of cheap prices; “just as good as anybody’s 
seed,” etc., etc. This brings us to the point where we 
‘venture to say that cheap and inferior seeds can always 
‘be bought at cheap and reduced prices, but they are 
‘not only dear at any price, even asa gift, but are always 
‘ruinous to the man who plants them. We have had a 
‘thousand farmers tell us and write us their experience 
‘with regard to results of their crops from seed bought 
‘of these fakirs; saying that their seed in many cases had 
‘cost them from $10, $20, $30 and as high as $40 per 
ibushel in the results of their crops. Since one bushel 
‘of good seed corn will plant about seven to eight acres, 
‘this statement is not at all unreasonable. By the loss 
cof one-fourth to half crop or yield they would have ob- 


AN EXHIBIT IN OUR SEED HOUSE OF DIFFERENT VARIETIES 
OF CORN GROWN BY US. 


tained from good seed of good varieties, they lost more 
than enough to have paid for good seed at $25 per 
bushel. 

We cannot and do not undertake to compete in 
price with anyone, but first try to make the best quality 
of seed that can be produced at any price; then fix our 
prices in harmony with the cost of producing such 
seed. All our seed is carefully sorted and selected and 
nothing but largest and best ears used for seed, and 
each and every ear is carefully examined as to vitality, 
and butt and tip ends taken off before shelling and 
sending out. It is seed corn, not mixed sorts of eleva- 
tor corn for seed. 

In addition to what we have already said, allow us 
to suggest that when you buy your seed corn from us 
you know somewhere within a thousand miles of where 
your seed. was grown, which of itself ought to be of 
some interest to the ‘‘man who plants the corn.’’ 


The Value of Changing Seed Corn 


Have you ever stopped to think that you may not. 
be growing just the right sort of corn, and that, with 
the same amount of energy you are now expending in 
raising your crop, you may increase your yield five, 
ten, fifteen, twenty or more bushels per acre by getting 
our pure bred seed corn, and that every additional 
bushel of corn you produce is just that much added profit 
to your year’s business? Thousands of intelligent and 
progressive farmers have enjoyed the experience of 
enormously increased crops just from a change from 
medium seed to the best. One variety of seed planted 
in a locality runs out in a little while, and, just like 
stock, the best results can only be obtained from plant- 
ing new and fresh seed, getting greater germinating and 
producing power. Itis easy to “make your brains save 
your heels” by exercising the judgment and intelligence 
which the Creator has given you and which He intends 
that you should use; your profits will be many fold 
greater and your work will be exactly the same, except 
in the harvesting of the crop, 


Successful Corn Growing. 


In conclusion, itis said that *the result of warfare de- 
pends very largely upon the men behind the guns,” 
This is equally true of every other human endeayor, 
The successful growing of a corn crep is no exception, 
“He that by the plow would thrive must either hold 
or drive,” is as true as it is old. 

Any one can grow corn after a fashion, but, for the 
best results aside from proper weather and climatic con- 
ditions, there are four other essential elements, all of 
about equal importance, that must be combined in 
order that success may be assured. They are a good 


farmer, good soil, good seed, and good culture. . 
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srt: SRATEKIN’S YELLOW DENT’? is of a strong, 
Description robust character ; grows off vigerously from the 
start; stalk medium height, and is very thick, heavy and sturdy, 
with broad, heavy blades which help to protect and mature the 
heavy crop it grows. The roots are very heavy and run down 
deep into the ground, thus making it one of the greatest drouth 
resisters in existence. It has been bred with an eye single to the 
elimination of all barren stalks, and each and every stalk bears 
one or more good large well-developed-ears running from 9 to 11 
inches long, with 16 to 22 rows-of deep, solidly-set grains on a 
small red cob. The color is a golden yellow, and with the uni- 
formity in size and color, makes it very attractive. The ears are 
-about the same size and shape as our Iowa Silver-Mine, except 
more solid on. the cob, and.matures safely and soundly in any 
county in Iowa, or that latitude, in 90 to 100days, and as before 
stated, we regard this corn as being one of the best all-round 


varieties for general purposes that has ever been introduced and 


feel sure that it will become one of the most notable leading 
varieties in existence. Price: pkt., 5c; lb., 30c; 3 lbs., 75c; 
7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.25; sent postpaid to any 
postoffice in the United States on receipt of price. By 
freight or express at expense of purchaser, per pk., 90c; 
¥% bu., $1.75; bu., $3.00; 2 bu. or more, $2.75 per bu.; 5 
bu. or more, $2.60 per bu., sacks included; crated in ear, 
% bus, $2.25; 1 bu., $4,00. 


Page County, Iowa, Dec: 2. 

Ratekin's Seed House, Shenandoah, lowa: I havejust finished 
gathering my corn and am pleased. to say to you, that my field of 
50 acres of Ratekin’s Yellow Dent planted from your seed has 
made an average 
yield of 110bushels 
to the acre by 
actual weight, 
which is the best 
yield knowninmy 
territory. I plant- 
ed this. corn May 
2nd—and it was 
soundly matured 
long before frost, 
and I am pleased 
to say in my fifty 
years farming 
and raising corn, 
never saw corn 
that equaled 
“Ratekin’s Yel- 
low Dent,’ for 
early, large eared 
corn. Very truly, 
ABRAHAM 

MERRITT. 


The eleven bush- 
els ‘Pride of Nish- 
na”’ seed corn I got 
from you grew al- 
most to a grain; | 
made a. splendid 
erop; hundreds of 
the ears were a 
foot long. Shall 
send you an order 
for what seed I 
want later .— 
JEROME BAR> 
NEEL, Saunders 
Co . Neb. : 


ABRAHAM MERRITT. 


RATEKIN’S SEED, HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. iS; 


Like stock breeding, corn breeding and growing have brough} 
about marvels in possibilities of yields and development of cory 
during the past ten years. The ordinary farmer will, however, 
never turn hisclose, careful attention to the breeding of corn any 
more than he does now to fancy stock breeding, but will turn to 
the seed specialist, same as he does to the importer and breeder 
of fine horses and cattle, and will secure from him new and im- 
proved strains for his practical and general use. For these 
reasons the past ten years have stimulated the specialist to his 
best, Which has been the means of bringing out many new and 
improved varieties. In our extended experience we have received 
samples and specimens from all parts of the country, many of 
them, however, of little merit or value, but some of so marked 
characteristics that we have found it well worth while to give 
them a thorough trial, and to send out samples gratuitously to 
a large number of our customers to be tested over a wide latitude 
in order to better demonstrate their real value. In this search 
and experience for an ideal variety of yellow corn for general 
field and crop purposes we believe we now have, and are offering 
a variety of corn. which we haye named “RATEKIN’S YELLOW 
DENT.” We have given it our name because we have the utmost 
confidence that it will prove to be the BEST YELLOW DENT: 
CORN EVER OFFERED or introduced, and for the further 
reason that it comes nearest our ideal in yellow corn of anything 
we nave ever found, and we havetried hundreds of so-called new 
varieties. 5 : : 


I have received catalog. and have talked with my neighbor, 
Mr. Huggins, who bought seed ‘‘Pride of Nishna’’ from you last 
year, who recommends you very highly. Inclosed find order and 
money for ten bushels ‘Pride. of Nishna.’’—P. M. GRUBB, Ells- 
worth Co., Kan. 


; Warren County, Ill.; Jan. 1. 
The Ratekins’ Yellow Dent. I,purchased from you last spring 

proved first-class and gave me excellent results. 

W. V. R. Lupwie. 


Moniteau County, Missouri, Dec. 5. 

The Ratekins’ Yellow Dent I'bought of you last spring gave 
me the most profitable results I ever had, it’matured well 
and averaged a yield far in excess of native sorts. 

' V. D. DEIKEN. 


“Pride of Nishna” got from you made fine stand; yielded 20 
bushels more per acre than any corn I planted.—A. MANSFIELD, 
Harrison County, lowa. 


“Pride of Nishna’’ obtained from) yow was all right and a. 
svlendid, variety.—Hon. C. H.. BrrrxHe, Elk Creek, Johnscy 
County, Neb.; 


‘“‘Pride of Nishna’’ is all right; so is the farmer who plants if 
My crop from your seed averaged 74 bushels per acre.—JERRY 
MCWILLIAMS, Otoe County, Neb. 


‘Pride of Nishna” seed corn planted May 4th matured 
soundly and made average yield of 77 bushels per acre.—J AMES 
CARPENTER, Lion County, lowa. , 

‘Pride of Nishna” seed corn bought from you planted May 
19th; matured soundly in 100 days, and made yield of 100 bushels. 
—E. C. Brest, McHenry County, Wis. 

“Pride of Nishna” planted May 25th; matured September 
15th; best corn in this part of state—A. D. BULLARD, Rock 


ty, Wis. - 
Couns eA ield of 64 bushels, and your*‘Sil- 


“Pride of Nishna,’”? made a 
ver Mine’ 65; am well pleased ; shall want two or three bushelsof 
Adair Co., lowa. 


your other varieties.—W. A. STARK, 
“Pride of Nishna” seed,corn got from you done fine, matured 
well; yielded an average of 72 bushels per acre.—J. R. SHEARON, 
Union County, So. Dakota. IS JOG s2 are?. 


“ 


Git RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. Bae i, 


- RATEKIN’S PRIDE OF NISHNA | 


sé atin Devs : : ”” This famous variety of yel- 

Ratekin S Pride of Nishna. low corn was ere enea ey 
us here in the Nishna Valley of Southwestern Iowa, in 1884, in 
one of the richest and finest corn producing districts and locali- 
ties for corn in the world.. In fact this Page county bears a 
world’s record for producing more corn, area considered, than 
any other spot on the green earth. Since the origin of this corn 
by us, our seed stock has always been carefully selected after 
the parent stock and has been so carefully bred that it would 
seem to be almost perfection itself. Im fact we scarcely believe 
it possible fora human being to get a higher type of perfection 
by breeding from the finest specimens. The type is fixed, color 
uniform and viewing it from every standpoint we cannot see 
where.it could-be improved upon for an all-round field corn for 


general purposes. Its greatest merit lies in always producing 


the largest yield of the soundest and best corn that can be pro- 
duced. anywhere in 95 to 100 days. Expert corn growers pro- 
nounce it ‘‘a perfect all-round field corn for feeding and for market, 
for size, for yield and for quality of corn.” 


Pepintt Stalk is strong and vigorous, with dark, heavy 
Description foliage; with a deep heavy root, and is of great 
vitality, withstanding drouth. and other unfavorable conditions 
toa wonderful degree. One of the most marked characteristics 
of this corn, developed from careful breeding and selection, is 
that itis free from any barren stalks and that every stalk bears 
at least one good-sized, well-developed ear, - 
and many of them two, thereby materially 
increasing .the yield from 30. to 50 per 
cent over ordinary common varieties. The 
ears are very uniform in size and appear- 
ance, alsoin color, which is a beautiful gold- 
en yellow; ears measure about 7 inches in 
circumference, and range from 9 to 11 
inches in length, many of them running a 
foot long, with from 16 to 24 rows of deep, 
rugged grains solidly set on medium SMALL 
cob. . This.corn is undoubtedly the earliest 
medium-large-eared corn in existence, and 
will mature safely beyond danger of frost 
in from 90 to 100 days from planting time. 
Since the origin of this corn our supreme 
and paramount purpose has been to pro- 
duce a fixed type of large-eared early that 
would produce and mature the largest 

ield of good sound corn in the shortest 
ength of time, and in this we feel proud to 
congratulate ourselves and our thousands 
of customers; for we have received more 
than ten thousand unsolicited letters froin 
farmers, who have bought and planted our 
seed all over the country wherever corn is 
rown, during the last ten years, all uni- 
ormly extolling it as the largest yielder; 
the earliest to mature; the uniformity of 
the ear; its vitality to withstand drouth 
and other unfavorable conditions, and in 
fact being the best all-round yellow dent . 
field corn in existence. It is likea vigorous 
young horse, full of blood, strong and vig- 
orous, bred for a certain purpose. 


The halftone cut on this page was made 
from a photograph and is a reproduction, 
exact, from a basket of select ears of this 
corn, none of which measured less than 
twelve inches long and some even more. 


If you want a golden yellow corn for 
feeding purposes it is the corn to plant; it’s 
the best cattle corn in the world, superior 
in strength and flesh producing qualities to 
any other sort, and we hope every farmer 
in the land that plants corn will try at 
least a part of his crop to ‘‘Pride of Nishna.”’ 
We cannot too highly recommend it, and 
ean assure all that it will not disappoint 
your best expectations. Price, pkt., 5c; 
sample ears, 25c; 1b., 25c;3 Ibs., 60e; 
7 lbs. (will plant one acre), $1.00. By 
freight or express: Pk., 40c; % bu., 
75c; bu., $1.25; 2 bu. and over, $1.30; 
10 bu. andiover, $1.25 per bu. Sacks 
included. Crated,inear, 1 bu., $2.50; 
10 bu. or more, $2.25 per bu. ony 


Write for Special Quotations on Larger 
Quantities. 


Marion County, Mo. 


~ The seed. corn ordered from you arrived 
yesterday, and we are very much pleased 
with it. Never seen finer:seed corn, and I 
shall not feel ashamed to show it to my 


neighbors. Please accept thanks for 
promptness,' 
* (S85 Respectfully, 

R. L. Smith. 


CERTIFICATE 


_ We are originators and introducers of the Pride of 
Nishna yellow dent corn and headquarters for the genuine 
seed. Because some other parties have sold other varieties 
under this name and given this variety other names, thus 
causing confusion, doubt, and frequently disappointment in 
the crops, we have decided to send a certificate of genuine- 
ness to each purchaser of Pride of Nishna corn from us. 

_ We are determined to protect the name and fame of 
this grand variety, and caution all purchasers to obtain their 
seed from us. Hachcertificate will bear our name and brand 
as follows: RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, 

By J. W. RATEKIN. 


Knox County, Ill. 
Enclosed find money order for which send seeds below named 
by freight. The “Pride of Nishna’’ received from you last year 
made a very large yield of fine, weli matured corn. The Russian 
Malakoff winter wheat done well, making an average yield of 
28 bushels per acre, while other varieties beside of it half winter 


killed and made but about 10 bushels per acre, and that very 
The Malakoff showed nosigns of winter 
Yours truly, 


poor and shrunken. 


kill or of rust. George A. Charles. 


A BASKET OF “PRIDE OF NISHNA,” SHOWING HOW WE NUB AND BUTT OUR SEED CORN 


14 RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


Lewis, Cass County, Iowa, , 
ee February 1.'. - 
Ratekin’s Seed House:—I am . 
just in receipt of your cat- - 
alogue, and have looked over - 
your deductions with regard © 
-to Seed Corn and Corn Grow- - 
ing, and think them perfect. © 
We planted 15 acres to your © 
‘Pride of Nishna” and ‘Towa . 
Silver Mine’”’ last season, on : 
clover sod, fall plowed, and ‘ 
have just completed gather- 
ingit. It made the largest : 
yield that I have ever ob- 
tained in all my years of ex- - | 
perience in corn growing. . 
On five acres which we meas-~- 
ured and weighed the yield — 
was 103% BUSHEES PER 
ACRE andthe remair#er of — 
the field was equally as‘good. . 
The corn measured Was” 
“Pride of Nishna,’’ yellew;~> 
but the whole field was #he - 
finest piece of corn I ever~ 
saw. My health is comfor%-~' 
ably good for one of my agé= 
and one who has suffered in-- 
tensely for most of the time 
during the last two years. 
I am, however, still able, al- _ 
HON. OLIVER MILLS. most at my 84th birthday, to 
‘ look after my affairs, with - 
good help to carry out details. With kind regards, I am, sincerely yours, 
OLIVER MILLs. 


“Pride of Nishna” gotten from you made 74 bushels per acre, 20 bushels 
better than from my best sorts.—S. L. Boyd, Lucas County, Iowa. 


“Pride of Nishna”’ planted May 25th; find it the soundest, solidest corn 
Ihave; best and most perfect ears of all, running 8 to 11 inches long, well 
filled out at both ends. It’s just what I have been looking for for five or six 
years.—G. W. Love, Randolph Co., Ills. 


“Pride of Nishna” and “‘Silver Mine’ obtained from: you planted May : 
18th to 28rd ; got perfect stand; matured finely, yielding-75 bushels per acre ; 
believe ‘Silver Mine” even better.—O. J. Lunn, Rock County,. Wis: 


“Pride of Nishna” planted May 19th; made splendid: crop.—Wm. Saxe;, 
Saunk County, Wis. 


We shall want 800 pounds ‘‘Dwarf Essex’’ Rapé seed... Name us prices.. 
Would prefer buying it from you because of the splendid luck we had from: 
the fifty bushels ‘‘Pride of Nishna’’ we got from you this ‘year.—P. Jansen: 
& Son, Jansen, Neb. ; 


Inclosed find order for thirty-five bushels ‘“‘Pride of Nishna.” You will). 
get quite a number of orders from other farmers here.—Paul’ Reattme, Ells-* 
worth County, Kansas. 

Iam well acquainted with Mr. Paul Reaume; he is a large farmer and _ 
cattle man. You may send me thirty-five bushels of your “Pride of Nishna’’’~ 
Seed Corn.—F, G. Babcock, Manager, Ellsworth County, Kansas. 


_ The last order I sent you received and planted July 1st, and had roast-- 
ing ears from it in sixty-three days.—C. A. Hendon, Obian County, Tenn. - 


Haddam, Kansas. 


Ratekin’s Seed House. 

Gentlemen:—I have been planting 
your “Pride of Nishna’’ Corn several 
years and find it O.-K. The farmer who 
does not try to improve ‘his seed from 
year to year should quit business, yet 
there are some who continue to grow 
cobs instead of corn. As to the seeds 
ordered last spring they were all better 
even than represented. Am sorry I did 
not order more of the seed oats, for they 
are much earlier and will yield double 
our common varieties. Respectfully, 

WM. FENTON. 


The Seed Corn bought of you last 
spring was distributed among my neigh- 
bors, and without exception all were 
well pleased. This corn was safe from 
drouth when native corn was tasseling 
and silking and was completely burned 
up, while your corn made a good yield. _ HON. WM. FENTON. 

Many of the farmers here will order all ; r 
their seed from you next year.—W. G. Thornhill, Washington County, Tex. 


The Seed Corn that my neighbors and myself ordered from you last: 
spring matured early and before the drouth, and made more than double: 
that of native sorts. We will plant nothing else in the future.—T. L. Grace, 
Milan County, Texas. ; 


The eight bushels of Seed Corn I sent to you for was the best invest- 
ment I ever made in my life for seed corn. It is fully four weeks earlier: 
than the native sorts, and I am now gathering fifty bushels per acre from it.. 
Tt would be the salvation of this country if the farmers only knew the bene _ 
fits to be derived from planting your Iowa grown seed.—D. A. Connelly, ~ 


PRIDE OF NISHNA Sulphur Spring, Texas. mid 
The ‘‘Pride of Nishna” 2 apn ere poe Fe worcester I planted 
i, i h ks later than native sorts, but it stoo e drouth and made more;,; 

fy iach 2c a a “ied better yield than our earliest varieties.—Y. M. Mack, Inde-- 


pendence County, Ark. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 1B 


RATEKIN’S IOWA SILVER MINE WHITE CORN. 


The Greatest and Best Variety of White Corn in Existence. 
rT; Pes . tna’? is absolutely pure stock, grown from 
Ratekin § lowa Silver Mine our most select strains and finest type 
of our experimental grounds, under the most scientific methods as to purity and 
freedom from barrenness, and when you plant our seed youcan confidently rely 
upon obtaining from 33 to 50 per cent better yield than from ordinary sorts cat- 
alogued under the name of this famous variety. In fact, we could name grain 
dealers and elevators who supply seed-houses and dealers with corn for seed 
from the ordinary elevator corn of the common sorts, shelled directly from the 
dump as broughtin from the corn cribs and afterwards listed as silver mine. 
“RATEKIN’S IOWA SILVER MINE” white corn is unquestionably the most 
marvelous variety of corn ever grown or in existence and will happily surprise 
the best expectations of all who plant or grow it. This corn was first intro- 
duced in 1894, eleven years ago, and in that length of time it has almost revolu- 
tionized the corn growing of this state; besides it has been grown with equally 
as good results in every part of the United States where corn is grown, and has 
likewise been crowned the queen of all varieties of white corn wherever tried or 
tested, it having proven to be suited to a wider range of climate, soil and other 
conditions than any white corn inexistence. Therecordit hasmadeand results 
obtained under-all conditions of weather have never been equaled by any other 
whitecorn. Seed corn growing has been our main and leading specialty for 
22 years, and during all Db iee 
that time we have never 
found any variety of white 
corn that has given such uni- 
form good yields and results 
year after year, regardless of 
place or locality, as thiscorn 
has given. 


=> Ty- 
: Its Prize Record 22, 
the “Iowa Silver Mine’ captures the prizes over all other varieties. At one fait ten 
of the largest ears took first prize, ten of the smaller took second prize. After- 
‘wards the same ten ears took sweepstakes over all other varieties, both white and 
yellow, making a total of $95.00 in prizes taken at one fair by twenty ears of the 
“Towa Silver Mine” Corn. At Illinois State Fair it took first premium for the best 
‘bushel of corn, any color or sort; first for best white corn in the state, and Grand 
‘Sweepstakes for the Best Corn of any color, competition open to the world. In 1899 
‘the Illinois State Agricultural Society offered three large prizes for the largest corn 
crop grown on an acre, and the “Iowa Silver Mine” captured alithree of them with 
crops of 196, 176 and 154 Bushels per Acre. No other corn of any color can compare 
with it in wonderful productiveness. 
D S ri tion Stalk grows to a height of about seven or eight feet, and sets the ears 
DESC p about three and one-half to four feet from the ground, just theright 
height for easy picking. One peculiarity in going over a field of this corn that is notice- 
ableis, that there is scarcely evera barren stalk. Every one almost. without exception 
‘bears at least one well developed ear, and many of them two goodears. Infact this 
has been characteristic of this corn every year we have grown it. The type is very 
even. Ears measuring from ten to twelve inches in length and weighing one and one- 
half pounds are often found. The ears are very uniform in size and shape, with six- 
teen to twenty straight rows (usually eighteen rows), of deep, pure white kernelsset 
onasmall white cob, and the ears are well filled overthetip. Itisearly,maturingin 
less than ninety-five days, and never has been caught by frost. The cob dries out rap- 
idly, so that it is ready for market earlier than any other White Field Corn in exist- 
ence. In itsyieldit will surpass all other varieties of whitecorn. Seventy poundsin 
the ear will make sixty-two poundsshelled. Itisadapted toa wider range of soiland 
climate than any corn ever offered. From Minnesota to Florida, from Massachusetts 
to California it will yield a paying crop where other varietiesare grown at aloss. It 
is in every way.a distinct type of corn and possesses many of the features which have 
made ‘Pride of Nishna” so popular. It is hardy and a wonderful resister of drouth. 
Price, lb., 25c; 3 lbs., GOc; 7 lbs. (will plant an acre), $1.00; sample ears, 
25c, post paid to any postoffice in the United States. y 
express or freight, purchaser’s expense, peck, 40c; 1/4 bush., 
75ce; bush., $1.35; 2 bush. or more, $1.30; 10 bush. or more, 
1.25. Sacks included on board cars here. Crated in ear,1 bush., 
2.50; 10 bush. or more, $2.25 per bush. f 
Saunders County, Nebraska, Feb. 1, 1904. 
Ratekin’s Seed House—Gentlemen: The Eleven Bushels of ‘‘Ratekin’s 
Pride of Nishna” bought from you last. year grew almost to a grain, and 
my corn was too thick, but madeasplendid crop. In every load 
could be found hundreds of ears a foot long. Inclosed find 
Kodak Photo of a few ears which are only a fairsample of much 
of it. Shall want some seed this season and will sendinmy 


order later. Very truly yours, 
rz JEROME BARNELL. 


We Stand Behind Our Advertisements | 


* We have nothing in our advertisements 
or printed matter that we mail to our cus- 
/ tomers which we cannot stand squarely be- 
hind. Our twenty-two years of fair and 
honest dealings with the public has returned 
its reward. We have thousands of cus- 
tomers each season who look to us tosupply 
them with Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds, and we 
want every customer, whether new or old, 
to know that in buying seeds from us 
‘Ratekin’s name is behind them, and should 
anything prove unsatisfactory it will be 
cheerfully made right should it be the fault 
of the seeds. 
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TOWA SILVER MINE WHITE 


RATEKIN’S 


Tama Co., Iowa. 
Please send me copy of your catalog ; 

and price list on clover and grass seeds. 
I ordered some Silver Mine-corn from you 
several years ago, and was very much 
pleased. with it, and have been growing 
it eyer since, as I have found it a splendid 
variety.—F. D. Tomlinson. 


- Ravenna, Mich. 

The Silver Mine seed corn bought from 
you two years ago was fine, but I lost seed 
of it and will have toinclude some of it in 
my order this year. I shall also want some 
Speltz, and would thank you to tell me 
what you know aboutit as acrop.—Respect- 
fully, W..H. Behrens. 

ae Campti, La. 

I received the. both shipments of seed 
corn, some time ago, and am well pleased 
withit; thanks for promptness.—J. B. Bar- 
terouss. | 


‘Ks ot Hore gpraeine, Wis. 

The Iowa “Silver Mine” seed corn I got 
from you last year grew toa grain; made 
splendid crop; the stalks stood nine to ten 
feet high and were heavily eared, some ears 
weighing 114 pounds, with 16 to 26 rows. 
The average yield of my whole crop was 90 
bushels per acre. It was planted May 24th 
and matured out of danger of frost Sept. 
20th. Respectfully, 


John Vrana. 


I planted the Seed Corn got from you 
May 9th, harrowed once and cultivated 
four times and obtained an average yield 
of seventy bushels per acre,—Wm. F. Clark, 
Whiteside County, Ill. : 


One Hundred Bushels per Acre 


Lancaster County, Neb., Feb. 2, 1904, 
Ratekin’s Seed House: 

You doubtless remember my order for 
10 bushels of seed corn sent you last spring. 
I found the corn all right and as good 
as advertised, especially your ‘‘Pride of 
Nishna”’ and “Iowa Silver Mine.’ Some 
: of my crop from your ‘“‘Sil- 
ver Mine’? went over 100 
bushels per acre. 


Yours truly, 
C. H. Armann. 


Lafayette Co., Mo. 
Please send» me copy of 
your 1905 catalog. I shall 
want some seed corn and 
other seeds, and as I have 
ordered seed corn from you 
several times and always got 
good seed, also always been 
treated nicely, fairly and 
right by you, will order my 
seeds from you this season. 

Very respectfully, 
F. L. Shelby. 


FE. L. SHELBY 


Twenty-Seven Bushels More Per Acre 


Du Page County, IIl., Dec. 1. 
Ratekin’s Seed House. - : 

Gentlemen:—I should have written before with regard to 
results from seed corn, ‘‘Pride of Nishna”’ and “Iowa Silver 


Mine,” obtained from you last spring, but have waited until I . 


was through gathering, in order that I might write intelligently. 
lam now done. To commence, would say: I planted about May 
5th; obtained an excellent stand; cultivation ordinary good. 
Corn matured soundly before frost; ready for cribbing early in 
October; yield from actual measurement of ground and corn, 
“Pride of Nishna”’ 72 bushels per acre. ‘Silver Mine” was good, 
vut. yiele not quite up to “Pride of Nishna.’’ Character and 
quality of each was indeed fine. Both were a success for me, 
We held a ‘Harvest Home” exhibition here this fall. I exhibited 
vamples of each variety.and am pleased to say that Iwas awarded 
first prize on both varieties, and there was a large number of. 
exhibits as well as sharp competition. My ground was not of 
the best, and other common sorts planted side by side with your 
corn made but 45 bushels per acre, all under like conditions—a 
difference.of 27 bushels per acre, or over one-third in favor of 
crop from your seed. I am well pleased and have booked quite 
a number of orders for seed for next spring. It’s the best and 
beats anything ever before grown here. 
Yours truly, M. F, OLDFIELD. 
(Du Page County, IIl., is direetly west of Chicago, and 
joins Cook County.) “a 


TYPICAL GRAINS OF “IOWA SILVER MINE”” 


Burchinal, Nebraska, 
March 20, 1905. 
Ratekin’s Seed House. | 
Gentlemen :—The seeds or- 
dered from you have been. 
received and are fine. Am 
well pleased both in quality 
and quantity. Thanking you 
for promptness, lam, 
Yours yery truly, 


TM. Grifieth.. 


Chili Station, New York, 
March 20, 1902.. 


: Ratekin’s Seed House. 


Gentlemen:—My seeds or- 
dered from you arrived to- 
day allO.K. Many thanks 


T. M. GRIFFIETH 


for the extras put in gratuitously. 


. + truly, 
Moums MOD enna S.A Tigeétt. 


SE A oe EEE SES or ie If TEMES Dar tae 1 
Newburn, Tenn. 

RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE. — Dear Sirs: My order for 
Seed Corn, Alfalfa and i | 
Speltz reached me safely, 
yesterday, also the compli- 
mentary selection of Gar- 
den seeds came several days 
ago, and allow me to thank 
you for them. They. were 
appreciated the more from 
the fact that some were just 
what Ineeded and had failed 
to includein my order. 

I regret I did not order 
five times the amount of 
Speltz. In fact I might say 
that I regret not having 
known your house sooner. 
I am anxious to try some 
of ‘‘Ratekin’s Famous Iowa 
Silver Mine,” and will place 
an order for some of it. 

Respectfully, 
L. M. Williams. 


L. M, WILLIAMS 
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THE BEST WHITE 


Diamond 

+ ’ 
= Joe’s 

Big White. 

The past few 
‘years has brought 

- oub many new 
varietiesof corn, 
and we have receivecl almost innumerable numbers of samples of 
different varieties from our customers and leading corn growers 
from all over the country, many of which we have tested 
along with ourown leading standard varieties, including Pride 
of Nishna, Ratekin’s Yellow Dent, Iowa Silver Mine an 

. Imperial, but found none perfect in every respect. The one, 
- however, which nearest approached verfection, and which 
we have decided to lisé for the first time this season, is “Diamond 
_ Joe’s Big White,” a new and distinct variety of white corn; in 
fact “‘thereJs none likeit.’”’ We have been watching this corn 
during the past five years, and have been making distribution of 
it. among our customersall over the corn belt districts of the Cen- 
tral, Western and Southern states, and wherever we have sent 
this corn it has given wonderful results, and has proven itself 
‘most admirably adapted and suited to a wide range of conditions, 
‘including elunate and. pat a eptied & =p 
inti e originator o is corn says: claim for 
Description pisncna Joes Big White that it is more uniform, 
‘im every sense of the word, than any corn in existence, It is a 
large eared corn, running about a fourth larger in size than the 
‘famous’ lowa Silver Mine, and will yield more big bushels of 
‘good, sound, well-matured corn per acre in a shorter length of 
‘time than any other variety thatis anywhere nearas large. The 
‘plant is a strong, robust, vigorous grower, with luxuriant growth 
of foliage, and being ofa large, deep-rooted variety, it reaches 
‘down into the soil, extending its roots from one row to an- 
other, thus withstanding dry weather and other unfavorable con- 
‘ditions to a remarkable degree, and will always make a good 
‘erop and good yield where other sorts fail in part or entirely. 
'The ears average 10 to 12 inches in length and are very symmet- 
‘vrieatin shape, and avery large majority of them are well filled out 
‘over the butt and tip ends with grains... The ears average from 18 
‘to 24 rows, very deep grains, solidly set. on a medium sized white 
‘cob. The crop matures about 10 days later thar the lowa 
‘Silver Mine, and can properly be listed as a 100 day variety. The 
-igtalks grow from 8 to 10 feet high, and not a barren stalk in a 
‘thousand. Ears set from three tofour feet from the ground, 
“just the right distance to husk easily. It has small stem and is 
remarkably easy to husk. In fact one of my huskers husked, 
weighed and cribbed 2400 bushels in twenty consecutive working 
days, while another, a boy 18 years old, husked and _ cribbed 2360 
bushels in the same length of time, all weighed. This corn has 
uniformly given a greater average yield of good, sound, well- 
matured corn than any other white corn I’ have ever kefore 
grown, and I want to fully assure everyone who plants it that it 
will surprise their best expectations.”’ : 

_ Our crops of this corn the past year were indeed very fine and 
‘most perfect, and at harvesting time was not only perfectly ma- 

‘tured but bone dry aswell. Fully 98 per cent of every ear and 
‘grain would, without doubt, show strong germination if planted 
Just as it came from the field toour drying houses. «. 

. This new seed corn, which we are for the first time cataloging 
and offering, is extra selected and graded. A sample ear will be 
placed in every bag of shelled corn sent out by us this year, for 
Wwe want every customer to show it to his neighbors and friends. 
This means an order from every corn growing farmer whosees it. 

Don’t hesitate to send us your order for a few bushels early. 
We want you to order early so you can show it to your friends 
and neighbors. If you are not pleased with it when you receive 
it, send it back to usat our expense and we will refund the money 
you paid for it. 

PRICE—Sample ear, postpaid, 30c; 1 pound, postpaid, 
30c; 3 pounds, 75c; 7 pounds, enough to plant one acre, 
$1.25, postpaid. One peck, by express or freight, 90c3 
half bushel, $1.50; 1 bushel, $2.50; 2 bushels, $4.503 
5 bushels and upward, $2.00, bags included, f. o. b. 
here. If wanted in the ear, crated, add $1 per bushel to 
foregoing prices. 


i A bushel of our SEED CORN will plant 7to8 acres. It will cost you from 

'] $1.95 to $3.00 per bushel. This is but 20 to 40 cents per acre. The cost is nominal, 
and if you increase your yield but.one bushel per acre you get back the price of 
the seed. You can increase it from 20 to 40 bushels per acre by planting our 
thoroughbred seed. : : : 


CORN IN THE WORLD. 
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Corn is King—A Billion Dollar Crop 


According to the estimate of the Department of Agriculture 
the corn crop of 1905 was a record breaker, amounting to 2,650,000 
bushels, and more than was grown by all the ‘balance of the 
world, representing in value, at 40 cents per bushel, almost a 
billion dollars. 

With no other farm product does the-crop depend so much 
upon the nature of the seed as with corn. It is not only a matter 
of germination, but the greatest importance is’ its vigor and vi- 
tality preduced by careful and scientific breeding in a climate 
and locality where the best corn can be produced in the world. 
It is a well known fact which cannot be successfully denied that 
our Nishna Valley grown seed corn insures greater vigor and 
vitality, rapid growth, early maturity and greatest productive- 
ness of any in the world. With our seed every ear is a thor- 
oughbred; every kernel sound and every germ a live one, which 
means that it is a wealth producer to every farmer who plants 
it. Brother Farmer, did you ever stop to think of the big possi- 
bilities that are wrapped up in an ear of corn? One single kernel 
produces a-return of over a thousand-fold each year. If there 
are from 1208 to 1500 perfect grains of corn on an ear, that should 
mean, when planted, nearly as many stalks of corn, each bearing 
its full quota of perfect ears. Now if a farmer had {a perfect 
stand of three stalks to the hill, each produeing ears weighing a 
pound, the yield would be about 160 bushels per acre. If, how- 
ever, he gets but 1% pounds from each hill of three stalks, he 
would obtain about 80 busheis per acre, or almost threetimes the 
average yield of the country for the past ten years.. Now, in the 
face of these facts, who will say there is nothing in pure bred 
varieties, grown under the mos¢ scientific principles ? We have 
preached and proclaimed, printed and published in all our mat- 
ter sent out for the past twenty-two years, calling attention to 
the fact now so well established, namely: that there was more 
actual profit in planting thoroughbred seed.corn, cost considered, 
than from the careful breeding of any animal on the farm, ten 
times over, We have been laughed at for our pains, but we are 
well repaid in knowing that our talk has not been in vain, but 
has resulted in the growing and raising of unheard-of crops, and. 
that more recently leading agricultural stations have taken the 
matter up and have carried the gospel news over railroad trains’ 
to all parts of the corn growing states, and have thus aroused. 
and brought to the attention of farmers the possibilities wrapped’ 
up so long in mystery. 

qs = = ; 
Seed Corn in the Ear 

No seed corn breeder will go t6 his stock of seed corn and 
pick out exhibition ears and sell them for a price that the farmer 
is willing to pay, but he will sell seed corn.that is so pure and 
well bred that by growing it he can get these exhibition ears. 
Very few ears of even the purest, highest grade varieties, are 

erfect in all respects, and a grower will sometimes look over a 
iin bushels in order to find half a dozen ears suitable for 
exhibiting. We furnish our growers with the stock seed for 
growing our varieties. We select that stock according to the 
standard of each variety, viz.: shape and color of each ear, filling 
out of butts and tips, number of rows, the kernel, ete., and will 
sell you just as good corn shelled asin the ear at a much less 
cost to you. If you buy seed corn in the ear you pay for the box 
to ship itin, which costs about 25 cents for each bushel; you pay 
for the extra time it requires to carefully pack the corn in such 
a way that it willship well; you also pay freight on the box and 
on the cobs and tip grains, which amounts to fully half of thaton 
the corn. You also lose several pounds per bushel of tip. grains, 
as you do not get your 56 pounds of seed corn. -Very few, com- 
paratively, order seed corn in the ear, though we have it ‘listed. 
However, if anyone prefers to have it in the ear we will furnish 
any variety we list, tipped and well packed at 30c' per peck, 60c 
per erent and $1.00 per bushel above the list price’ of each 

variety. 
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“RATEKIN’S IMPERIAL WHITE CORN” | 


A Great Favorite Wherever Tried and Tested 


wide range of territory under all varying conditions, including cli. 
mate, soil, and other things incident to our wide trade. There are 
many varieties of corn well suited to onelocality that may be of little 
or no yaluein another place, but on the face of our observation we 
were so favorably impressed with this corn that we felt impelled to 
make a thorough trial and test of it in this way, and our judgment 
of it has now been proven correct, and in 1902, for the first time, we 
catalogued it along with our other improved varieties, and especially 
all over the southern states, and we are pleased to say and to know 
that all reports from those who planted and grew crops fromitare | 
remarkably well pleased and show a marvelous record as one of the 
hardiest varieties, surest croppers and best yielders that we have 
ever sent out. : 


inti It is a pure white corn with red cob—a sign in itself 
D escription of great vitality ; ears measure from seven to eight 
inches in circumference and nine to twelve inches in length; sixteen 
to twenty-four rows solidly set on a medium small cob, not unusual- 
ly hard but solid and compact, and will weigh out from threetofour 
bushels more shelled corn to the wagen load than ordinary varieties. 
Stalks strong and rugged and grow from seven to ten feet and set: 
ears about three and a half feet from the ground, and matures safely 
and soundly in ninety to one hundred-days good corn weather from. 
the time of planting. 


It is a corn every farmer can plant with assurance always of a. 
good crop of the best grade and quality of corn that is grown. Itis 
especially well adapted to thin and old ground, but will respond to 
good land and good cultivation second to no other variety in exist- 
ence. Owing to theincreasing demand for white corn, not alone in 
the United States but throughout all the world where corn is rapid- 
ly being introduced for its multiplicity of uses for food, white corn 
is destined to command, as it now does, a premium of two to five 
cents per bushel over yellow corn. Cereal mills the world over want 
white corn; to have it and to get it farmers must plant and grow it. 
Only a few years ago we were selling six bushels of yellow seed corn 
where we were Selling but one of white. Now we are selling more 
white corn than we are yellow. Why is it? Because farmers have 
learned during the past few years that white corn not only com- 
mands a better price than yellow corn but withstands drouth and 
other unfavorable conditions much better than yellow varieties. 
We cannot too strongly urge all of our customers who order seed. 
corn from us this season to include in their order a few bushels of 
our “Imperial White.” It is a sure cropper, big yielder, early to. 
mature and an all-around field corn that you can always depend. 
upon, 


Price: Pkt., 5c; lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c; 7 lbs. (will plant one 
acre), $1.00. Sample ears, 25c, prepaid to any postoffice in. 
the United States. By express or freight, purchaser’s ex= 
pense: Pk.,40c; % bu., 75ce; 1 bu., $1.35; 2 bu. or more,, 
$1.80; 10 bu. or more, $1.25. Sacks included. Crated, in. 
ear, 1 bu., $2.50; 10 bu. or more, $2.25. 


=> 
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* . This variety is quite popular 
Sie Charles White Corn with some of ou enstiners in. 
Missouri and makes a good crop in southern Iowa, though we do not 
recommend it north of Des Moines. It is a handsome, pure white 
corn, set on a red cob, and the corn appears to be much clearer 
white than most of the white cob varieties. It is such a transparent. 
enamel white color that it makes a high grade of cornmeal and it is: 
therefore highly valued by the millers. The ears are usually eight 
and one-half to 10 inches in length, sixteen rowed, and the kernels 
are quite deep and broad, the upper corners of the kerncl rounding. 
Stalk grows to medium height but has quite broad, succulent leaves, 
and is, therefore, desirable for fodder purposes. We believe that our 
customers throughout the south will be well pleased with this corn 
as agrain crop, and it is of superior value everywhere, even in. 
‘Manitoba and the far = 
north, for fodder and 
ensilage. Ithas made 
many friends and 
each year adds to the 
number. Price: 
PEE 5G, Whey 
8lbs., GOc, post- 
paid. By freight, 
pk.,40c;bu., $1.40; 
2 bu. or more, 
$1.30; 10 bu. or 
more, $1.25. 


This excellent and superior variety of corn has been grown 

here in the Nishna Valley of Southwestern Iowa for the past b TS : oe d Be tn 
ten or twelve years with good results and uniform large | POUstt Ob yo H 
yields. It was first introduced here from Illinois by an old | spring was the bes 

German farmer, and on account of its many valuable and | investment I .ever 
meritorous qualities, including its uniform big yields and its | made. It produced 
vitality to resist drouth and other unfavorable conditions, | fully. double as much 
it soon became a favorite with many of our largest. farm-| 4, that of my neigh- 
ers and best corn growers. By reason of this and after see- bors and it is of the 
ing it growing we have for the past five years been experi- finest litv.—W. C 

menting with it by sending out small quantities all over the | Hes quailty. a's a 
country, gratuitous to our customers who ordered seeds from | McHenry, Crawtfor age ale See Boe 
us. This, in order to thoroughly test the adaptability over a ' County, lowa. ST. CH : 
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HICKORY KING 


Hickory King is a white variety of field corn which -has 
the largest grains with smallest cob of any other corn in ex- 
istence. The grains are so large and cob so extremely small 
that when the ear is broken in two pieces a single grain will 
cover completely the cob section. This corn is.oi very vigor- 
ous habit and is asplendid and sure cropper, and is especially 
well suited to light or thin soil, and. is a very desirable vari- 
ety and largely planted in many of the southern states. It, 
however, does well in all the northern and central western 

. states, but is not as early to mature as our ‘Pride of Nishna” 
and “Iowa. Silver Mine.” Price: ~ Pkt:,_ 5c; ~lb., 28c; 
83 lbs., GOc. By freight, peck, 60c; % bush., 90c; bush., 
$1.50; 10 bush., $1.40 per bush., bags included. 


se : H. HUSTON, 
_Supr. StTuART PECK LAND Co. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Ratekin’s Seed House, \ 
Shenandoah, Iowa. 
Gentlemen :—Inclosed find 
ny order for Seed Corn and 
Garden Seeds. Wehave been 
offered seeds at wholesale 
prices, but you have been 
highly recommended to us 
by one of your old fellow 
townsmen and therefore send 
you our order, preferring to 
trade with you. 
Very respectfully, 
H. Huston. 


It pays to buy seed corn 
from you, as I have an excel- 
lent crop of both Iowa Silver 
Mine and Iowa Gold Mine.— 
H. HUSTON Apien Karkosh, Tama Co., 

owa. 


lowa Gold Mine Corn. 


E : i > 
REGAL Teen It is early ripening, only a few days later than “Pride of the 


North.” Golden yellow, as handsome as gold; grain is very deep, 
cob small, and therefore dries out very quickly as soon as ripe. 


- yellow Dent corn in the country. It is the result of about Seventy pounds of ear corn makes sixty pounds of shelled corn, 


‘twenty years selection by a seed corn specialist in Iowa, and and in hauling to market it weighs out more to the wagon than 
‘has taken first premium at many state and county fairs. The | Common varieties. We have shelled selected ears of this variety 
-corn is productive, and of uniform pure yellow color, ear very | Which produced sixty-two pounds of shelled corn and only eight 
‘large and long and a deep grain on a small cob, while. the | Pounds of cobs to the bushel. It matures perfectly in Southern 


: stalk does not grow too large. The introducer says: “Our Minnesota. ; 

“ideal ear is an ear two-thirds as large around as it is long, We can most confidently recommend it. See a sample before 

“containing sixteen to twenty rows, and small shank. The | buying elsewhere. Price: Pkt., 5c; Ib., 25¢; 3 lbs; GOc, 

‘kernels are deep, the cob is small at the butt, and the ear | Postpaid. By freight, peck, GOc; bush. $1.50; 2 bush. 
$1.40; 10 bush. or more, $13.00. 


‘holdsits bigness toward the’ point until near tapering off. It | OY mMore,. 
‘should be capped over and the kernels should hold their big-- 
ness toward the point and the butt run out straight and not - , 
crinkle. Ratekin’s Extra Early White Corn. 
The above engraving, from photograph, is not exaggerated, 
but is a true picture of the corn. It should not be planted 
-north of the latitude of aline running east and west through L : 
“the center of the state of Iowa, but it-will do well anywhere | Nishna,” and is equally as early, maturing in from seventy to 


south of that line. Price: Pkt., postpaid, 5c; Ib., 25c; | eighty days from planting time. Itis in great request and de 
3Ibs., 60ce; 7 1bs. (will plant an acre), $1.00. By freight mand everywhere for grinding and milling purposes early in the 


sat expense of purchaser, peck 40c; % bush., 75ce35:1 season and before other field varieties are dry enough to grind 
‘bush., $1.35; 2 bush., $1.30 per bush.; 10 bush. or | into corn-meal. It will bear planting somewhat closer and thicker 


‘more $1.25 per bush. Sacks included, f. o.b. here. than later and larger varieties ; thus it often yields as muchas the 
¥ : larger sorts, besides every pound of it is as solid as lead,our erop 


this season yielding full fifty-five bushels per acre. © Price: 
Pkt., 5c; lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c;.7 lbs., $1.00, postpaid; 
per bush., $1.50; 2 bush., $2:90; 10 bush. and over, 
$1.40 per bush. 


This is now one of the most prominent late varieties of 


This corn is exactly the same type of corn as our “Queen of 


Your Legal Tender, Corn took first premium for the best 
yellow corn at the Cass county fair. It was very fine.—F. B. 
Van Orman, Cass County, Iowa. 
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RATEKIN’S__ 


QUEEN OF NISHN 


The Earliest Dent Corn in Existence 


° 9 ° Is without doubt the ear- 
Ratekin’s Queen of Nishina i;.5¢aent corn there is in 
existence or that is grown, and is especially well adapted to 
northern climates, where the seasons are short and where frost 
is expected early; also to the south, where corn is often planted 
late in the season, after the small grain crop is harvested and 
taken off the ground. It supplies the place and is far superior 
to the Mexican June corn in the south, and the extra earlies in 
Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, Michigan and 
New England, always maturing in seventy to eighty days, and 
even where any of the flint corns will mature. "ee eae 


“RATEKIN’S QUEEN OF NISHNA” resembles very much the 
‘‘Pride of the North.”’ By careful selection and improvement. by 
planting only from the best strains and from stock grown 
especially for seed purposes with the utmost care, we claim our 
stock to be of superior quality in earliness as well as in yield and 
quality of product. In fact, we have used every known method. 
in breeding this corn up to obtain all the essential points of high- 
est standard known in the perfection of an extra early variety’ - 
of field corn for the extreme north, as well as to supply an extra 
cay are for the central, western and southern states for late 
planting. rt 
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*mti The ears run from ‘seven to ten inches long, E 
Description with sixteen to twenty rows (usually about 
eighteen rows) of very deep, compact grains, solidly set on a 
very small red cob, and yields from forty to sixty bushels per acre; 
our seed crop this season was unusually fine, and yielded strong 
Fifty-five Bushels per acre, We have sold hundreds of bushels 
of this corn all over North and South Dakota and Minnesota, 
and it has given remarkably good 
satisfaction and yield. In 1901 we 
sold one large farm company in» North 
Dakota sixty bushels of this seed for their 
own planting purposes,and another land 
company fifty bushels, besides hundreds- 
of smalier orders, and without exception 

they obtained the. best of results, and 
many of them have since given us large 

-| orders, many of them from 100 to 500 
bushels, on the strength of results from 
this seed corn. It’s the corn for the 

. north and for the south, and the corn to 
plant everywhere where early varieties 
are wanted for any purpose. We can- 
not too strongly commend it to ovr & 

-. customers and to the farmers every- §& 
where where you wantanextraearly 55 
variety.. It’s the corn to plant. Price: fs 
Pkt., 5¢; Ib., 25e; 3 lbs., G0c; 7 OA deag= P= SS 
5 lbs., $1.00, postpaid. Byfreight, #==— ee 
Sy Te Os per pk.; 50c; bu., $1.50; 2 bu., 
i Sa 2S $2.90; 10 bu. or more, at $1.40. 
cone Bags free on board cars here. 


PRIDE OF THE NORTH 


This variety originated with A. L. Goddard, of Kossuth County, Iowa, about twenty years ago, and 
sprang at once into prominence as the earliest of all yellow dent corns. The ears are7 to 8 inches long, with 
small cob and kernel; seventy pounds of ears will make sixty pounds of shelled corn; color bright orange 
and very uniform. Will] ripen in ninety days, and matures in this latitude when planted in June. Farmers 
after having twoor three favorable years for medium crop varieties of corn, are very apt to overlook the ad- 
vantage of planting a few acres of an extreme early variety each year, and the past two seasons have proved. 
the necessity of doing this. Our crop of Pride of the North was planted the 18th of May and was ripe Sept. 
ist, which is the average time itrequires. Ordinarily it will ripen by the middle of August. Good soil is 
capable of producing four or five good stalks to tbe hill, and many stalks have two ears each. This will 
enable one to get as large a crop of corn as with a large-eared variety, and much more fodder. Price: 
Pk., 50c; bu., $1.60; 2 bu. or more at $1.50; 10 bu. or more at $1.40: 


I purchased from you 10 busheis of Pride of the North corn for planting and am very much pleased - 
with the variety and its yieid.—_S. W. Callanan, Kossuth County, Iowa. * ; 
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REID’S YELLOW DENT 24 
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A well known variety which is very popular in Illinois and bas taken many prizes at various.corn shows SS @=s Sa Ta 
and fairs. it being grown quite largely for an exhibition corn. Until recently it has been but little known in aS = Paes 
Iowa, though during the past two or three years much has been said about it at corm shows, in agricultural »§ = SS Zeece 
papers. It has also been used as a standard at the corn judging school. This variety has been bredup by Say — —Eee 
selection for more than fifty years by Robert Reid and his.son, J. L. Reid, and its characteristics are fixed Spe Bg Qee 
and quite constant. The ear is of excellent shape, nearly cylindrical, tapering slowly to tip; length about §@=— = sae 
914 inches, kernels firm on cob, eighteen to twenty-four rows, with narrow space vetween rows; color medium P= ya SSB 30 = 
yellow with red cob. The ear is quite solid and rather smooth; matures in about 110 days and yields well, Sri 
although not equal in this respect to some other sorts. Grown quite largely by farmers who take pride in _ A “ 
the quality of their corn; or desire it for exhibition. We procured stock seed from the originator_three = E 


years ago and have grown it near Shenandoah each year since, and it is now well acclimated here. Wecan * 
furnish strictly pure, carefully selected seed at the following prices: Pkt., 5c; lb., 25e3 3 Ibs., 60c;:. Bitar a 
postpaid. By freight, pk., 40c; bu., $1.50; 2 bu. or more at $1.40; 10 bu. or more at $1.30, © REID'S YELLOW DENT 
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of hisfarm. It made more bushels of better corn than any of my neighbors’, . 


and sold.on the market. The. yield of pop corn is better than field corn, and it being so 
early isseldom injured by frost.. It will bear planting much -thicker.than field corn and will 
roduce from two to six ears to the stalk. The demand for market purposes is principally 
or the Monarch White Rice variety. It is very early and will parch by December Ist. We _ 
grow our own seed-and take great care to haveit pure, which is very essential, as it will mix , 
with field varieties, 


best varieties : 


MONARCH WHITE RICE.—The ve 
express or freight, pk., 85c; bus; $3.25, Gis ies 
QUEEN’S GOLDEN.—Color a rich, golden yellow.. Per qt., 40c, postpaid; by express 

or freight,pk., 90c; bu., $3.50... scsi Ra iru omg 
_ SNOWBALL.—Per qt.; 65c; by express or freight, pk. $1.75; bu., $6.00. 
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“FILL YOUR SILO WITH GIANT ENSILAGE CORN. 


Beyond doubt the best fodder corn, either to feed green right from the field, to put up for the silo, 
or to cure and stack away, cropping as high as forty-five tons of fodder peracre. It is sweet, tender 
and juicy, and furnishes more nourishment than any other variety ; has short joints, and therefore an 
abundance of leaves, and grows toa fair height, but not over-large and coarse-stalked as some varieties, 
It is adapted to every section of the country ; although it doesnot ripen here, usually it matures enough 
to come in full milk, whichis just the right state to cut. Quitepopular withdairy farmers. Perpkt., 
5¢e; lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c, postpaid; by freight, per pk., 40c; bu., $1.35; two bu. or more, @ 
$1.25; five bu. or more; @ $1.10: ; 


Endorsement from a Home Farmer. 


, Shenandoah, Iowa, Dec. 1, 1904, 
Ratekin’s Seed House, Shenandoah. 

The finest corn I have ever raised was last year, when I 
planted your ‘Queen of Nishna,” and if the farmers of this 
country would accept advice from me, I would recommend 
very farmer to plant this wonderful corn, at least on a part 


JOHN TRUE. 


We con- 
Evergreen Sweet Fodder Corn Jia, this 
one of the most valuable fodder plants in existence, 
and stock. farmers should all devote some land to 
it. The stalks are sweet, juicy, rich, tender and 
yery nutritious... The leaves, which,.are very 
numerous, are large, broad,succulent,and greatly 
relished by all kinds of stock, being far superior 
in every respect to ull other kinds of corn. On 

“ strong soil it will grow 10 to 12 feet high and pro- 
duce an almost incredible amount of fodder which, 
when: well cured, is quite equal to hay, besides 
being wonderfully cheaper. It is claimed by. dairy 
farmers that this fodder-will increase the milk and 
cream producticn greatly and keep the animalsin 
the best condition: It has the further merit of 
being so sweet and palatable that cattle eat every 
part of the stalk and leaves. As a green fodder 
for cutting in the summer, one acre is worth as 
much as eight acres of ordinary pasture... Of high © 
value also'for hogs, and an excellent plant to plow 
under for soiling, Sow thickly in drills, or broad- 
cast at the rate of two bushels peraere. Pk., 70Oc; 
bu. (measured), $2.25;°2 bu. or more, @ 


Early Fodder Sweet Corn Wi) m2ke feed 
than the above and is very nice to feed when in 
roasting ear. Notas large a yielder. Pk., GOc; 
bu., $2.00; 2 bu, or more @ $1.90. 


he increasing - 

Pop Corn for the Market goo nore? *ae 
pop corn the past few years has made it a very. 
profitable crop to grow and it will pay one to grow 
a sufficient quantity to ship by the car loac. The 
fodder is excellent for stock. One can cut it with 
a binder after it is sufficiently matured, shock it. 
-up and when dry have it husked out with a shred- 
' der, thus also getting a large crop of fodder of 
best’ quality in addition to the corn crop. The 
shredded fodder is often baled up. the same as hay: ~~ 


ease its yalue for market purposes. The following are: 


7 


ry best white variety: Per at., 35c, postpaid; by 


_. CONDENSED PRICE LIST. —  [s_. SHELLED, | EAR 
oo Sh ~~ OF SEED CORN << | Peck Ye bu. Bushel 2 bu. 10 bu. Bushel 
CF WANE a or more 
Ratekin’s Yellow Dent-.............-....- +f.) $0.90. $1.75 | $3.00 $2.15. |......5. | $4.00 
Ratekin’s Pride of Nishna.:-:..... Se 40 “Se IB ES gboOpC 4.30 $1.25 2.50 
~ Jowa Silver Mine =... 4.-... 2.08. ies we heb : 40 eoAS 1.35 — 1.30 1,25 2:50 
Ratekin’s Imperial White.. ...- .2.2.-.--....- AQ ETS) 4.85 1.30 1.25 2.50 
Legal Tewder-/o- .4.2c8u S25. Qt ae... . AD RTE OAR SE 1.30 PIGS. yee. hee 
St. Charles White. .... 200. 0.0.02 05.50.05. 40 ec ET e 1.40 Joos 4.30 12Gb. 6 es 
D'amond Joe’s Big White...i.....>..-: Rea iar 90: fr 1.50242) 5.2.50 2,25 2.00 3.50 
Reid’s Yellow Dent...-. 0... .--.c0,. eee eens AD eh rey Deh, fore 50 1.40 LBD ish since: Mane 
lowa Gold Mine vee eeerecoe emesis ds cece cece 40 eytic mL Se Ee 1,50 { 1.40 1.30 jo vinia) ship ates 
lowa Yeilow Dent.. 2... oe0se0.- 2-22 ees eee 40° lots 0 fe 4.35 | 1.25 1.10 |---..----- 
Ratekin’s Queen of Wishna.......... ....--- BO 80 1.50 1.45 TORS wie ss =. 
Ratekin’s Extra Early White.:.......-....---- 50 SBOE 1.50 1:45 iP | dee See 
Pride of North ...........: 2) hat ees 50°25 SBGYE 2 #60 4.50 2 : 
Glant Fodder Corn. «...0.. 2c eens tc. ~ 30 55 1.00 85 GOES wey cee 2. FODDER CORN. 
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SEED OATS. __ 


Our Seed Oats for this season’s trade was all harvested, stacked and threshed without rain, and the quality is yery fine, We feel 
sure our customers will make no mistake in ordering their seed from us. There is nothing grown, not even .potatoes, that will so 
readily respond to a change of climate and soil as oats, and in no other crop is it so profitable to sow nothing but the best improved 
varieties. Oats, like other seed, except ina more marked degree, will run outin constant cropping on the same farm, and a change 
is necessary. Our seed is thoroughly recleaned and graded, and absolutely free from noxious weed seed, trash, or any other particles 
of any kind. ItisSEED OATS. We hope you will give our oats a trial, and we venture the assertion that you will not regret it, and 
when threshing time comes you will reap a profitable investment from the seed oats you received from us, - Eee ees 


RATEKIN’S NEW SENSATION OATS. The Earliest of Ail Oats 


Are the kind to grow for sure croppers. Our “Sensation Oats’ are noted for vigorous growth, and rust does not affect them so 
much as less vigorous varieties. The grain islarge, white, plump, with thin hull, running over weight, often eight to ten pounds; ~ 
we unreservedly recommend our “Sensation Oats.” They will yield sixty to eighty de Ret heee oR ier ak seater 
bushels per acre in ordinary farm cuitivation, and more under favorable conditions. We FE Si 
don’t ask you to base your hopes on 200 to 1,000 bushels per acre, as you will see claimed | @ 
in some catalogs; we believe we are dealing with intelligent people and they realize such 
yields are impossible. Weaim to gain and hold the confidence of the farmers every where, 
and we should be pleased to have you devote part of your farm to our.‘‘Sensation Oats”’— 
it will pay you. Who would not rather grow a pure, true, heavy oat in preference to the 
mixed, light, chaffy kinds grown on somé farms? It’s time to look to quality; sow 
good seed and you will reap a good harvest.. When you sow our “‘Sensation Oats” you 
have an insurance policy on your crop. We 
make it possible for every farmer to get 
some of these oats by making the price very 
low. Order them early, and secure some of 
this seed. We believe our new “Sensation 
Oats” to be the best ever introduced for 
earliness, enormous shat qualities and 
~ freedom from rust. undreds of our. ¢us- 
tomers have written us that, on account of 
its stiff straw, it stood up perfectly under 
weather that caused all other varieties to 
lodge. It is the best’ and most economical 
—- oat for feeding, on account of its thin ‘hull, 
heavy meat and’soft nib. “Price of ‘‘Sen- 
sation Oats’: $1.25 per bu.;10bu., 
$1.20 per bu.; 50 bushels, $1.10 per 
bu.: 100 bu., $1.00 per bu. Bags free. 


These are the oats which F. Rockefeller, 
one of the Standard Oil Co., used this last : 
year on. one of his Kansas farms, ordering & 
400 bushels by telegram on March 18. 
Read the copy ofhis dispatch on page 4. 


5 aa 9 e e 
Ratekin’s Early Champion’ White 
Oats The “Harly Champion” are without 
doubt the earliest variety of oats: to 
mature that there is in existence; are of 
4 short, stiff straw, always standing up well 
4 on the richest soil; and these two reasons 
make them the most desirablenurse crop in 
existence to sow with.grass or clover, In 
addition to superior quality already named 
they are among the largest. yielders and 
Surest_croppers.. In fact, they have given 
the largest yield_in field tests at thelowa .. 
Experimental Station, and are -highly 
recommended by that station as superior 
to any other variety on pointsnamedhere. /Z 
You will makeno mistake in sowing largely ZF 

ay Of this variety for.field and general crop; 
they always get there before rust gets other 
sorts. .-Price: -Bu., 90c; 10 bu., 80c; 
50 bu, 70¢c. -Bags free. 


= Enid, Oklahoma. 
-Ratekin’s Seed House: Iam pleased to © 
say that my crop of oats grown from your 
New Sensation did, splendidly. They are 
the earliest oats I have ever raised, and will 
sow-no other yarieties. 
ABRAHAM MERRITT. 


Johnson County, Iowa. 
The Early Champion Seed Oats I pur- 
chased from you last season did well, and-I 
advise every farmer to try them. 
J.D. WHITESIDE. 


-» Change Your Seed Oats This Year 


Tt will pay you to sell your common 
oats and sow these improved varieties this: 
year while the seed is so cheap. In our 
field the New Sensation Oats yielded about 
102 bushels to the acre, and the Lincoln 90 
bushels, while neighboring fields of other 
varieties under similar conditions yielded 
only 40 to 50*bushels. .The increased yield 
ona few acres will cover entire cost of 
seed for your farm, 


RATEKIN’S EARLY CHAMPION WHITE 
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SEED OATS==Continued 


Our Improved Mam: 
moth White 
Russian 
Oats. 


‘Mammoth White Russian Oats” are 
a white oat; grow vigorous and with a 
very strong, stiff straw, almost_abso- 
lutely rust proof. They are always 
sure croppers and make more big 
bushels per acre than any other white 
oats in existence. They are oats every 
farmer should plant or grow. Our seed 
of these oats are of an excellent and - 
superior grade and quality, all cleaned 
and sacked in our, two bushel bags. 
Such seeds-are worth twice the price we 
ask for them, as compared with the or- 
dinary sorts, even if you could obtain 
them. as a gift. Now is the time to order 
your. seed, then you will have them 
when you are ready to sow, and you 
will not have to sow some common or 
inferior sorts. Order today. Price: 
bush., 90c; 10 bush. lots @ 80c¢; 50 
bush. lots @ Gdc. Bags free. 


Texas Red Rust-Proof Oats. 


Grown by us from seed imported from 
Texas, they are a valuable acquisition 
to the varieties of oats we have to offer, 
and an oat thata large number of farm- 
ers in all parts of the country are so 
favorably impressed with ; they get such 
good results that they sow no other 
kind, being a stiff straw and an early 
oat, also extremely hardy, they have 
short spikelets or beards on them which - 
- protect them from the extreme hot sun; 

they can be sown as early or earlier 
than spring wheat, as light freezes do 
not affect them; they are sown in the 
South more than any other variety. 

We import our seed for our own plant- 
ing from our growers in Texas each 
year, and therefore sell nothing to our 
customers which we do not grow our- 
selves. These oats made this season on 
our-.own farm %5 bushels to an acre, . 
while other yarieties of common oats in neighbor- 
ing fields made only about half, this being an off 

. season for oats.. We sell thousands of bushels of 
these oats..each season.all over the North as well 

» as the South, and this season the crop of our own ©. 
raising of these oats we offer to.our customers is 
something of;real worth and value to all who will 
sow them. Oats, like other: seeds, necessitates a 
change. Order early and get enough of this seed 
-to sow all the land you expect to put in oats. It 
will pay you. Price: Bu., $1.00; 10 bu., @ 
90c; 50 bu., @ 80c. Bags free. 


Mammoth White Side Oats. 


Called by some New Zealand. We will put this 
variety up against any kind for an all purpose oat 
south of lowa. That this is the very best variety 
of oats for this part of the country there is no 
doubt; and we will refer you to those who run threshing , 
machines here and they will say that Mammoth White 
Side oats make the best yield, best grade and brightest and heavi- 
est oats, They stand up better, grow heavier straw and yield 
better than any other kind, is the experience of most all 
of those who have tried them. They are a week or two 
later than most varieties, and allow hay harvest to be fin- 
ished before harvesting them. We have tried a number 
of varieties and have seen most of the new ones tried, and 
never saw a variety that would equal them for late oats. 
We are placing the seed very low, actual cost of cleaning, 
bagging, and the necessary cost of shipping small orders, 
Sees ; et above market price. Look at these prices: 1 bu., 75c; 2 or 
‘MAMMOTH WHITE SIDE OATS more bu., 70e. per bu.; 10 bu. lots, 65c. per bu.; 25 bu. 

lots, 55c. per bu. Bags free. 


Sa 


The New Lin coln First, introduced. in_-1893.. Has stood the test very well and proven to be an 
vit ‘excellent variety. No variety has ever had such a boom in advertising as 
the New Lincoln, and: was introduced in Minnesota: with wonderful success. It hasdone well here, and 
we have raised it since its introduction with very good results. It is very productive, having in all 
instances yielded more to the acre than any of the standard varieties, in one case yielding 174 bushels 
frem a-single bushel-of seed.. Itis very early.and ‘thus far has proven itself dust-proof. Jt stands up 
remarkably well. On account of its thin hull, heavy meat and soft nib, it is a desirable variety forfeed- IMPROVED MAMMOTH WRr'rs 
- ing. For oatmeal or grinding itis excéptionally valuabie. Choicest stock feed. Theaboveisa description RUSSIAN OATS. 
from the originator. * We will say that this is‘a‘very good oat and has, as is stated, stood the test well... ——— 
“We havegrown it for several years past, and it-has‘done well. It isa splendid variety,and to those who | Write for special prices «on 
want that kind we will guarantee it genuine and pure. Price: Bu.,90c; 10 bu. lots, 80c;50 bu. lots,65c. Oats for larger amounts, 
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SPELTZ 0 EMMER 


The Valuable New Grain from Russia~ 
Speltz hasnow been grown in the United States ina large way 
for several years, and each succeeding season not only EMPHASIZES 
ITS VALUE, but sees its production increasing to an enormous extent, 
Itis found to be adapted toa WIDE RANGE OF SOIL AND CLIMATE, - 


sivas Isyiel Tor ee. pps . 


Professor 
Shepard, “of | It resists drouth; 
Dakota Ex- It thrives 
periment On poor fands, 
? ani #1 on, -_ In stony ground, 
‘It is readily ~ In forest regions, 
eaten by all kincs | “="_ QO the prairies; 


- most striking value 


to RESIST EXTREMES-OF..WEATHER, to be of SUPERIOR 
FEEDING VALUE, and to YIELD SQ MUCH MORE HEAVILY 
than oats and barley as to insure its increasing popularity 
and its eventual place among the leading and standard cereal 
crops of the world, THOSE WHO HAVE NOT GROWN 
SPELTZ SHOULD» NOT LET ANOTHER SEASON GO BY 
WITHOUT..GIVING If A PLACE, AND AN IMPORTANT 
PLACE, TOO, ON THEIR-FARMS., 


of stock dh 5 
shown itse.f tobe | It makes a good crop with. almost any 


se nectslly adapting condition of soil and climate; 


when fed to milch 


cows. It is bett ° t 
See aie ie betier Endures a great deal of frost; 


with bran and| Is not readily damaged by harvestrains; 


hort it is i : s 
pretly’ heary reed | LS Ot susceptible to rust or smuts; 
when fed alone. | Yields more than oats; : 
think very well or| Yields more than wheat; — . 
it indeed, es-} ‘Yields more than barley; 


rowa, "Horace ae |. Makes better feed than barley; 


rot ng wide | Makes better feed than oats; 


equal to oats in Makes excellent flour; 
at case. Its ‘Makes good bread; ; Se : 

ee fatod Te ieee The straw is fine for fattening stock; 
sistant qualities,” | The stubble makes excellent fertilizer; 
eee Ae pe Stock very fond of grain-and straw; 
statement of | Ripeas early. Ses fale aE 
Mr. Cooley,’ = ace ne ——— 
published below, one acre of Speltz will produce three times the value 
of produce of wheat, barley or oats. Thistelts the story in few and 
strong words, and this statement made by Mr. Cooley 


_ during the fall of 1900 has been fully borne out by the experi- 
_ence of thousands. Other cereais, especially oats and barley, 
have, shrunk ,into insignificance as compared with the 


Speltz grown side by side. The United States Department of 
Agriculture has issued a bulletin on Speltz, commending it 


‘highly, and theintroductory paragraph of that bulletin states: 


“The extremely variable climatic conditions in some of ourwestern 
states have made it desirable to give particular attention to crops resistant 
especially to cold and drouth. Among such crops Emmer holds high rank 
and should become one of the prominent crops for stock feeding.” 


Cultivati on In methods of cultivation this isprobably the 
least exacting of all cereals. It should be 
sown very early, and this can safely be done, asit isnot easily 
harmed by, and easily resists, early and severe frosts.” 
Speltz is unhesitatingly recofumended for growing in the 
extreme northern states of this country, from Minnesota to 
Washington, and even in Alaska, alsoin thesemi-arid districts 
further south, and it should also be grownin all other secfions 
of the United States. The following letter from Mr. J.N. 


‘Cooley, of South Dakota, gives:the conservative expression of 
’ a practicalfarmer. Mr. Cooley has been a valued correspond- 


entfor many years, and his word is as good as gold. His letter 


is a fair sample of the many expressions we have received re- - 
- garding this new cereal: 


“T am very glad to say. anything I*know about Speltz.. Our best 
fatmers have awakened to therealization that Spelta is just what we 
need. First, itis a crop on which farmers canrely, as it greatly out- 
yelds any other.grain. Second, itis unequalled as feed for any kind 


of stock, asits nutritious shuck, enclosing two kernélsofincomparable - 


richness, makes feed that is hard to equal for any kind of stock, and 
especially fur working ‘teams. ‘Third, the straw is secondtonone as 
a‘go-between’ hay and’corn. One acre of Speitz will produce three 
times the value of produce of wheat, barley or oats. As an example, 
from a field of wheat.of twenty acres, grown during the past season by 
my son, he realized $60.00; and from twenty acres of Speltz adjoining 


.;- it he raiscd and sold $240.00 worth. Speltz is @ surer crop than oats, 


barley or wheat; no crinkling down so that the heads are cut off and 
fall on the ground.no rust or smut#¢o shrink and make light the berry 
or lower-the grade of the grain. © Farmers here are grinding and 
feeding Speltz to stock, when they might geta big price for it for 
seed. A prominent farmer told me he was goiig to sow one hundred 
acres to Speltz as a grain to feed his stock, of which he has a large 
herd. This man now has 500 bushels of Speliz, but not a bushel to 
sell. Tt is conceded by alf wlio have raised and fedit to be the best 
stock food of any of the family of grains. I am not feeding any of it, 
as I have oniy about. 850 bushels, and it is all wanted for seed night 
about here at advanced prices. Farmers are going to sow less wheat, 
oats and barley, and more Speltz, this year. The aboveisthe prevail- 
ing sentiment in this section on the Speltz question, and yon cannot 
recommend it too highly.” 
January 80th. 

Mr. Cooley does not say half enough for it. Speltz can be cut 
with a header and stacked like wheat. It will shed rain better than 


wheat.’ It is superior to any othergrain for feeding. asit is not neces- - 


sary to grind it for horses and a little goes a long way. , 
mar . o GW. Bran, South Dakota, 


Price per bu. of 40 pounds, 90c; 3 bu., $2.40; 6 bu., 


$4.50;10 bu., $7.00; 50 bu. , 65c per bu. Bags free. ~ 


Isowed ten acresof Speltz this season from seed purchased 


- of you, and am more. pleased with them than, any other 
‘grain taised on my farm.—L. R: Walker, Page County; Iowa.. 
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SEED WHEAT 
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please everyone i§ 
who tries it. It iiaRaS 
was originated {f 
by Mr. .L. H. (ge 
Haynes, who} 
apent eight 
ears in select- 
ing and improv- 
ing itin his gar- 
den, each year 
choosing all the 
largest.and best 
heads and dis- jf 
carding all the 
balance. . This 
continued. selee- 
tion has had the 
ettect of improy- 
ing it in. vigor, }% 
size of head and 
quality. Forthe 
past ew. years 
e has been 
growing, it as a 
farm crop, tak- 
ing the greatest 
pains each scea- | 
son to keep it jm 
strictly pure by |& 
going throug 
the fields and re- 
moving every: 
thing that. was 
not of ideal’qual- 
ity. The heads |i 
are very large, . 
well filled out, 
the kernel] is BLUE STEM SPRING WHEAT, 
hard; the plant : 
stools greatly, and, uwder ordinary favorable conditions, will yield 40 to 
50 bushels per acre. Itis an improveme*t on Blue Stem Wheat, and 
fully five days earlier in maturing. We most highly recommend this 
variety to customers every- 
where in the wheat growing 
belt, and are sure it will 
greatly please them in every 
respect. Outyields them all. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; 1b., 25c; 
3 lbs., GOc, postpaid. By 
freight, pk.,. 65c; bu., 
$2.00; 2 bu. or more, — 
$1.90 


Blue Stem Spring Wheat 
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j _ amaetolit Al fps 3 er we ¢ ea ac Wo ui throughout the spring wheat 


growing i OAR It is a re- 
markable semi-hard spring 
wheat, yielding large crops, 
and is free fromrust. Our 
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crop. Ourseed this year is 
very fine, and we are sure it 
will please our customers. It 
is recleaned and graded’and 
you will find it absolutely 
free and elean, clear from ali 
oats and other noxious seed. 
Price: Lb.,25c33lbs.,60c. 
By frt., bags free, aboard 
the cars here, bu., 61.755 
5 bu. ormore, $1.65; 10 
bu. or more, $1.50: 


Earliest barley known. The | Thisis beardless,.and as casy to grow and handle as oats. It 
Success Beardless Barley straw iS about the heipitiof | has hulls like the Manshury or any o her old variety, and isa 
common barley, but better, and will stand up on any, land. heavy cropper, yielding from 50 to 75 bushels per acre, and the 
With good land and season has produced 80 bushels per acre. | ‘quality is excellent, both for maturing and for feeding hogs and 
Sow as early as you can; frost does not hurt it. Many farmers | otherstock. Seed is scarce this year. Price, by freight, bu.. 
will not grow barley on account of the ony harsh beards which 1.00; 2 bu. or more, 95c; 10 bu. or more, GOe, Bags 
afe so disagreeable in threshing; although it is a profitable crop. | ee, - 7 er 


AI ramsey thr My lig itty, millers pay more for it than 
iG. ad ee Aili ee Ha for any other sort. Itis fully 
it AN f | NH f i bil equal to the old Wife Wheat 
tab i il ! eel and yieldsa very much larger 
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MON ST ER RYE We consider Winter Rye one of the most 
vs important of all farm crops. In the first 
lace it is asure crop—failures being almost unknown. Every 
armer should have atleast afew acres ofit. Itis usually sown in 
the falland as it grows very vigorously will furnish pasture till 
late in the fall and also early in the spring before other grasses 
have begun to make a growth. If sown very early in the spring 
it makes an early and abundant pasture but will not make a 
grain peop. Our “Monster Rye” is of extra quality and we are 
sure it will please you no matter whether you want itfor pasture 
oragraincrop. Price, bush., $1.00; 5 bush. or more, 90c; 

10 bush. or over, 75c. 
SPRING RYE Distinct from the Winter Rye; grain of finer 
+ quality and more productive, and can be suc- 
cessfully grown in any latitude. It is now being largely sown in 
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the North in the place of oats, being a more profitable crop on ac- 
count of the production of nearly four times the straw. Price, 
Ib., 25¢; 3. Ibs.;60c,postpaid. By freight, bush., $1.50; 
2 bush. or more, $1.40; 5 bush. or more, $1.25. 


4 a 
WINTER WHE AT When you are interested in Fall 
, Ee or. Winter Wheat, write for our 
Special Winter Wheat Catalog, giving full description» of 
our. well known varieties, also our Imported Malakoff 
Winter Wheat. Will be ready to mail about August. Ist. 
Mailed free for the asking. Don’t fail tosow some of our 
Winter Wheat.this fall. ig 


Manshure Bearded Barley 329,62 ar re 


duced by Professor Henry, of the Wisconsin Agricultural Ex- 
sabi og Station eleven or twelve years ago. Since then it has 
een the standard and most popular barley ever introduced. — It 
has heen worth millions of dollars to the farmers in the barley 
growing states. Itisa barley of wonderful productiveness and 
13 not surpassed as a heavy yielder. Its malting qualities are un- 
surpassed, and on this account always commands the highest 
market price. It ripens early and has strong, stiff straw, with 
: long heavy heads, filled with plump, 
nice kernels, which are of a pretty 
bright color, and will not discolor 
from wet weather. Barley is in 
better demand than it used to be, 
and even at a moderate price it is a’ 
good and profitable crop to grow. 
The ‘‘Manshure Barley’? yields in 
ordinary seasons 60 to 65 bushels per 
acre, and in favorable seasons has 
yielded as high as 80 bushels; figur- 
ing only 45 to 50 cents a bushel, it is 
one of the best payingcrops. Price, 
1lb. *30c; 41bs., 75c, by mail. 
By freight or express, peck, 
50ce; 1 bush., $1.00; 10 bush: or 
more, 85c: Bags free. 


Ideal White Hulless Bar- 


| e And it is an ideal that pleases 

y all who try it. The heads are 
large and well filled with big plump 
kernels, which are hulless and of 
great value for feeding. Those who 


have grown it say that it produces 
avery much larger crop than any 
other variety. It weighs 60 to 65 


pounds to the measured bushel, 
while ordinary barley weighs only 
48 pounds. The straw is very stifft— 
and strong. It is the handsoynest, 
most productive and best variety we 
know of. Price, per pkt., 5c; Ib., 
50c; 3lbs., 75c, postpaid. By 
freight, per peck, 75c; bush. 
— we, $2.00; 2 bush, or more, 


At the prices quoted here we make 
no charges for bags or cartage on 
farm seeds. . The prices quoted are 
subject .to market fluctuations. 
Should any seeds seem high, or 
when customers are in need of large 
quantities, we will be pleased to 
quote them on application, the Low- 
est Prices that the market will just- 
ify atany time. Please state quanti- 
ities when. writing for prices, 


SEED FLAX. 


A very profitable crop and it pays 
toown yourown seed. Pricesubject 
to marketchanges. Price, lb., 25c; 
3 lbs., 6GOc. By freight, peck, 
65c;bush., $2.15. Ask for price 
in quantity. 


BROOM CORN 


Improved Evergreen #2", 


strength and straightness of brush 
this variety is unexcelled. It is of 
light green color without the slight- 
est reddish tinge. It makes far the 
best brooms of any grown. Height, 
7 to 8feet. Price, by mail, post- 
paid, 30c per lb. By freight, 
peck, 60c; half bush., $1.10; 1 
bush., $1.75. 

This is a 


Dwarf Evergreen oopuiar 


variety on account of its being not 
so liable to blow down and lodge as 
the taller varieties. Heads are very 


MANSHURY BARLEY. 


This is an old well known | brushy and make a fine yield. 


: Price, by mail, postpaid, 30c 
perlb. By freight, peck, G0c; half bush., $1.10; 1 bush., 


~ BUCKWHEAT ~ 


Should be sown about the middle of June, broadcast, using from 


1 to 3 pecks of seed to the acre. 
New 
Japanese - 


This new sort 
has proven to 
be much earl- 
ier and more 
productive 
than any other 
variety, grains 
very large and. 
ofarich brown - 
eolor. It ex- 3 
cels allin yield 
and earliness. 
Price, _post- 
paid, “9 
25e; 3 lbs., 
60c. By ex- 


p s 
bush., $1.50; 


b 
over, $1.30. 


Silver Hull 


A very good 
and popular 
variety. The 
grain is of a 
Tight gray x 
color, is rounder than the common variety, has a much thinner 
hull, matures earlier and yields a half more to theacre. Price, 
postpaid, Ib., 25c;3 lbs.,60c. By freight or express, 
peck, 40c¢; bush., $1.50; 5 bush. or more, $1.40. 


FIELD PEAS 


Field. peas are largely grown in the 
Southern Cow Peas Southern States, both as a hay crop 


and fertilizer, in which respect they are of great value. The 
peas may be sown in corn at the time of last cultivation ; or after 
a crop of early potatoes. They may be sown broadcast at the rate 
of one and one-half bushels per acre, or they may be planted in 
rows about three feet apart with acornplanter. This will require 
about one-half bushel of seed per acres. The cow peas, by their 
rapid, rank growth, keep down weeds and put the soil in good, 
friable condition for the next year’s erop, increasing the fertility 
of the soil to a remarkable extent. The vines furnish an excel- 
lent green food for milch cows until frost, or they may be, cut 
and cured for hay; or a very profitable way to dispose of the crop 
is to turn hogs into the field at the time the first peas are ripen- 
ing. They readily eat the foliage and well filled pods, and thrive 
amazingly. Or the entire crop may be plowed under asa green 
manure. 


Whippoorwill—An early variety, and the favorite in this 
section. Price, peck, 75c; bush. , $2.50. 

Clay—A rank and rapid grower, but later than the Whippoor- 
will. Price, peck, 75c;bush., $2.50. - ; 


FIELD CARROT | 


Saved from carefully selected stock. Thisis anindispensable 


root for the farm and is deserving of more general cultivation. 
They succeed best on sandy soil. When well managed there is 
no crop which will pay better. 


Improved Long Orange 
use. Per pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %1b., 20c; lb:, 50c, postpaid. 
By express, 5 lbs. or more, at 35c. a a 

* tren. The largest and most productive variety. Perpkty 
Victoria 5e; eel 10c; 44 lb.,.25c; lb., 75c,. postpaid. 
By express, 5 lbs. or more, at 50c. 


A standard sort ‘for field) cult- 


au - 
nk ah 


ure, and also desirable for table 


EARLY*AMBER CANE 


Amber cane in recent years has attracted great attention as 
food for live stock,.and is now recognized for its great value and 
adaptability assuch. Hts great merit asa food has become known 
and is here to stay, being very generally known and appreciated. 
The demand is increasing moré and more eyery year and each 
It ‘is profitably grown every- 
30 Mexico, of any- good corn land, 
and is not affected by drouth ‘as 
other crops are, but produces won- 
derful forage crops, rain or shine. 
As a. fodder plantit is the most pro- 
ductive and economical plané in 
existence, and of the very best qual- 
ity. Being sweet, tender and nutri- 
tious,it is greedily eaten by cattle, 
horses and hogs: Dairy:\.men find 
that cows give moreand richer milk 
from its use than any other food, 
and it is claimed, by some_that as 
high as twenty-five, thirty and even 
fifty tonsof'the green fodder have 
been grown from one acre. It can 
be cut several times during the sea- 
son if not- allowed to grow too large 
or high, and make a good, sweet 
hay. Sow 100 pounds per acre for 
* best-results. Price:Per lb., post- 
paid by mail 15c; 3-lbs., 40c. 
By freight 10 1lbs., 50c; 25 Ibs., 
85c; 100 lbs., $2.50; 500 Ibs. 
or more, $2.00 per 100 lbs. 


year ten fold more than the last. 
where,, from. Manitoba 


Write for prices on large quan- 
tities of these seeds, as they are 
subject to market changes and 
we will always quote you lowest 
prices. ; 


—— —S— = 


EARLY AMBER CANE. 


KAFFIR..CORN 


‘This.is.a most,excellent. fodder plant, yielding two crops of 
fodder during the season, .It grows from five to six feet high, 
making a straight, upright growth The stem or stalx bears 
-numerous wide leaves... The stalks keep green and are brittle 

Be and juicy, not 
hardening like 
other varieties 
of sorghum, 
making excel- 
lent fodder 
either green or 
dried, which is 
highly relish- 
ed by cattle, 
horses and 
mules. -The 
seed crop is al- 
so heavy, 
so ee t im f s 
yielding sixty 
bushels to the 
-acre. Both 
grain and fod- 
der are excel- 


remains ten- 
der to the full 
maturity of 
the seed. 
There is no 
failure about 
it, as it pos- 
sessesthequal- 
: ity that allthe 
tribe possess, 
of waiting for 
rain without 
- any loss of ea- 
pacity toyield. 
he grain is 
extremely val- 
uable for feed- 
ing to poultry 
and will make 
a flour that is 
like wheat. 
Cultivated the 
same as our 
common In- 
dian corn, re- 
quiring five 
pounds of seed 
Oi Gani er acre. For 
~ KAFFIR CORN. odder sow 
one-half to one bushel, either broadcast or in drills. Price: By 
freight, pk., 50c; bu. (50 pounds), $1.25; 2 bu. or more, 
1.15; 5 bu. or more, $1.00. 


- earing for the,corn. 


lent; the stalk , 


. the seed, as they are very much smaller. 
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MANGELS °AND SUGAR BEET 


Extensively grown in all parts of the country for feeding 
stock. Sow in April and May, in drills three feet apart, and thin 
to ten inches in the row. If your soil is deep and mellow, try the 
long varieties; if shallow the round kinds will do better. No 
crop pays the farmer or stock raiser better than mangels; 1,000 
bushels to the acre is an ordinary yield, while with good culture 
2,000 bushels and over have been grown to this amount of ground. 
These make the cheapest of foods for all kinds of live stock— 
horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, chickens, étc. Hasily grown and they 
help to keep stock in ‘good condition’ and free from disease. 
Dairymen claim that 4 bushel of mangels and a bushel of corn 
are’ worth more than two bushels of corn. Use'6pounds of seed 
toan acre. “GOLDEN TANKARD”—The popular variety. Roots 
are smooth, of very large size, and of excellent quality. Isa 
splendid keeper and we heartily recommend this strain of Gold- 
en Tankard to all. Price: Oz., 5c; % 1b. 15c3 1 Ib.. 40e; or 
5 Ibs., for one acre, $1.50. 


BEETS FOR STOCK FEED 


Mangel Wurzels An ever increasing acreage is being 


planted to stock beets, because of the 
wonderful results by feeding them as shown by the reports of 
our experiment stations, and leading farmers and stockmen. 
Fattening,. breeding and milk cattle do equally well on them. 
With dairy cattle, the flow of the milk is largely increased. 
About one-fourth of the dairy ration should be of roots: Hog 
cholera is prevented by their use. Sow in rows twoand a half to 
three feet apart as soon as the ground can be thoroughly worked. 
Cover seed about one and a kalf inches, making ground firm over 
the seed. Thin’to eight in. apart, when four inches high. Where 
many are grown a good drill and cultivator are needed. Five 
pounds sows an. acre. Decidedly a monstrous size beet and of 
regular shape and quality, nutritious, and valuable as a stoek 
food; blood-red. color, very smooth and decidedly improved 
strain of mangels., Plant from first of April up to last of June. 
A good root crop is essential from which to realize a good profit. 
aur Pkt., 4c; 4 1b. 10¢; 44.1b., 15c; 1lb., 25c; 5 lbs., 


How We Serve our Customers by Mail 


If you live a thousand»miles away your seed buying can 
be done as-easily and. satisfactorily as.if you-lived in reach of 
our Seed House. ; 

This is because we give. personal and careful attention to 
the filling of each order. If you are undecided as to the mer- 
its of a vegetable you ean leave it to our judgment and we 
will send you a variety we know will give satisfaction. 


PUMPKINS 


We place this among our field seeds, as they should be grown 
in every corn field. Hundreds of loads of pumpkins can be grown, 
without the cost of a cent for use of land, and but very little cost 
to plant, as they need-no tending further than what is needed in 
Some plant them by putting the seed in one 
of the planter boxes and making the hole one size larger ; others 
wait until. corn is plowed the first time and plant with a hoe. 
Hither way is good; and we think it would pay to use both 
methods of planting, part one way and part the other. 


: By This is widely known as Yankee Cow 
Connecticut Field Pumpkin, and there is no variety that 
will do so well among corn. Plant them on your richest corn 
land and you will be amply repaid. Price: Lb., 40c; in 10 


lb. lots, 25 cents per pound. 

. = Or sweet pumpkins. ‘These are the thick 
Kentucky Field meated, Satie kind that are used for.pies. 
They are extra good for stock but do not always thrive as well in 
corn. Some seasons they do fully as well as the other sort. 
Many farmers plant a patch of them by themselves on an.acre or 
two of land and it pays them, too, as they keep it up year after 
year. We price these extremely low, as it is much harder to. save 
Price: Ib.,. 25c., 
ostpaid. By freight, or express, 5 lbs., sOc per1b.; 10 
bs., 25¢ per pound, 


: Special Pumpkin: Offer 


We want eyery one of our farmer friends, and that 
means all who receive this book, to plant pumpkins this 
year, and will make special prices as follows: 

5 pounds Connecticut Field } $2.50 

5 pounds Kentucky Field 5} 
rO: pounds Connecticut Field 
10 pounds Kentucky Field 


$4.50 
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Dwarf Essex Rape RB 
The Most Popular and Profitable Forage Plant in Existence. CW G Ay ares 


on! 
The demand for ‘‘Dwarf Essex Rape”’ is increasing four-fold every cee 


d 
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year, and everywhere it gives the greatest satisfaction. It is easily Ait Nat 
grown everywhere and is unsurpassed as a forage plant for hogs, cattle See ay 
or sheep. They eat it greedily and seem to prefer it toany other pasture Uz 2 re CA\ 
during the summer and until late in the fall or early winter. Can be a7 


sown early in the season to provide early pasture for sheep and swine; 
-or sow in small grain a week or so before cutting, to provide pasture 
after harvest; or sow on the stubble; butitis usually sown in June, 
July or August, with corn or potatoes, or on well prepared land alone 
for summer and fall pasture. Makes a wonderfully productive pasture 
for sheep, hogs or cattle, and they gain flesh so rapidly that they soon 
‘tweigh like lead.” “While it is an ideal food for sheep, still it is of equal 
value for hogs and cattle, as they are very fond of it. It is extremely 


20772 


cheap, having yielded twenty tons of fodder per acre. Inthe east it is We 1g 
usually sown in drills, two or three pounds per acre, and cultivated, but i << 
in western states it is almost invariably sown broadcast, four to five US 


pounds per acre, and it grows so rapidly that all weeds are quickly 
smothered. When itis sown asa secondary or catch crop after small 
grain has been harvested, it is well to disk the ground thoroughly im- 
mediately before sowing. The United States Departmentof Agriculture 
claims that it adds greatly to the fertility of the soil for the following 
grain crop. One Nebraska farmer says that hesowed only three pounds 
per acre on a four and one-half acre field, and five weeks after sowing he 
turned eighty head of hogs and forty pigs into the field and they pas- 
tured there constantly until October. The plants grew so rapidly that 
at.no time could he tell where the hogs had been, twenty feet away 
from the gate. Our stock is the True ‘‘Dwarf Essex,’’ imported by us in 
carload lots direct from the best grower in England. Beware of low c 
prices on rapeseed this year, as some unscrupulous dealers last year 
substituted German rape, which can be sold at less than half price, but it goes quickly to seed and is worthless for forage purposes. 
‘Every one of our customers was pleased last year. Price: Pkt., 5c; 1b.; 30c; 3 lbs., 75c, postpaid. By freight, 5lbs., 
50c; 10 lbs., 85c; 25 lbs., $1.75; 100 Ibs., $6.00. Ask for circular on growing rape. a ey 


Pencillaria 222 220 a ee 


value: To the farmer for its im- 
mense growth of hay. To the 
dairyman for its excellent fodder. To the stockman for its 
quick-growing forage. To the poultryman for seed It isa 
“native of Central America. It is an annual plant, having broad 
oliage, very much resembling corn leaves. Itis of rapid growth, 


throwing out from one oe numerous suckers, and if cut as 
soon as it reaches the height of two or three feet, itcan be mowed 
from four to six times, according to the latitude, and yields 
several tons of dry hay per acre. If allowed to grow six or 
seven feet nigh, and cut when the flower heads begin to develop, 
it will. yield the—heaviest fodder crop. per acre of any 
plant now in cultivation. For feeding it is equal to any fodder, 


and is relished by any kind - pe pith er dry or green. 
‘ H or Hay purposes, sow 

Cultural Directions Jrytnimy dn ariis twelve 
to eighteen inches apart, dropping a seed every six or 
eight inches, or broadcast one pound per acre. As a 
Fodder plant sow in drills three or three and one-half 
feet apart, thinning cut tostand eighteen inches apart 
in thedrill. When high enough cultivate the field thor- 
oughly, as this may be the only opportunity; the 
grpwib becoming so dense that a cultivator could not 
e used a second time. As a Green food it will support 
four cows and other stock in proportion, from the 
time it is thirty inches high until the end of theseason. 
As a Seed producer it must have ample space to grow 
in—two to three feet apart in the rows, and three to 
three and one-half feet between the rows. Cultivate 
twice. Per pkt., 5¢;0z.,10c¢; %Ib., 15ce31 1b., 35c; 
3lbs., $1.00, postpaid. By express or freight, 
$12.00. Sow some of our Pencillaria. There is 
nothing better for fodder. j 


Mammoth Russian Sunflower 
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Largest Sunfiower. This is without doubt one of 
the best paying crops that can be raised. Seeds ure the 
.. best of food for poultry, and is muchcheaper to raise 
‘ thancorn. Stalks, which row very large, make excel- 
lent fire-wood. It is alsosaid to afford protectionagainst | 
malaria. Large pkt.,5c; lb:, 200; 3lbs.,55ce. By 
freight, 10 lbs., 70c; bu. of 25}bs. $1.50. 
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NORTHERN GROWN SEED POTATOES %2.20'*2es 


compare with those produced in the North, either for vigor and 
freedom from disease, or producing and long-keeping' qualities. 
Our seed potatoes have been carefully and especially grown for 
seed. Last season was rather unfavorable for growing potatoes, 
but we are pleased to say that the quality of our stock is as fine 


d 


as Was ever grown. . 


Ratekin’s Extra Early 


The finest in quality of all 
early potatoes, and the earliest 
variety of good size. We have 
tested it thoroughly for many 
years, and still find it as early as 
the very early small southern 
sorts under the sameconditions, 
whileit produces largerand finer 
tubers. The potatoes are oblong 
in form, with very pale brownish 
skin with few.eyes. Thecooking 
of Ratekin’s Extra Early is all 
that could be desired,.it being | 
the very finest variety that we 
have ever grown. .- It is the best 
variety for truckers, as it ripens 
very evenly aswell asearly. The } 
tops die down quickly as soon as__ 
the crops are’ matured so that 
the potato may be dugearly and 
the land planted to second crop 
for ‘succession. Price, by 
freight at purchaser’s ex- 

ense, peck, 60c; halfbush., 

1.00; bush., $1.75; 5 bush. 
or more, $1.60 per bush. 


Early Rose Grown in Red 


River Valley of 
North Dakota. Fancy hand- | 
picked,-selected stock, smooth and nice. For several years past 
we have been having these grown in the noted Red River Valley, 
about 500 miles north, and careful tests have proven them to be 
fully ten days earlier than our lowa grown stock. Thisis a great 
advantage to the gardener and puts this variety at the head of 
the list of extra earlies. They areal! of good average size, strictly 
pure, smooth and entirely free from scab.and rot. In our tests 
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EARLY ROSE, POTATO. 


ina J.W. Ratekin, the seedhouse man, is harvest- 
Fine Potatoes ing his potatoes which he had planted in the 
west end of town, and is himself surprised, and gratified at the 
quality and the yield. The soil is black and loamy and the pota- 
toes roll out large, clean, smooth and wholly free from scabs or 
defects of any. kind; and they are of almost uniform size, no small 
ones to throw away, allare marketable and average near a pound 
jn weight. The Séntinel representative had the pleasure of see- 
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IT.. PAYS. TO.CHANGE 


No-potatoes | 
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SEED. EVERY-YEAR. 
ADVANTAGES OF CHANGING SEED 22er Js. 2° 


that we raise that isso much benefited by the introduction of 
fresh seed from time to time as the potato. They seem to take 
on new life and to prosper wonderfully, provided the change is 
to a well selected stock, and the further north it is grown, the 
better. Our best customers will not plant their own raising of 
seed. at all, but buy of us every year. . They can grow nearly 
double the crop on the same land that they can from their own 
raising, and the tubers are smoother, handsomer and of better 
quality, and more saleable on the markets. 
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they are positively the earliest to mature their entire crop of any 


variety we have ever had, and outyield others about two to one. 
This is a standard varigty. ~Don’t plant Iowa grown stock when 
you can obtain these, as the result our customers obtain from this 
seed is wonderful. One prominent market gardener, who raised 
a great many varieties, reported that our Early Rose beat them 


nll, We bought our stock early from the most reliable growers 


“and we can honestly say our present stock of several thou- 
sand bushels is the finest we have ever stored away for seed 
and are offering them at an exceptionally low price. 


We could give hundreds of testimonials, highly praising 
our Red River potato, and there is not. the shadow of a. doubt 
that they are the greatest early potato ever raised. . Price, 
peck, 35c; half bush., 55c; bush., $1.00; 5 bush. or 
over, 90c per bush. 


J desire to 
large lot of seed of any kind, be sure 
to send list'and let us quote special 
prices. Our orders range from five 
cents upwards, but we arenot afraid 
of big orders. Our largest retail or- 
der was for $1,370.00 worth of seed. 
Another customer’s, purchases 
amounted to $1,487.83 during the 
season, but it was divided up into 
several orders. Both were perfectiy 
satisfied. . : 


Potatoes received today in. good 
eondition.—W. E. Crawford, Cleone, 
Oregon. 


The potatoes received from you are 
the finest I ever had.—A. A. Perry, 
2% Meckling, South Dakota. 

The potatoes you shipped me are 
the nicest I have’ ever seen in size, 
smoothness and purity.—Geo. M. 
Graff, Orleans, Illinois. 

Potatoes received {O. K. and they 

: are very nice.—L. Woodman, Blocks-» 
: burg, California. 
ing these potatoes as they were being gathered from the ground 
and he certainly never before saw so fines lotof spuds. The 
are of the Early Ohio variety and the seed was selected wit 
special care by Mr. Ratekin from the Red Riyer Valley._. The 
ield will be considerably over 800 bushels tothe acre... If Mr. 
atekin is as successful with all his seed products as he has been 
with these potatoes, his patrons will have occasion to rejoice. 
: —Shenandoah Sentinel. Oct: 4. 


SESS; 


80 


RATEKIN’S SEED: HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


SEED’ POTATOES—=Contified) > 


Early Ohio Potatoes Our. Specialty» 


*. Early Ohiois 
; Early Ohio th as m Bee 
popular early potatoe in the 
country.’ Wehavemorecalls 
for it than for any other yva- 


riety. Every potato grower 
knows what it is and just 
about what it will do’in his 
loeality. ‘It is the standard 
extra early the country over, 
and other varieties are meas- 
ured by it. We willventure 
to'say that not one farmer in 
ten, the country over, who 
thinks he has Early Ohio, has 
pure stock. Mostofthem do 
not know they are mixed. 
But Early Ohio is an old ya- 
riety and has .pecome 
frightfully mixed through- 
out the United States. Farm- 
ers and market gardeners 
better sell off their own 
Ohios and get some of our 
improved, grown from Red 
River Valley seed. We con- 
sider our stock of Ohios to be 
the earliest, purest and 
altogether the handsomest 
stock of Early Ohio potatoes 
to be found anywhere. They 
are grown under conditions 
that make them cost more 
than common stock. They 
are selected with the utmost 
care, and the result is grand, 
such as to delight everyone 
who knows and appreciates.2, 
good potato. Every one of 
them is a picture of whatan 
Early Ohio potato should be. 
Price: Pk., 35¢e;_% bu, 
55c; bu., $1.00; 5 bu. or 
over, 90c a bu. 

Write for prices on larger 


quantities. 
A spilen- 


Pat’s Choice 4:5?:5°% 


dium late variety originated 
in Minnesota. The tubersare 
long, smooth and handsome, 
skin light pink in color, with 
eyes of a deeper shade, and 
covered over with a thick 
netting, which always indi- 
cates excellent quality. Asis known, Pat is a sharp fellow when 
it comes to passing judgment on Irish potatoes, and the general 
testimony is that he knew what he was about when he made his 
choice. ‘Price: Pk., 35¢c; bu., $1.00. / 
Introduced in 1891. ‘The Banner isthe finest 
Banner Potato main crop white potato on the market, and 
probably no variety ever introduced has made as good a record 
in so short a time with all classes of growers on allekinds of soil. 
None surpassit in uniform handsome appearanee. Its shape is a 


little oblong and slightly flattened, cooking through easily. The 


eyes are very shallow. The size is large and desirable, very few 
under market size. Alwayssmooth and. fegular in form; strong 
and vigorous from the very sprout. “As near blight and scab 
proof as any. The flesh is very white,“and whether boiled or 
baked has the same fine table qualities=always dry and floury. 
Season, medium late. Choice Sorted Northern Grown Stock. 
Price: Pk., 40c; % bu., 70¢;\bu., $1.25; 5 bu. or over, 


$1.10. : 
€ 4 < This is a new potato of the Ohio 
Earliest Six Weeks type, and it seems to be in great de- 


mand everywhere. It is not the heaviest yielder, but is particu- 
larly adapted for the early garden, as it will produce good size, 


round to oblong, smooth tubers, ready for use everywhere in six’ 


weeks from planting, and the tubers will be in good condition for 
cooking,even when partly grown. Market gardeners and all others 
who grow potatoes cannot afford to be without this splendid early 
potato. We will say that the Six Weeks is planted by more 
people who want a few early potatoes in the garden than any 
other variety in existence. -They grow so rapidly and mature so 
early that the potato bugs have no chance at all, making their 
crop, if planted early, before the young bugs become numerous, 
and the yield is always good; considering their extra earlinesss. 
Price: Pk., 35¢; % bu., 55c; bu., $2.00. 


Potatoes, like oats, the seed should be changed often. Always 


buy Northern stock, and’ you will have the. best potatoes. We 
are headquarters. 


Write for special prices on ‘potatoes in large quantities. 
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' «With no other seed is the importance of ‘change more essemn- 
tial than with potatoes, and by using our northern grown seed. 
you are assured of early maturity, increased yield and vigorous 


growth. The varieties we list, we think the best and most satis- 


factory sorts for growing in Iowa and other states of the same 
latitude, and we have many customers in the north and far south. 
who consider our stock much superior to any other. 


Order as early as possible, stating whether you desire them 
shipped by express or freight, and we will ship as soonas the 
weather permits. We will ship at any time, when requested to 
do so, regardless of the weather, but customers in this case must: 
take the risk. Prices are subject to any important market 
changes. Ask for special quotations on large lots. ~ - 


Mammoth White Artichokes — 
Animprovement on the Jerusalem Artichoke. The greatest 
hog food known. These areattracting much attention ona 
of their great fattening properties, great productiveness (over 
one thousand bushels having been grown on one acre); and the 
ease with which they can be grown. They need not be dug in the 
fall; the hogs should be turned on them, and will -help themselves 
by Pee orthem. One acre will keep from twenty to thirty 
head in fine condition from October to April, except when the 
ground is frozen too hard for them to root. Theyarealso said to 
be a preventive of hog cholera and other diseases, and they are 
also highly recommended for milch cows, increasing the yield of 


“milk and at the same time improving their condition. Three to: 


five bushels will seed an acre, and they may be planted whole or’ 
cut the same as potatoes, one eye to a piece being sufficient.. 
Plant in April or May, in rows three feet apart and two feet in: 
the row, and cover about two inchesdeep. Todestroy them they” 
should be plowed under when the plant isabout a foot high, at the! 
d tuber has decayed and new ones are not yet formed... 
Price: Lhb., 25c; 3 lbs., 60c, postpaid. By freight or ex= 
press, pk., 40c; bu., 90c. to lint ® 


' The barrel of Extra Early Ohio potatoes received from yow 
were all right in every respect.—D. H. Hoffman Arcanum, Ohio 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 31. 


ee eS 


GRASS: AND: CLOVER SEEDS 


esha 


© © “Since the last three or four years all'the meat and dairy products have commanded a very high market 
price, so that most all intelligent farmers have given this moré attention than ever before. The best breeds 


4 of cattle and Swine obtainable are securéd, almost regardless of cost, to bring the herds up to the highest point 


of perfection, which is business-like’ and surely a step towards success. As necessary as good breeding stock 

is, so essential are good Grasses and Clovers for your stock to feed and thrive on. Good Pastures and Mead- 

ows are the foundation for all successful Dairy and Stock farming. More and better grasses are required than 

Timothy, Blue Grass or Red Clover, which are in most sections the only grasses sown. The more grass we 

zZrow, the more cows and cattle we can feed, and the larger the income. Of all the crops produced, the grass 

crop of the world is by far the most impertant. No other crop is so necessary to the sustenance of the various 

‘forms of animal life, and in no other way can soil fertility and soil moisture be so easily maintained as by 
sowing the proper kinds. of Grass and Clover Seed. No matter how large a variety of forage and fodder plants 
you may grow, you cannot replace a good Pasture or Meadow, for not any of these contain such nourishing and 
milk-producing elements as a good. combination of Grasses and Clovers. We say combination, for one kind 
of Grass. or Clover will not make a complete or balanced ration any more than single varieties of fodder plants, 
and as nearly all-Kinds of Grasses and Cloyers supply different forms of nourishment, it is plain that the 
larger the varieties of Grasses and Clovers we sow for Pastures and Meadows, the better the feeding and milk- 
producing qualities will be. 

Another. important faetor which should not be overlooked is that most all the different Grass and Clover 
plants subsist also .on. different soil elements, and it is therefore obvious that the larger the variety of Grass . 
and Clover Seeds sown for Pasture or Meadow, the larger the yields of these will be. 

» -) We- have for years devoted.a large part of our Catalogue to the deseription of the various kinds of Grasses 
and Clovers,jand have carried on extensive experiments on our own farms to ascertain the varieties best adapted 
to the different kinds of soil and for the various purposes. These are not only garden plot tests, but are as 
extensive as conducted by anyone, devoting sometimes from five to fifteen acres to single varieties. Having 
studied Grasses and Grass Seeds from actual experience, we are in a position to know something about the habits 
of the different kinds and their nature. On this and the following pages we have given a full description of the 
most important Pasture and Meadow Grasses. Everybody can select therefrom, according to the requirements, 
such varieties as are best adapted for his soil and purpose. We have also put up Clover-Grass Mixtures for 
Permanent Pastures and Meadows, well considering the growth, maturity and adaptability to the different kinds 
of soil and for the various purposes, thus enabling our customer to make the right selection of the proper 
Grass Seed required for his particular soil and purpose. The utmost attention that we exercise in selecting and 
putting’ up’ these Clover-Grass Mixtures accounts for the great success our customers have with them, as the 
many letters received from them, of which we have a few printed on the enclosed circular, will prove. 


1. BROMUS INERMIS—Also known as “Austrian Brome Grass,” 
“Hungarian Brome Grass” and “Awnless Brome Grass.” Of all 
the Grasses ever introduced none of them have proven so valuable and of 
such great importance as Bromus Inermis. It is a hardy perennial, with- 
standing the extremes of heat, drought and cold better than any other of our 
cultivated grasses. It has been fully proven that it will not only succeed 
and grow under conditions that prove fatal to timothy, clover, orchard grass 
or alfalfa, but it will also make the most astonishing yields under such 
unfavorable circumstances, : 

The experiment stations of Colorado, Minnesota, Manitoba, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and the different grass stations of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C., have conducted extensive experiments, and all 
speak of it in the.highest terms. 

Bromus Inermis is a native of Hurope and Asia, ranging from France 
eastward into Siberia, growing along roadsides, river banks, borders of fields 
and woods, and upon sterile hillsides and pastures. It is a vigorous, hardy 
perennial, with strong, creeping rootstocks, smooth, upright, leafy stems, one 
to four feet high, and loose, open panicles, or ‘“‘seed heads,’’ four to eight 
inches long. In a few years it forms a very tough sod, soon crcwding out 
other grasses, clovers and weeds. Its remarkable drought-resisting qualities 
have proved it to be the most valuable grass for dry regions where other 
grasses could hardly exist. 

As it is thoroughly permanent and grows with wonderful rapidity, pro- 
ducing heavy crops and luxuriant pastures, its value to the farmers of dry 
regions cannot be over-estimated. All kinds of stock eat it with relish, and 
the chemical analyses made show that it is rich in flesh-forming ingredients, 
much more so than timothy. It is very hardy and is not injured by severe 
spring and fall frosts when once established. As it starts to grow very early 
in the spring before any of the grasses upon the native prairies show any 
signs of life, and remains green and succulent far into November, it will 
supply the long-felt want of. early spring and late fall pastures. 

The yield of hay from Bromus Inermis varies from two to four and a half 
tons per acre, according to climatic conditions, method of seeding and fertility 
of soil. The quality of the hay is excellent, fully equaling that of timothy in 
palatability and nutritive qualities. In order to obtain the best product, the 
hay should be cut at time of full bloom. One important feature which dis- 
tinguishes Bromus Inermis from other hay grasses is that it does not deterior- 
ate rapidly after the flowering period, and, even if cut when the seeds are 
ripe, the hay will have lost but little of its nutritive qualities, owing to the 
fact that after the seed-bearing stem has grown up, a large number of leafy 
shoots spring up from the base. After furnishing three or four crops of hay 
the sod thickens up too much for a good growth of stems. This thickening 
occurs sooner if the grass is allowed to ripen seed than it does when it is cut 
for hay, or if it has been seeded heavily at first. 

After the hay crop has been taken off a heavy growth of aftermath or sec- 
ond growth springs up. It seems to be especially adapted for permanent pas- 
tures. If one desires to use it for pasture at once it will be better to seed it 
thickly at the rate of about twenty-five pounds per acre. 

Bromus Inermis will withstand extreme changes in the temperature with- 
out injury.’ Its ability to produce good pasture during long periods of drought 
far exceeds that of any other cultivated variety. In Canada, where it had 
been exposed to a temperature of forty and fifty degrees below zero and not 
= covered by snow, it was entirely uninjured. Out of seven or eight hundred 

varieties tried at the Kansas Experiment Station this proved to be the best. 
5 : rots enomee ee Without doubt it is the grass for the semi-arid regions of the West. From 
the reports, received it is evident that it is very little influenced by the changes of climate. It does well in California, Kansas, 
Montana, North and South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Wyoming, and all parts of Canada. 
»» In;ordering Bromus Inermis be sure that you procure. our Superior Northern Grown Bromus Inermis, 4s this is 
the. only’ seed’ that: is well filled, plump and heavy, and is considerably better than such brands as are sold under 
“Prime;’? ‘Sterling,’ and is therefore of greater vitality and better germination than imported seed, Our seed being 
grown on ‘clean ground, is. free from all,impurities-and true to name. 


2 Price: Superior Northern Grown Bromus Inermis—Ib., 16c.; bu. (14 Ibs.), $1.75; 100 Ihs., $11.00. Lbe 
prepaid by mail, 25c. Choice or Imported Bromus Inermis: Lh., 15c.; bu., $1.50; 100 lbs., $10.00. 
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TIMOTHY 


No’yariety of our natural grasses 
is more cultivated than timothy, 
and for meadows itis very valuable. 
It is: best suited to moist, rich, 

strong and loamy soils, where it 
grows to perfection, but does not 
succeed well on dry, sandy soil. It 
is very nutritious; and makes: good 
hay, but should be cut at the time of 
flowering. When sown with clover 
it makes but a small growth and 
must be cut young if the clover is 
secured in good season. We are lo- 
cated in the best section of the coun- 
try for growing timothy seed, and 
more of it is grown in lowa than 
in any part of the world. Our seed 
is extra nice. Sow 1! pounds per 
acre. Price: Per lb., 20c}3 3 lbs., 
50c, postpaid. By freight per 
bu. (45 lbs.), $1.50. Bags 15c. 
each extra. Ask for price in 
quantity. 
ery hardy native perennial grass, succeeding best 
Red Top oe Bod, It be Pare itself toa ss 
of soil’; however, even to quite dry situations,.and stands, our 
hot climate admirably. It is, perhaps, the most permanent grass 
we have. Itremains green for the greater part of the year, and 
its long trailing stems form a very close, matting turf, that is not 
affected by trampling. Sown largely in marshy land and sloughs 
in the west. In the east itis one of their principal sorts, but is 
not so highly valued here. Fancy cleaned seed. Price: Per lb. 
30c; 8 lbs., 75c; postpaid. By freight, per bu. (14 lbs.), 
$1.40; 5 bu. or more, @ $1.30 
Succeeds 


Meadow Fescue or English Blue Grass Fares 


almost all soils, from high, dry land to moist, standing the dry 
summer heat excellently. It is valuable as a pasturage grass, 
being one of the earliest in the spring and latest in the fall. It is 
very nutritious.and greedily.eaten by all kinds of stock, and very 
fattening. Is hardy, never grows in tufts, and, being tender and 
succulent, makes excellent hay._ It is a perennial, two to three 
feet high, flowering in JuneandJuly. Price: Lb., 30c; 3 lbs. 
75c, postpaid. By freight per bu. (14 lbs.), $1.50; 5 bu. 
or more, @ 35 
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Asa meadow or hay grass this variety is 

Johnson Grass highly esteemed in the south, where during 
the hottest and driest seasons it can be relied upon to yield 
heavily. The aggressiveness of this grass has caused it to becon- 
sidereda veritable curse by some farmers by spreading into cul- 
tivated fields, but itis highly esteemed by those who understand 
it. Where it is desired to keep it within bounds, the seed should 
never be allowed to ripen, as it spreads from the seeds dissemin- 
ated through hay much more than is generally supposed. Be- 
sides, when fully ripe, the feeding value is little better than corn 
stalks, but cut before the seed tops emerge from the sheathes, its 
value as shown by chemical analysis is better than timothy hay. 
When cut at time recommended the embyro seeds are unpollen- 
ized and imperfect, and are incapable of sprouting, so there is 
no possibility of introducing this grass where it is not wanted by 
using: such hay. We only advise the sowing of Joéhnson Grass 
where it is desired to remain as permanent meadow. Should be 
sown August to October, or in spring, at the rate of one bushel 
per.acre. Price: 25clb., postpaid; 10 lbs., lle per Ib.; 


100 lbs., 10c perlb. Bags free. 

? (Or English Rye Grass) A nutritious, 
Perennial Rye Grass permanent grass for meadows and 
pasture, or for mixing with other grasses for Jawns. Does well 
on sloping banks, as its roots are fibrous and mat-like. Is espe- 
cially adapted for pastures, as it will endure close cropping and 
is of strong, quick and successive after-growth. It produces an 
abundance of foliage, which remains bright and green through- 
out the season, and for this reason is also much used for lawn 
grass mixtures. It is also well adapted for permanent meadows, 
and yields large quantities of very nutritious hay, which is well 
liked by all kinds of stock. Does well on almost any land, but 
prefers rich or moist soil. Sow twenty_pounds peracre. Price: 
Per lb., 25c; 3 Ibs., GOc, postpaid. By freight, per bu. 
(14l1bs.), $1.20; 5 bu. or more, @ $1.00. 


Tall Meadow Oat Grass For. cither hay or a permanent 


pasture a most valuable grass, 
which can be successfully grown in all parts of the country. It 
is considered a desirable seed for all grass mixtures. It starts 
very early in the spring, and is a very valuable pasture grass 
pn this account. Succeeds best in deep, rich, sandy soils, and 
even on clay and heavy dry soil it does well. Grows tall and 
therefore desirable for meadow. Does not winterkill. Seldom 
sown alone, but should be included in all mixtures. Price: Per 
Pe con” 8 1bs., $1.00 postpaid. By freight, bu. (14 1bs.), 
8. s i 
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Kentucky Blue Grass yoy va 


exceedingly popular in some ner Hong-af 
ob .18 
in 


a 


the country, as a pasture grass. 
productive, and unusually. early ; 
spring, furnishing delicious food for all 
kinds of stock. itis not easily affected 
by frost or drouth, is suited toa great 
variety of soils, succeeding best on a 
moist, rich meadow. For permanent 
pastures it is particularly valuable, be- - 
ing of dwarf growth, therefore not so 
well suited for meadows. Unexcelled 
_for lawns. Our seed_is all new crop, 
best sree, “Fancy Cleaned.” Sow Th 
pounds per acre for pasture, or sixty to 
one hundred pounds forlawns. Price: 
Per lb., 3Cc; 3 Ibs., 75c; bu. (14 
lbs.), 32.00; 5 bu. or more, $1.75. 
A fine grass-‘which 


Meadow Foxtail 3"eScan ec 


adapted for permanent pasture. ’ It is 
one of the very first to start growth in 
the'spring, and is of remarkably quick 
and strong aftergrowth, either when 
closely cropped or after mowing. It is 
, ‘especially adapted for sowing in low, 
wet places, in marshes, or sloughs, and an occasional overflow 


KENTUCKY BLUE GRASS 


of several days will not harm it. Many are under theimpression 
that this valuable grass.is the same as a wild species common] 
known as Fox Tail or Squirrel Tail, and are afraid to sowit: 
they will read this description carefully they will find it is not 
1lb., postpaid, 25c; 
- bu. (14 lbs.), $3.00; 100 lbs. or more, 2l1c per lb. Bags 

ree. 

Nots—The seed is very light, 1 ounce containing 76,000 kernels. 


similar to this wild grass‘seed. Price: 


‘ An annual variety of above; which can 
Italian Rye Grass be depended on to give.a large crop the 
first year. Valuable for sowing with crimson clover. as a catch 
crop on red clover fields where clover has winter killed. Does 
well on any good clover land. Sow twenty pounds per acre. 
Per lb., 30c; 3 lbs.,.80¢; postpaid. By freight, perbu.. 
(14 1bs.),,$1.20;5 bu. or more, @ $1.00. - oy, fi 


This is a grass that is eminently adapted for - 
Ber muda Grass the southern states, as it withstands drouth 
and the scorching rays of the sun better than any other variety. © 
In all tropical countries this grass is highly esteemed for its 
drouth resisting qualities, and also for the peculiar habit of its 
growth; the wiry roots of the grass in‘running over the surface 
of the ground form a strong fibrous matting. ‘This has caused it 
to be sown largely for the purpose of binding banks of creeks and 
dams, etc. For lawns itis. also highly prized, as while all other 
grasses are burned up during the hot season, Bermuda Grass will 
remain green, and if regularly mown it will make quite a velvety 
carpet. The only drawback is that in winter it looks a little 
brown, but in the southern states, an all-the year-round green 
lawn can be maintained by sowing English rye-grass every fall 
at the rate of fifty pounds*per acre, and harrowing, or raking 
into the Bermuda Grass sod. Bermuda Grass seed should be sown 
in the spring, as it willnot germinate until warm weather comes, 
As a grass for hay or pasture, it matures and gives its first cut- 
ting ordinarily in June. Sow eight pounds per acre. Price: 
80c per Ib.; 5 Ibs., 75e¢ per lb.; 100 Ibs., 7O0c per lb. q 


e PRICES ~ 


Grass seeds are sold on a very close margin. of protié and 
prices are constantly changing with the market. Should you 
desire a quantity of anything in this line, be sure to write us for 
special prices, naming the amount needed. Most kinds of grass 
seeds are somewhat higher in prices this year, but please remem- 
ber that our quotations are for our best grades of recleaned seed, 
and we know that price is as low as suca grades can be bought 
for anywhere. “At the pound rate we prepay postage. Grain 
bags to hold seedy.15 cents each extra. 


Not a pound of Grass and Clover Seeds leaves our 
house until being thoroughly cleaned. 


- Japanese Barnyard Millet 


Is called by one Seedsman ‘‘Billion Dollar Grass.” Our. Japanese 
Millet Seed is Hardy, being Northern Grown. 


If sown on good soil, will out-yield any variety. The best 
soil is rather moist, but not wet. On good corn land it has yield- 
ed over 20 tons of green forage per acre. The forage is tender 
and sweet and highly relished by stock, and it is superior to corn 
fodder for milch cows. For horses, mules cows, hogs, etc., it — 
has no superior, while all kinds of poultry thrive upon it'in its 
green state. It is endorsed by Agricultural Experiment Stations 
all over the country. It will ae ae close to 75 bushels of seed 
per acre (35 lbs. per’bu.), which is the equal of oats in nutritive 


value. Sow about 12 quarts per acre about the first of May Sut 
can be'sown. as eet August. first. with good results... Price: 
‘bs., '76e,. postpaid. By freight, per, bu. 


Per lb. 30¢; 3 
$2.25 
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PERMANENT MEADOW. MIXTURES. 


_ Will make the best quality hay every year, the mixture con- 
taining auch grasses as produce a heavy growth, and mature 
tg 9 We send out the No. 1 mixture when not otherwise 
ordered, as it is adapted to medium or average soils. Sow about 
20 Ibs. per acre, or for a top seeding about half the amount. 

NO. 1. FOR. MEDIUM SOILS.—Contains Meadow Fescue, 
Perennial Rye Grass, Italian Rye, Orchard. Grass, Tall Meadow 
Oat, Timothy, Red Clover and Alsike, Sweet Vernal, etc. 

NO. 2. FOR HIGH, DRY LAND, LIGHT ORGRAVELLY SOILS. 
—Contains Sheep’s Fescue, Alfalfa, Hard Fescue, Perennial Rye 
Grass, Meadow Fescue, Timothy, Kentucky Blue Grass, Sweet 
Vernal, etc. 

» NO..3. FOR HIGH, DRY LAND, HEAVY OR CLAY SOILS.— 
Contains much the same as above with the addition of Orchard 
Grass, Crested Dog’s Tail and Bromus. 

“NO. 4. FOR MOIST AND RICH SOIL, OR LAND SUBJECT TO 
_ OVERFLOW.—Contains Water Meadow Grass, Meadow Foxtail, 
_ Perennial Rye Grass, Meadow Fescue, Red Top, Meadow soft 
zh Grass, Alsike Clover, etc. 

~-- NO. 5. FOR TOP SEEDING SWAMPS, MARSHES, ETC.— 
‘ (Sow ten lbs. per acre.) Contains much the same as above, in 


SS different ‘proportions. 


»° Any of the above Permanent Meadow Mixtures, per 


_‘Yb., 800; 3 Ibs., 75c., postpaid. By freight, 20 ibs., $2.25; - 


50 Ibs., $5.00; 100 lbs., $9.50. 


~~ CLOVER SEED 


= » For many years we have made this a specialty, and we now 
have our electrical machinery for.cleaning so perfected that _we 
claim.that our, grades average better than those. of most other 
markets, and believe that they cannot fail to please the most 
particular. Other seed dealers who have happened to be in our 
warehouse when we were cleaning clover, have often remarked 

; that the seed looked so extra 
nice they should not reclean 
it. From these same lots of 
seed we were cleaning out 
@ three to five. pounds per 
=f bushel of trash, sand and 
shrunken clover seed. This 
makes quite a difference in 
real value, and our seed is 
really worth 10 cents to $1.00 
i iwiwsy per bushel more than that 
SuHitiveyis obtained from most dealers. 


AWS 
: H On clover and grass 
Prices seeds are ena otter 
almost daily, so that we aie 
unable to quote prices which 
which will be. invariable. 
Don’t fail to write for prices 
before buying. We issue a 
erie list each week from 
anuary to June. Crop is 
short this year: If youarein 
a hurry.for. the seed you.can 
order it and we will send 
seed to full value of money 
sent on day order is received. 


— 
y peru 
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we are selling at on the date 
this catalogue goes to press 
(Dee. 10, 1905): We prepay 
postage at the 1 and 3]Jb. 
rate; larger quantities 
shipped at purchaser’s expense. Trial pkts. of any va- 
riety at 5ceach. Grain bees 15¢ ears vege oe at 
: ‘ is is the most important ofa 
Medium Red Clover clovers and the standard every- 
where for hay and pasture. Itis known as Common Red or June 
Clover in many sections. Our Iowa grown clover seed has be- 
come widely known for its paris strong vitality, hardiness, 
vigorous and healthy growth, and stooling quantities, so that 
now we receive man } 
parts of the U.S. and also from foreign countries. It has been test- 
ei by Agricultural Exneriment Stations throughout the country, 
‘and ranks among the highest everywhere. Weclaim that it will 
.produce as much if not more hay per acre and that of better 


quality than seed from-any other section, and well posted farm: - 
‘ers are beginning to appreciate the difference between it and ordi- — 


The following are the-prices. 


urders annually from the most distant - 


‘nary stock. Perhaps you can buy seed a trifle cheaper per 
bushel from some other dealer, but if you really desire to save 
“money you will find that it does not pay to buy the inferior seed | 


-‘eontaining a mixture of weed seeds, dirt, sand, shrunken clover, 
ete. It pays to have the best. Sow 15 lbs. per acre. Perlb., 
30c; 3 lbs., 80c, postpaid. Per pk., $2.00; bu. (60 lbs), 

$7.50. Bags extra, 15c each. es 
Useful for. thick- 


Medium Red Clover Son4,Sra¢e. 


for our customers who want a cheaper grade, and while we do 


‘not claim that it is equal to our best, it is as good as much of the 


seed furnished by other dealers. Country merchants frequentl 
buy this grade because they can make a larger profit out of it. 


Per bu., $6.75. % eat 
Alfalfa or Lucerne Clover (ot3 oder the country. 


Under proper management it will yield fromt en to twelve tons 


ee 


ening pastures, etc. Will list this 
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PERMANENT. PASTURE MIXTURES 


Selected with a view to having a succession of grasses coming 
on constantly from earliest spring through the dry summer 
weather, and through the fall» It-is' permanent and ‘keeps im- 


proving year after year. Sow about 20 lbs. per acre, or for top 
seeding, half the amount. ; Pines 
NO. 6. FOR MEDIUM SOILS.—Contains Kentucky Blue Grass 


Meadow Fescue, Perennial Rye Grass, Orchard Grass, Pall Mea- 
dow Oat Grass, Hard Fescue, Alsike Clover, White Clover, Tim- 
othy, Red Clover, ete. oe 

NO. 7. FOR HIGH, DRY GRAVELLY SOILS.—Contains Sheep’s 
Fescue, Hard Fescue, Creeping Bent, Bromus Inermis, Crested 
Dogstail, Meadow Fescue, Timothy, Kentucky Blue Grass, White 


Clover, etc. 


_ NO. 8. FOR HIGH, DRY HEAVY OR CLAY SOILS.—Con: 
tains much the same as aboye, mixed in different proportions, 
with the addition of Alfalfa and Orchard Grass. 

NO. 9. FOR MOIST AND~VERY RICH SOILS.—Contains 
Perennial Rye Grass, Water Meadow Grass, Water Fescue, Mea- 
dow Foxtail, Orchard Grass, Meadow Soft Grass, ‘all Meadow 
Oat Grass, Alsike, ete. ; 

NO. 10. FOR ORCHARDS, WOOD PASTURES AND SHADY 
PLACES.—Contains Wood Meadow Grass, Orchard Grass, Ken- 
tucky Blue Grass, English Blue Grass, Meadow Foxtail, Sweet 
Vernal, Red Clover, Alsike, ete. 


Any ofthe above Permanent*® Pasture Mixtures, per 
lb., 30c; 31bs., 75c., postpaid. By freight, 20 lbs., $2.25; 
50 Ibs., $5.00; 100 lbs., $9.50. 


to the acre. All classes of stock are exceedingly fond of it. The 
roots areso long and grow so deep, frost cannot heave or throw 
them out in winter. One sowing will stand for twenty years, 
and instead of impoverishing the soil, 
eee enriches it.. Grows on the thinnest 
wig Sandy. soil and thrives in greatest 
drouth. Sow broadcast about 25 Ibs. to 
theacre. Comes up very spindling and 
slowly and it is necessary to mow the 
weeds to give it light, but when once 
established the weeds will be smoth- 
ered. Per 1b.,30¢;3 lbs., 80c, post- 
paid. By freight, per pk., $3.50; 
bu, (60 lbs.), $9.00. 


Mr. Davidson of Ottawa county, Kan- 
sas, says that his Alfalfa Clover pro- 
“a, duced four crops of hay—8 tons—value, 
Peas $4.00 per ton in the country, or $32.00 ; 
SSS, also a yield of 11 bushels of seed worth 

CS $8.00 per bushel or $88.00, making a total 

LESS of $120.00.per aere in one season, or 
Pi about 3 times the value of the land. 
hike How would that kind of a crop snit you? 

” oe Better try Alfalfa this year. Ask for 
our prices on Alfalfa seed. : 

‘ Also Called Es- 
Sanfoin Clover parcette Clover, 
ALFALFA or Lucer- AD. excellent but comparatively little 

ne CLOVER ~ known variety: of especial value for 
: ’ == growing on light, dry, sandy or«lime- 

stone soils. It is very deep rooted, therefore withstands drouths. 
It is a good fodder plant and when made into-hay it is claimed to 
be of special value for milch cows. The seed is quite large. 
Usually sown with oats or barley, using thirty or forty pounds 
of seed to anacre. Perlb., 35c; three lbs., 90c; pk., $1.40; 
- so Calle iant Incarnate. is is an 
Crimson Clover annual variety in common use in the east 
and south for feeding green. The yieldin fodder is immense, and 
after cutting it at once commences to grow again and continues 
until severe cold, freezing weather. It grows about one foot high, 
roots nearly black, leaves long, blossoms long, pointed and of a 
very deep red or carmine color. Makes good hay. Sow in April 
or May, 20 lbs. of seed per acre, or it may be sown in corn attime 
of last cultivation in July and will produce an excellent pasture 
for fall, or it can be plowed under and will add greatly to the fer- 
tility of the soil. The only objection to it is that it winter-kills 


Wy 


A fl Ca " 
Yas 4 


in| this latitude. Perlb., 25c; 31bs., 
65c; pk., $1.40; bu., $5.00. 
Unexcelled for hay 


Alsike Clover and we cannot toc 


strongly recommend it to our custo- 
mers. Isatrue perennial, producing 2 
good crop the first year and every year 
thereafter, and the field really keeps im- 
proving each season. Highly valued-as 
a permanent pasture. ‘It is hardy,even 
in northern Minnesota and is the-onir 
variety which will produce a goodcrop 
and not kill outin low, wet land. It also 
adapts itself to high upland: soils, and 
withstands drouth well. The hay is finer 
and better than any other, therefore of 
special value for sowing with timothy. 
Height 18 to 24 inches and has round 
pink or flesh colored heads. Seed issmall 
and requires only 8 lbs. per acre or half 
that quantity if sown with timothy. 
Perlb. 35c3; 3 lbs., 90ce°pk., $2.00; 
bu., $7.50. if 

The clover and grass seed bought of your 
firm are O. Ky TI secured’a splendidsstand 
of grass.— Alois Nolte, Kansas. 


ALSIKE 


CLOVER. 


‘than any other reliable Seed House 
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German Millet ,Srman 
large . headed variety and largely 
grown wherever its value is known. 
It helps out wonderfully when a short 
crop of hay is threatened, and pro- 
duces two to three times as much per 
acre as timothy or clover. Write us 
and we will cheerfully quote prices on 
large quantities. Price: Bushel, 50 
lbs., $1.00. Bags free. 10 bu.or 
over, 90c per bu. 

Best quality. 


Common Millet pase ca". 


some to German. Perbu. (50 /bs.), 
$1.00. 10 bu. or over, 90c. 
This is 


New Siberian Millet sis 


and distinct variety, having bright 
red seed. produces a fine crop of hay 
about two weeks earlier than German 
Millet, is very leafy and of excellent 
‘quality. Sow twenty-five pounds per 
acre. By mail, per pound, 20c;3 
pounds, 50c;bushel,$1.00. ‘Write 
us for prices on large quantities. 


Pearl Millet Entirely different 


from ordinary mil- 
let ; an immense fodder yielder, of tall 
growth, highly recommended by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
the south. Pkt.,5c;lb., 25c; 3 lbs., 
70c. By freight, 10 ths. (for one 
acre), $1.25; 25 lbs., $2.50; 100 
' Ibs., $9.00. 


The seeds yousent us are indeed 
more than you claim for them. The 
‘timothy is fresh and clean : clover seed 
the cleanest Dever saw tested under 
W/4a microscope. Please accept. my 
thanks for honorable treatment. 

C. N. BowMAN, Nemaha Co., Neb. 


Office of the’ President 

- WESTERN NORMAL COLLEGE. 
= J. M. Hussey, Pres. 
; Yj Shenandoah, Iowa, Oct. 7. 
Y, Ratekin’s Seed House, 
Shenandoah, Iowa. 

Gentlemen: Thelawn grasswhich 
we sowed has given our college cam- 
pus a beautiful appearance, and we 
are more than proud of its velvety 
lawn. I heartily recommend your 
lawn grass to any one who desires to 
secure a beautiful grassy place. 

| J. M. HUSSEY, 
a President. 


NOTICE. © 


This closes our list of field seeds, 
which is a full one, and we hope 
you have made up your mind to 
take in some of the rare bargains 
wehaveoffered. Qur corn descrip- 
tions and prices aresuch that they 
are sure worth reading about and 
taking advantage of. Our Forage 
Plants such as Cane, Kaftir Corn, 
Pencillaria, Rape, are of such qual- 
ity and low price that they should 
surely bring an order. Our Millet 
is of the best variety and at the 
price you need not be afraid to get 
=P against it.” . Our Barley, 
Wheat, and Rye, infact all grains, 
are good and.at prices that will 
sell them; and we always have a 
ood supply. To start with, our 
rass Seed is unexcelled, and for 
uality it cannot be surpassed, 
hey are guaranteed not to be ex: 
celled by anything, and the prices 
—they speak tor themselves. Our 
Potatoes are fine and we put 2 
guarantee behind them as being 
superior to any pub out. by other 
Seed Houses. e ask that you ex- 
aminetheprice. Oneand allthere 
was never a better lot of Farm 
Seed offered you, and as you can. 
see, you can buy cheaper from us 


sellingthese, Ourmotto: Reliable 
Seeds for the Least Money. 


= The Western 
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GRASS SEEDS—Continued 0) 
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roadside or some out of the way pasture, it is poorin quality and “has 
full of weeds, and when unevenly laid produces a rough cel 
et 


which disfigures the lawn. It costs much less to sow the seed — 
and the lawn is far better. pe By * 
This is’a’mix: — 


Ratekin’s Mixed Lawn Grass Seed. i278 oF tite best 


varieties of grass seeds, suited for growing togetherinthecentral — 
and northern states, and will makeasbeautifulsoft velvety lawnas — 
handsome green asan emerald,andis formed of grasses which keep 
green from early springall through the hot, dry summer weather, 
until late in fall. It comes up quickly (in about twoweeks after 
seed is sown), and. after once up.it soon spreads.fo cover the 
ground andis ready for the lawn mower insixto eight weeks. It 
is permanent, maintaining its beauty for alifetime, although it is 
a good plan to give any lawn a top seeding once in every two or 
three years. This mixture is made by ourselves from new Crop, ~ 
recleaned pure seeds of the best varieties, well suited for even 
and permanent growth, as good as money can buy. It cannot be 
excelled for producing a rich velvety lawn ‘of beautiful dark 
green color. Price per at. (will sow 300 square feet), 25c; 4 
ats., 85c postpaid. By freight, perbu. (15 1bs.), $2.75; 50 
Ibs., $8.00; 100 lbs. (will sow one acre), $15.00. 

It is sometimes 


Ratekin’s Terrace Lawn Mixture pigaeas to vote 


good sod on sloping ground, terraces, side hills or embankments. 
This is a mixture of such grasses as have strong spreading roots, 
making a close turf, which heayy rains cannot easily wash out. 
Qt. 35c; 3 ats. 90c, postpaid. By freight, perbu. (15 lbs.), 


$3.60. 

‘mW “wtr This mixture 
Ratekin’s Shady Place Lawn Mixture ;.\a°combina- 
tion of fine dwarf growing, evergreen varieties of grass, which 
grow naturally in the woods or inshadedspots. They are mixed 
in proper proportions to make a fine lawn under shade.trees. - 
Sow seed thickly, 1 quart to 150 square feet. Qt., 35e; 3 qts., 
$1.00, postpaid. By freight, bu. (15lbs.), $4.00, © : 


White Dutch Clover Used jargely for lawns, This the 


most hardy of any variety of clover, 
is of a creeping habit, desirable for sowing on terraces or sloping » 
grounds. Seed is very small and it requires only 7 lbs. to sowan 
acre. Price for our choice quality per lb. 40e,3 lbs. $1.10. 
postpaid: by freight, per pk. $3.25; bu. (60 lbs.) $12.00. ~ 


> 


A BEAUTIFUL GRASSY LAWN, oy) an eee 
Normal College Campus, Shenandoah, lowa- ~~ —~ 
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LARGE, FULL-SIZED PAC 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 
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States or Canada. 


elivered Free by mail to any place in the United 


KETS OF RATEKIN’S RELIABLE SEEDS. 


The following collections have been prepared with a view to placing in our customers’ hands seeds of finest quality at very 
reasonable prices. While these collections are cheap, quality has in no case been sacrificed; all are made up from the same high 
grade stocks we furnish to our market gardener trade; wecarry no other stock, and the seeds are, of course, put up in our regular 
size packets. We are not only looking for your trade this year, but it is our purpose to retainit; therefore we make thesesurpris- 
ingly low offers‘as a special inducement to.try our seeds. The trial we feel sure will secure you as a permanent customer. 

It is hardly necessary for us to warn you not to buy commission box seeds of doubtful age and quality, when you can obtain from 
us First-Class Seeds delivered at your.door by mail, at such remarkably low pTices. HO . 


(23 Bean—Golden Wax Onion—Yellow Globe 


Beet—Early Blooac 


VEGETABLE REDD go ge Sea VEGETABLE Beet—Early Blood Danvers 
SEED Cucumber—C hicago _SEED Piernip? <2: Pray Silas Eh ollow 
; Pickle aye: A} : ; Cabbage—Harly York Seas ores Bell 
COLLECTION Carrot—Half Long COLLECTION Carrot—Half Long _ Peas--American Won- 
NO. 1 Pray | das, | NO. £0 sted, : der 
= Lettuce—Black Seed . | 4.Celery—White Plume _ Radishes-Extra Early 
Simpson _Corn—Early Cory Scarlet Top 


Mle 


Onion—Yellow Globe 
_ Danvers..; 


Cucumber—Improved 
Long Green 
Music ateton — Rocky 


Rutabaga —Purple 
Top 
Tomato—Stone 


Radish — Early Scar- For Pumpkin — Sweet or 
j let Parnipy 56 ; Water Melon—Cole’s Sugar 
Tomato—Stone ( Early Squash—Hubbard 


_ Regular Catalog Price, 35c. 


50c 


Regular, Catalog Price, 90c. 


Asparagus—Conover 


. Melon—Kolb’s Gem 


‘ . eas (erect. 19 
; Pere my A -- | 2 Beets—Ecli - 20. Musk [Melon—Rocky Ford 
Great Vegetable Seed ; Ried ae “el. ines ee ates: Early 
afi d : z f ackensac 
74-§ ON ; _ 4. Beans—Lazy Wife 22. Onion—Large Red Weather- 
3 Lise Collection No. 3 | -. 6. Corn—Harly Cory - field 8 : 
5 OAS Rae NESTS St ales ch 6. Cabbage—Early York 23.. Parsnip—Hollow Crown 
_ . MG ! 7. Cabbage—Early Jersey 24. Pepper—Ruby King 
35 Packets i for oe Wakefield 25. Peas—American Wonder 
AD. GE é < a age par 8. Carrots—Ox Heart 26. Parsley—Moss Curled 
: id i: ae >. ee os 4. 9. Cauliflower _ 27. Radish—Harly Scarlet Tur- 
a Sapa hee a 10. Celery—White Plume nip 
: u ae ae ¥ ii. Célery--Giant Pasco 28. Radish—Early Long Scarlet 
Sa Hee a a “12. Cucumber—Chicago Pickle Short Top 
ee “13. Cucamber—Improved Long 29. Pumpkin—Sweet or Sugar 
ee 3 : : Green 2 30. Rutabaga—Purpie Top 
Se eal @ ee” 14. Kohl Rabi _ - 31. Salsify—M. S. I. 
By oy Ree Se oa | 15. Lettuce—Improved Hansen 32, - Squash—Hubbard 
nix © 3 fs i : | 16. Lerice, Eery, Prize Head Eh Fe uric a aut 
s 1. - 17. Leek—Broa ag . VTomato—Acme Harly 
Reg ular Catalog Pe rice, $ 1 15 { . 18. Melon—Cole’s Early 35. Tomato—Stone 


‘Collection 


cannot be | 


broken, 


Don’t think for a minute that because we are making you such liberal seed collections that they areinferior seeds. . There is none’ 
better offered by any seed house in America. ‘ Our prices are not the-lowest nor the highest, but-are as low as seeds of equal quality. 
‘ean besold for. We are after 25,000 new customers this year, and we make this liberal offer to have you try our seeds, for once a 
customer, you will always try Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds. 


9 «We are pieas- 
ed tosay again 
to our many 
customers and 
numerous 
friends that 
our stock of 
garden and 
Witfield seeds 

which we offer 
them this sea- 
son is strict- 
jly first-class 
}and the qual- 
ity is as good 
jj as to be found — 


' States. 


, Although 
some of our 

© :ropsareshort 

5) ind prices on 


some seedsare — 
higher, as weR 


have had good crops, our prices are as low as seeds of equal 
quality can be sold for. We have spared no time, trouble or 
money to produce the best seeds, as we believe nothing too 
goodfor our customers. Thecleaner, better and more pure 
we can make our seed stocks the better pleased we are. We 
know our customers will appreciate all this-and our seeds 
will please them. Seed buying comes but onee a year for 
most homes and gardens, and should not be decided on the 
claim of cheapness: The question should be where to get 
the best and not where are the cheapest. ‘The matter of — 
saving a few cents in seeds is but a trifle compared with the 
loss of labor, ground, and perhaps the entire crop, with much - 

disappointment added. . 


All the seeds in our house are thoroughly tested_as to germination when we receive them from our growers, as well as be- 
fore we send them out. Therefore we are at all times interested that our customers shall receive the best seeds, and reap 


profitable results as well. 


you will be numbered among our pleased customers. 


Should any of our customers receive any vegetable seeds from us of weak germination we will thank 
them to write us, and these seeds will be replaced should it be the fault of the seeds. 

We hope all who receive this seed annual will favor us with their orders, whether they belarge or small. 
We want.25,000. new customers this season and will strive to get them by 


This is what few seedsmenin America do. 
Weassure you that 


having every one pleased. There are none better than Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds and none cheaper of equal quality. Remember 
our liberal commissions on vegetable seeds, and be sure to select 25 cents extra for every dollar sent us for seeds by packet or 


ounce, as fully explained on pagetwo. Order early if convenient. 


’ ‘ as seed specialists goes into every 
2 [ Years Experience packet and package of seeds sent 
out from this house, and you surely stand in your own light if 
you do not profit by your opportunity to take advantage of this 
experience in helping you grow big and satisfactory crops. 


No Market Gardener in the United States whose an- 


nual order exceeds $5.00 should 
fail to have our wholesale price list, which will be mailed free 
to all who apply for it. It will provea money saver. Prices are 
right and seeds are reliable, and; as hundreds of our customers 
have remarked, ‘‘Once a customer for Ratekin’s seeds, always 
a customer.” We aresure you will say the same. Write for 
it to-day,if you did not receiyeit. A postal card will bringit. 


Don’t be afraid to send us orders for 25 or 50 cents. They 
are just what we want, for next year you will order ° 
$2.00 or $38.00 worth. We want your trade, and we will strive ‘to 
please you when you favor us with it. 
Good crops can be grown only from good seed. 


See descriptions of our Seed Corn, guaranteed to please you. © 


‘ a first consideration; no effort is 
We Make Quality spared to make. all our seeds the pur- 
est and most reliable. sa f ; q 
Even if you live a thousand miles away, your seed buying 
willbe made more easy and quiteas satisfactory asif you lived 
in reach of our seed house. This is because we give PERSONAL 
AND CAREFUL attention. to filling each order as if the customer 
were a personal friend. If you are doubtful as to the merits of 
a vegetable youcan leave it to our judgment and we will send 
you a variety we seat will Spi deepage es a He ~ 
o seeds leave oursee ouse before. be- 
Tested Seeds ing thoroughly tested as to life and vital- 
ity. When we send any seeds out we are absolutely sure they 
will grow,unless climatic conditions interfere. When you sow 
you want to reap; that’s eternally right, and that’s what you 
can always depend upon doing when you sow or plant RATEKIN’S 
RELIABLE SEEDS. They have an established record .wherever 
tried, as RATEKIN’S SEEDS ARE REP sae aes n'G 
will be allowed on each ONE 
PAOKETS and OUNCES. See particulars of this discount on front 
inside cover page. 


Caution Beware of cheap seed. This caution is necessary 

every year because there is always some ‘‘old seed”’ 
or carelessly grown stock. Fresh, new seeds, such as we sell, 
are not high at any price. We have fixed our prices as low as 
possible for new, fresh stock. 


,-. FEEDS. BY. MAIL... 


We prepay postageon all vegetable and flower seeds pur- 
chased from this catalog in packets, ounces, quarter pounds ~ 
and pounds, and on ‘peas; beans.and corn in pints‘and.q@ 


8cents per pound on bulk seeds, and 10 cents: per pint and 15 
cents per quart on peas, beans, and corn from prices quoted. | 


| Columbian Mammoth White 


rts. . 
-If purchasers desire to pay their own charges they may educt; | andr 


ASPARAGUS 


Each packet of Asparagus Seed will contain 1-2 of an ounce. 


Sow theseeds in 
drills about 1 inch 
. deep, and the rows 
about 1foot apart. 
i Keep the soil. mel- 
‘ low and free from 
i weeds during the 
:: Summer, and in 
the fall or succeed- 
i; ing spring the 
plants»should be 
mi: set about 1 foot 

apart, and the 


soas to permit of 
: cutting to the cen- 
|| ter. Before winter 
Wy, cover the _ trans- 
planted beds with 
. about 4 inches of 


an excellent ma- 
nure for aspara- 
gus. Sow a little 
on the surface in 
the pring and it 
will keep down 
the weeds. The - 
young tops may be 
eut for the table 
the second sum- 
mer, but not very 
freely until» the 
se third. 2 2 


A mammoth green sort of the larg- 
est size and of good quality. Price: 


Conover’s Colossal 
: Pkt., 5c; oz.,.10c; % lb., 15c; pound, 40c. 


A new and entirely 
; distinct variety, that 
produces shoots which are whiteand stay white as long as fitfor 
use. It is more robust and vigorous in habit and throws u 

Jarger shoots and fully as many of them as Conoyer’s Colossal, 
uires.no earthing up in order to furnish the white shoots 
so. muc Spa rATOr., Price: Per pkt., 5c; 0z., 10¢; 14 1b., 
2503 1b., 750.45 <5" Hers oT iig ano? ee 


jin the United va ca 


as when-we ~ 


ey ee a be 
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BUSH:OR. SNAP BEANS _ 


_ . Each packet of Beans will contain two ounces, sufficient to plant about 20 hills. All Beans priced by the packet, 1-2 pint, pint 
‘and quart are delivered postpaid. Persons ordering by express may deduct 8 cents per pint or 15 cents per quart froin these 
prices quoted. Prices by the peck or bushel do not include delivery, but must be sent by express, not prepaid. 


°° Green Pod Varieties © Long Yellow Six Weeks Sez, oot, and.protifics lone 


tures quickly. Price: Pkt. 5c; 1-2 pint, 15c; quart, 40c; 
\ 
\\! 


a 


’ 


~ | 


I 


by express, 1-2 peck, 70c; peck, $1.25. 


‘ : pas his j ite 
California Branch or Prolific Tree 7283s awit: 
variety for field culture. Grows about 20 inches high, has 
stiff, upright branches and bears immensely, sometimes 
yielding. 45, bu.;per aere. The beans closely resemble 
the White Navy. Price, Pkt., 5c; 1-2 pt., 12c; qt., 35e; 
by express, 1-2 peck, 70c; peck, $1.25. 


a Originated in Germany. Pods Jong, very 
Best of All tender, succulent, stringless, of rich flavor, 
and an enormous producer. Very popular, especially in the 
South. “Excellent for winter shell beans. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
pt., 25c; qt., 40c. 


; The hardiest of the early varieties, and 
Early Mohawk on this account is considered by many 


to be one of the best for early planting. Pods arepale green, 
long and flat. The seeds are large and kidney-shaped. It is 
largely grown in the South for the early Northern markets. 
A very fine variety. Price: Pkt., 5c; pt., 20c. 


Wax Podded Varieties. ~ 


STRINGLESS GREEN POD. 


’ ° i - 
Burpee’s Stringless Green Pod Bush {3.23 3s 23". 
podded Bean. It has absolutely stringless pods. It is of the 
most superior quality, surpassing all other early Bush Beans, 
both wax and green podded, in this respect. It is very prolific, 
free from rust and blight. ThisBean, we are sure, will be found 
superior to theValentine and Refugee, and will take the place of 
these varieties both for market, home use and canning. It is not 
only earlier than Valentine, of the earliest strain, but the pods 
are larger, handsomer, and of better quality, and the plant is 
more vigorous and prolific. We advise gardeners to try this 
Bean..; It will be found profitable. Everyone who wants a fine 
flavored. tender snap Bean for home use should plant this variety. 
Price: Packet 5c; 1-2 pint, 15c; quart, 50¢; by express, 
1-2 peck, $1.00; peck $1.75, 


WARDWELL’S EARLY KIDNEY WAX, 


iy? H This is one of the 

and most productive of all Wax Beans. One of the most valu- 
able points in its favor is that it is almost entirely free from 
rust, and invariably strong and healthy. The pods are long 
and of a delicate waxy-yellow, assuming its color ata very 
early stage of 1is growth. The mature beans are large, kid- 
ney-shaped, pure white with dark markings around the eye. 
ioe : Not only a first-class snap bean, but equally valuable for dry 
IMPROVED FARLIEST VALENTINE. shell beans in winter. Price: Postpaid, pkt., 5c; pint, 


. jae i Ort mao ; £0c; quart, 35c. ea ees.° expense, pkt., 5c; pint, 

Improved Early Valentine out ten davsearlicr than Sag Sh TOS a AES: | ; 
_ tine. In addition to this it.is more robust and vigorous; and pro- | EF { Ki dne Six Weeks Vines large, vigorous, branch- 
_ ducesthe true, round, curved pods very abundantly. Unexcelled ar y; i y © ing, productive, with large 
meets quality: and uniformity of ripening, nearly the whole cropcan | leaves and lilac blossoms, pods long, straight, narrow, handsome, 
_ betaken-at one picking, usually within 85 days after planting. and when young, of good quality; beans long, kidney-sha A 
’ Pkt. 5c; 1-2 pt. 15¢; qt. 450; by express or freight, 1-2 yellowish-drab, with darker marks about the eye. _Price: Pkt., 
peck, 75c; peck, $1.35 f hiss Py 5c; pt., 15c.; qt., 25ce; 4 ats., 75c; bu., $4.00. 
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BEANS— Wax Podded Varieties-—Continued. 


In spite of all the new sorts of 
Improved Golden Wax beans being introduced -every 
year, our trade calls for more ‘‘GOLDEN WAX” than any other 
variety. This great popularity is due largely to the fact that the 
yariety .we have is a great improvement on the old ‘‘GOLDEN 
WAX,” having larger pods and being much more prolific. This 
improved stock is one of the handsomest beans that we have ever 
seen, the pods being of dark, rich, golden yellow color and of per- 
fect shape. For family or market you can make no mistake in 
planting them. Price: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; qt., 45c; by ex- 
press, 44 peck, $1.00; peck, $1.75. 
° O A new, white, rustless, -productive, 
Davis White Wax wax-podded bean : pods fine neeen long, 


white, straight, and handsome; seeds clear white; excels all 


others in hardiness and. productiveness. Valuable for harket 
gardeners’ and canners’ use... Price: Pkt., 5¢; % pt.) 15c; 
at-, 50c; by express, % peck, $1.00; peck, $1.90.” 

We are so thoroughly satisfied with 


German Black Wax this improved strain of Black Wax 


that we have discarded the old stock altogether, this being more 
vigorous and far more productive, with length, borne well up 
among the foliage, curved cylindrical, thick, fleshy, and ofa 
clear, waxy, white color, with long, slightly curved point; remain 
a long time in condition for use as snaps, Beans*small, oblong, 
jet black. No one can afford to plant the old Black Wax or 
Butter Bean, as this is much better in every respect. Price: 
Postpaid, pkt., 5c; pt., 20c; qt., 35c. Purchaser’s ex- 
pense, pkt., 5c; pt., 15¢; at.,25c; peck, $1.90, 


Sn, 


SBC RED Se , 
E’S BUSH LIMA, 


“BURPE 


Henderson’s Bush Lima Beans. 


————} 


Sen 


Magnificent dwarf growing Lima; very early, of a delicious 
flavor, extremely productive and should be planted in every gar- 


den in America. It’s early. It’s fine. It’s just the thing for a - 


family garden. It is wondrously prolific. A package or a pint 
will furnish sufficient for a good sized family. It is one of those 
beans that can’t be improved upon. Price: Pkt., 5c pt. 25¢c;3 
at., 40c; by express, peck, $1.90. i 


’ ‘ Also called Kremerle Lima. Not 
Dreer S Dwarf Lima quite so large as Burpee’s, but more 
plump and very productive. Of excellent flavor. A very de- 
sirable variety in every particular. Price: Pt., 25c; qt.;40c- 
by.express, peck ,f$1.90. 


Lima Beans that is becon yery 
popular. They are of true bush form, 
growing only 15 to 20 inches high, and 
are fully i 1 t] 
climbing Limas. Very desirable, as 
their cultivation does away with the 
labor of staking. a 

ie He ‘ : : ; 
Burpee’s Dwarf Lima 226 28 
of the large luscious Lima Bean. As 
large as the common Lima and equ 1 to 
it in every respect. Hnormously pro- 
ductive. Dwarf bush form, growing 
only about eighteen inches high. Pkt., 
5e; % pt., 15¢c3 pt., 25c3 at., 50c; 
peck, $1.50; pbu., $5.75: ts 


Lima Wax A great bean; deere. 


Produces tremendous 
quantities of broad, thick, meaty, wax 
pods of lightcolor. Seed white,of Lima 

avor. Price: Pkt., 5c; pt., 25c; 
at., 40c; by express, peck, $1.70; 


bu., $5.50. 

) é 
Jackson’s Wonder #2, fz°ees: 
ductive and early new variety of the 
Dwarf Lima. Pods are broad and flat; 
beans medium size, beautifully varie- 
' gated. Popular in the South. Price: 
Pkt:, 5c; % pt.; 15es'“pt.; "25eF 
at., 50c; peck, $1.50; bu., $5.75. 


“Do You Grow All Your Seeds?” ™ 


Thousands of times this question is asked us, direct in our 
correspondence and through our traveling representatives, so 
that we think it wise to explain this matter fully and frankly in 
this catalog. Noseedsman on earth, who has the best interests 
of his customers at heart, would attempt to grow all of his own 
seeds, because natural conditions are so arranged that the best 
seeds of the different varieties are grown in the four corners of 
the earth. To illustrate: Herein the famous Nishna Valley is 
the natural home of the best corn, because the soil is of the 
peculiar richness and so chemically made up that we get the 
highest type, both as regards size and quality. Weare just far 


enough north to get the most vigorous and hearty vitality, and. 
yet within a radius of 50 miles of this center the climate is just 


right to thoroughly mature and germinate the seed. Nature 
seems to have selected just this spot to bring out her best efforts 
in this cereal. While thisis true as regards corn and some of the 
other farm seeds, the same conditions prevail in Long Island for 


Dwarf or Bush Limas 


This is a comparatively new class of: 


two weeks earlier than the — 


cabbage seed; in northern New Yorkand parts of Michigan for | 


peas and beans; in one place in Nebraskafor the bes¥ cucumber, ’ 


water melon and other vine seeds; in California for some of the 
flower seeds.and the onions; in France for the beets, and so on 


down the line of seeds; so that the seedsman who sells you all of, . 


these seeds from his own growing is doing you an injustice. In 
the selection of your various seeds you need the help of an expert 
seedsman who makes all of these things a special study and buys 
the various varieties where they will bring you the best results. 
We offer you all of our twenty-one years’ experience and help 
absolutely free, and when you buy our seeds you are getting the 


very best the world produces, grown in the centers where all the eo 


conditions tend to bring out the highest types. However, we 
grow all of our own corn, wheat, barley, oats, rye, speltz and 
some other small grains, from the purest stock we can secure, 
all grown under our own supervision and under the most 
scientific conditions known for growing and improving pure 
seeds. For instance, we have for thisyear more than six thousam 
acres of corn alone, which we have stow for seed purposes 
exclusively; and we can say, without as 

ful contradiction. that for the season of 1905 we have the BEST 
SUPPLY of SEED CORN ever before offered by any. grower, 


adow of fear of success: — 


seedsman or seed house in the world. Italways pays toplantthe 
best, and you always know ‘that you are getting only the best ~~ 


when you order Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds. ° 


ae shade, hard, crisp and tender when young, but becoming woody with age. 


season. This is an excéllent bean/and is sure to give-satisfaction. 


White Dutch Case-Knife 


———$———_$_____— 


POLE BEANS” 


PA hes se 4 Oe or Climbing Beans are more tender, and ‘require more care in 
ure than the Bush varieties: They should be planted about two weeks later, 
and will succeed best in sandy loam. 
Each packet of Pole’ Beans will contain 2 ounces, and will plant 15 to 20 
hills. A pint will plant about 100 hills. ms 4 
; e can recommen 
Kentucky Wonder, or Old Homestead thi fone ortne canis: 


; est and most satisfactory of all Green Podded ‘Pole Beans,’ and unsurpassed for 


using in the green state. Itis enormously productive; the long, silvery, green 
pods hanging in great clusters from top to bottom of the pole. While young 
the pods somewhat resemble the popular old Refugee. This is the best and 
most profitable Bean for the market gardener, the pods being so showy and 
Proae tk. abundantly.» Pkt., 5c;:% pts, 1l5c; pt., 25c; qt., 40c; peck, 
; { The pods are producedin great abundanee and 

azy Wife Pole Bean measure from 6 to 8 inches in length; they are 
broad, thick, very fleshy and entirely stringless.. The pods retain their rich, 


tender and stringless qualities until nearly ripe, and are unsurpassed in all 


Each pod contains 6 to 8;round,, white Beans which make excellent 
They are late tojmature, but are valuable to ae pis 
+9 OCG 


stages. 
winter shell Beans. 


4 pt., 15c;pt., 25c; at., 40c; peck, $1.90. | 

Yields,an immense crop of handsome flat 
ie white beans of excelleet flavor. Cooks 
wily. Price: Pkt., 5c; 4 pt., 15¢e; at., 35c. By express, % peck, 


4.00;peck, $1.75. Ble ee a 
Red; Speckled, Cut Short, or Corn Hill 4xcid variety. very 
among corn. It will give a good crop without the use of poles; vines medium, 
twining loosely, with dark colored, smooth leaves and white blossoms in small 
elusters; pods short, cylindrical and tender; beans nearly oblong, cut off di- 
agonally at the ends; white, covered at one end and slightly over the whole 
surface with reddish-brown dots. Priee: Pkt.,.5e; pt., 15c; qt. 35c; 
peck, $1.75; bu., $5.00. - «' a PURE wt 

H «Probably the largest bean grown, ex- 
Mammoth Carmine Podded cept some a phe a ae is cake 

‘ : istinet from ali others. e mammo 
Horticultural : P ole Bean pods “are beautifully striped and splashed 
with brilliant Carmine; very showy and attractive, and the immense beans are 
of the best quality.. Pkt., 5c;.% pt., 15c; pt., 25c; at., 40c. 


a BEETS 


Culture The best results are obtained on a deep, sandy loam. For general 
= crop sow as soon as the ground will permit in drills eighteen inches 
apart and thin out to threa inches in the row. {For winter use the turnip vari- 
eties may be sown in June, and the. beats may be kept by storing in a cellar and 
keeping covered with sand; or sandy svil, to prevent wilting, or they may be 
kept out doors in pits such as are used for apples and potatoes... One or two 
ounces, or single packets of two or three sorts; will give}a) good supply for a 
large family< It is best to sow in freshly prepared soil, which should be pressed 
firmly oyer the seed. One ounce sows fifty feet of drill—four tosix pounds for 


one acre. ae 
; “"Y . ° 

; . } : The best variety for forc- 

E ra Early Egyptian Blood Turnip ing, and excellent for first 

arly crop out of doors, being very early, with small top. Leaf stems with 

veins dark red; leaf dark green dotted with red; roots very dark red; rounded 

on top but flat beneath, with very small tap roots; flesh dark red, zoned with 


’ 


c; lb., 60c. 
dmand’s Early Turnip Beet 


2 ' = : EN x 
0 LON a LLU, FNS ON LANL NICO LIN LEAS 
= — ———— Sr " \ 
Za oy 


Price: P 


hy SS oy 


; = 
kt., 5c; 0Z., 10¢e; 20z., 15e; 4 Ib., 
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This splendid Beet originatedin Massachusetts. It is most thoroughly fixed and uniform in 
type, being handsome, round inshape, always smooth and of good marketable size. It grows 


neat bronze-red 
hence can be planted 
closely together. Skin and 
fiesh dark blood red, very 
tender and sweet. Market 
ardeners who grow Beets 
or bunching will be pleased 
with this variety. Price: 


a small 


Pkt., Sc; 1-4 Ib., 20c; 
1b,5 60c. ee 
Early Eclipse ons 


- dark purplish, green shadin 


to lighter color on outside o 
leaves. Roots nearly globu- 
lar, with small tap root and 
very small» collar. . Fiesh 
darkred, zoned with a lighter 
shade, very sweet, crisp and 


tender, especially when 
young. .Price. Pkt., 5c; 
0z.; 190¢; 2 oz.. 15c; 1-4 


lb., 20c; Ib., 6Oc. 
Extra Early Dark 
Beauty One of the earliest 


ever grown. 
Beautiful oval shape. and the 
color is a’ rich, dark red; 
Flesh is fine grain and cooks 
tender; rich and sweet: Its 
flavorissuperb.. Isfreefrom 
side roots, and smooth, and 
is yery beautiful in. market, 
Price: PRt., 5c, oz.,; 10c;. 
1-4 1b., 18¢; 1-21b., 30¢} 
lb., 50c. 


a 


Improved Blood Turnip 
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CROSBY’S EGYPTIAN 


The name of this variety is misleading, as it resembles the 
Egyptian only in its extreme earliness. It is larger, lighter 
colored and more nearly. spherical; one of the best for early 
planting out of doors. It isa-most excellent sort, becoming fit 
for use sooner than any other variety, but it is not as well suited 
for forcing in hot-beds or-for transplanting as the Egyptian. 
Price: Pkt., Dc; OZ.,; 10c3 2 OZ, 15c.5 1-4 lb., 20¢; lb., 60c. 
Popular. everywhere; roots 
fine, symmetrical in shape; 
flesh deep blood red, tender and sweet; grows to good size; fine 
for early use and desirable for winter.. Price: Pkt., 5c; 


“@%., 10¢5;1-41b., 15¢; 1 Ih.; 50c. 


Half Long Blood 


An excellent sort for winter use. Roots 
' not as long as the ‘Long Smooth” but 
considerably thicker, always smooth and handsome. Flesh 
sweet, tender andof a dark red color. An excellent keeper. 
Price: PKt., 5c; oz., 10c; 1-4 1b.; 20c; Ib., 65c. = 
See PERS ea eB Rell tee ee eee Persia to 


Mangel Wurzels and Sugar Beets 


For Feeding Stock 


Mammoth Long 
Red Mangel 47,70" 


; tmous 
yielder, 1200 to 1500 bush- 
els have frequently been 

-grown on an acre, .and 
single roots often weigh- 
ing 15 to 20 pounds. This 

=a-.is generally considered 

- the bestlarge red variety 

”™® Wedonoteall it ‘Eiffel 
Tower” ‘‘Gate Post’? or 
some other catchy name 

2 in order to sell it. We 

| believe in giving varie- 
ties their true name. If 
you prefer a red variety 

m you will make no mis- 

' take by ordering this one, 


Price of Mangel Wurzels 
and Sagar Beets 


By Mail, postpaid, 
pkt., 5c; % 1b., 10c; 
lb., 35c. 

By express, not pre- 
pain: Lb. 250; 21bs., 
45c; 5 lbs., $1. 

A va- 


White French 34.23 


with large long roots, 
yielding from fourteen 
to, twenty tons per acre, 
and often containing as 
much as eighteen per 
cent of sugar. The roots 
are below-the surface. 
The green leaves are up- 
- right in growth. The 

‘hardiest and earliest 
grown. Price: -Pkt., 
5e; oz:, 10¢3 4 1b., 160; 
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‘O. K.; thanks for your promptness. 


Mangel Wurzels and Sugar Beets 
For Feeding Stock ae) ‘ 


There is no crop grown by the farmer F 
that is more valuable for feeding stock sp 
than the Mangel Wurzel or sugar beet. 
Considering the fact that 25 to 30 tons® =e 
can be easily grown on an acre, and Riis 
that the entire crop is perfectly digest- SS& 
able, there being no waste as in corn 
stalks or other coarse fodder, there is 
no foodmore economical. Fattening, 
breeding and milch cows do equally ;,'j; 
well on them. eee also are much 
healthier, ewes with lambs give more 4; 
milk and therefore raise better early 
lambs. With dairy cows the flow of ik 
milk is largely increased and the qual- 
ity improved. We are glad to note B 
that farmers are beginning to find out F; 
their value and that more and more are § 
being raised each year. Hi 

It is a well known fact that the best 
Mangels are produced from seed grown f 
in France. Allthe sugar beets grown 
for the large sugar factories are French 
grown seed. Wecontracted with one 
of the largest growers in France for all 
our beet and mangel seed, and know 
from actual test that they areequal in 
quality to any on the market. 

About eight ponnds of Mangels and 
Sugar beets will plant an acre. 


Imperial Sugar Beet M227 Pre | 


Sugar beet, as they are much richer 
in sugar, therefore their feeding val- 
ueis greater than that of the larger 
growing mangels, while others. grow 
the mangels because they grow larger ft 
and more uniform. TheImperial 
Sugar is considered the best of its | 
class to grow for stock, being more 3m 
uniformly large and smooth than most. |/@ 
varieties of sugar beets. We would sug- ‘am 
gest that you try both classes, and test \i 

their relative merits. Price same as : 
Mammoth Long Red Mangel. 


Golden Tankard 72° best yer 


: low Mangel in 
eultivation. A distinct and valuable 
yellow fieshed variety, which contains 
a larger percentage of sugar-and more ~ }}\} 
nutritive matter than any of the red ii 
skinnedsorts. It hasalready taken the j,!!:: 
lead of other varieties in England, and 
is more relished by mi'ch cows and 
sheep than any other. In shape it is 
almost cylindrical. It is very easily : 
pulled, exceedingly hardy. Be sure.and include: it in your 
order. Price same as Mammoth Long Red. 


Vilmorin’s Improved In general the most desirable beet 


peal for the sugar factory is the one 
containing the largest percentage of sugar. In this variety 
wehave one of the richest sorts in cultivation, and more- 
over it will do better on new lands than any other variety, 
suffer less from an excess Of nitrogen, and will keep the best. 
In size it is medium or a little below, yielding from ten to six- 
teen tons per acre, and containing under favorabie conditions 
as high as eighteen per cent of sugar. The beet grows below 
the surface...The green leaves are smooth edged and spreading. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10¢e; 4Ib., 15c; 1b., 35c. 

H A little larger than Vilmorin’s Im- 
Klein Wanzleben proved and containing about the same 
amount of sugar. Its yield of beets is from twelve to eight- 
een tons per acre. The beet grows below the surface. he 
green leaves are rather large and spreading with wavy edges. 
A little hardier and easier grown than Vilmorin’s Improved. 
Probably the best sort for the experimenter to use. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4lb., 15¢e; Ib., 35ce. ; 

We will supply 5 pounds or more of Klein Wanzleben, Vil- 
morin’s Improved and French very rich sugar beets at 20 cents 
per pound by express or freight, at purchaser’s expense. 


Some of Our Customers 


Orchardfarm, Missouri, Nov. 9, 
Dear Sirs:—I planted some of your Iowa Silver Mine Corn 
this year the lth of July on a piece of land the high water had 
been over and it made fine corn; it will make from 80 to 90 bush- 
els per acre. I think its the best corn that grows. 
Yours truly, ALFRED B. PEYTON. 


Parnell, Missouri, March 2; 
Dear Sirs: The seed corn I purchased from you arrived 
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Very truly, 


Sek OE 
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i: : We pride ourselves on having the best, purest and highest. 


grade of cabbage seed that is offered, or at least it is surpassed 
by none. Compared with the cost of seed, there is more money 
in growing cabbage than in any other crop and there is nothing 
that growers should be more particular about. 

~ Whe cabbage requires a deep, rich scil and thorough working 
to insure good solid, full sized heads. Sow early sorts in hot 
beds in February or March, or in open ground as soon as it can 
be worked, later or winter crops in May or June, in’shallow 


drills six inches apart. When the plants are four inches high. 


transplant into richly manured ground, the early kinds two feet 
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American Grown Cabbage Highest Quality 


apart, the fall and winter varieties three feet’ apart. Packets 
contain about 800 seeds. Slug Shot and, tobacco. dust are used to. 
kill insects and worms. 


Culture 


The requisites of complete success are: First, good seed ; this 
plantis largely dependent upon the best seed for its success; no 
satisfactory result can possibly be obtained from poor stock, 
Second, rich, well prepared ground, Third, frequent and 
thorough cultivation. A heavy, moist and rich loam is most 
suitable. Itshould be highly manured and worked deep. 


RATEKINS’ IDEAL CABBAGE 


Ratekin’s Ideal Cabbage As now improved, the most 


profitable cabbage ever of- 
fered to the American cabbage grower. Absolutely sure head- 
ing. 999 out of 1,000 plants make perfect, salable heads averag- 
ing 16 to 20 pounds; interior is creamy white, compact and crisp, 
unequaled for cooking or slicing; flavor especially fine. It is, 
without exception, the best winter keeper in the world. It will 
flourish on all soils, in fact, it will prove a gold mine to all cab- 
bage growers. Over twenty thousand pleascd customers pro- 
nounce this the most wonderful of all late cabbage. The illus- 
tration of our field of “‘Ratekin’s Ideal’ will give you only afaint 
idea of the profits derived from the king of all cabbages. We 
don’t ask you $4 or $5 a pound, although well worth $10 com- 
pared with the strains sold by other seedsmen at $2to $8a pound. 
We want every one of our customers to give ita trial thisseason; 
the seed.from these we offer you cannot be equalled. Pyice: 
Pkt., 15¢;.0z., 30c; 1-4. 1b., 90c;.1-2 Ib., $1.75: Ib., $3.00, 
postpaid. ie 


’ Ten or twelve days later 
Nenderson’s Early Summer [1 OYore Sera 


field; but much larger in size and will stand on the ground much 
longer without bursting open. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; 1-4 


lb., 60c; 1b., $2.00, 
‘arty This well known and popular variety is 
Early Flat Dutch considered by many to be the best 


second early sort; large, flat, solid heads, of excellent quality. 


Does not burst easily. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; 1-4 lb., 40c; 


‘Th., $1.50. : 


innat One of the best for general use,. being 
Early Winnig stadt very hardy and sure to head, forming 
a hard head when most sorts fail. Those who have failed with 
other kinds can hope to succeed with this. 1t seems tosuffer less 
from the cabbage worm than any other sort. Plant very com: 
pact, with short, thick leaves. Heads, regular, conical, 
very hard, and keep well both summer and winter. Itis the 
hardiest, not only as regards frost, but will suffer less from 


excessive wet, drought, insects or disease, than any other 


second early sort, and will give a. fair crop of heads when 
others fail. Price:'Pkt., 5c; oz., 20¢c; 2'0z., 35e; 1-4 ib.,; 
60c;3 1b.,. $2.00. 


All Season S This is generally'grown on Long Island for the 

New, York market. Heads very large, round, 
Often nearly spherical, but usually somewhat flattened; very 
Solid and of the best quality, keeping as well as the winter sorts. 
Plants very vigorous and sure heading ;, leaves large, smooth, 
with dense bloom, Remarkable for its ability to stand the hot 
sun and dry weather. Our trial has shown that heads which 
were fit for market by July 10th were still salable September 
10th, the only change being increased size and density. One of 
the very best: sorts for general cultivation... Price: Pkt., 5c; 
oz., 250; 2 oz., 40c; 1-4 1b., 75c; Ih.. 2-50. 
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 CABBAGE—Continued 


; - iy 
Early Jersey Wakefield 72° m4 
hardest heading of extra early cabbages. Our 
seed is new and good. Headsconical, compact, 
solid and of excellent quality. The thick, stout 
leaves and compact habit make it the best for 
wintering over and very earlysetting. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; %4 lb., 60c; 1lb., $2.00. 

Heads small, heart shaped, 


Early York firm and tender ; of very erect 
and dwarf habit, so that they may be grown 


fifteen or eighteen inches apart. Price: Pkt., 
ao 0z., 20c; 2)30z., 35c; 4% 1lb., 60c; Ib., 


(The genuine stock.) 
Holland Cabbage In some important 
particulars this is the most remarkableeabbage 
yet produced. In fact, it well illustrates the 
truth that ‘‘merit will win,’’ in that while it 
was introduced only about three years ago, it 
has already become the favorite sort with those 
who have the true stock. The heads which are 
very solid and deep, are of medium size, 
averaging about eight pounds in weight. In 
color they are very distinet; in point of quality 
they have no superior and they keep better 
than any other sort, the heads being as solid 
and perfect when taken up in«the spring as 
when put away in the fall. At that time no 


cabbage will sell beside them even at one-half the price. Price: 


Pkt., 5c; oz., 20e; 34 1b., 70c.; Ib. $2.25. 


IF YOU WISH TO HAVE A GOOD SUPPLY 
OF SAUERKRAUT NEXT WINTER, PLANT 
RATEKINS’, FAMOUS CABBAGE SEEDS. 


: Th “Pres 
Premium Flat Dutch 7e nest. pers 
Cabbage” ever offered the American cabbage 
grower. Absolutely sure headings. Ninehun- 
dred ninety-nine out of one thousand: plants 
make perfect salable heads, averaging 16 to 20 
pounds, measuring 12 to 14 inches in diameter. 
Specially grown heads often reach 50 pounds 
each. .Interior is creamy white, compact and 
crisp. Unequaled for cooking or slicing, flavor 
especially fine, It is without exception the best t, 


RED 


Early Ditch Dark Red Berges, meet. for, Pickling. 


er. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 20c;41b., 60c; lb., $2.00. 


Ratekin’s Mammoth Rock Red Zhe best varicty of 


It is sure heading, of large size and deep red color. Those who 
like a red cabbage will be pleased with this one. Price: PEt., 
5c; oz., 20c; % Ib., GOc; lb., $2.00. 


~ Ky 


distinguished any where. 
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-) ¢ .“ Autumn King” is an entirely 
Ratekin $s Autumn King distinct variety; best keeper 
we have ever seen; it produces enormous solid. heads of that dark 
shade of green that is most desirable in a cabbage, and has such 
small outer leavés that it can be planted closer together than the 
ordinary late sorts, and can be relied on to produce a greater. 
weight ef crop’ per acre than any other variety. A distinct 
feature of the “Autumn King” is the peculiarly crimped leaves, 
which not only add to-its appearance, but enable it to be 
It is unquestionably one of the 
best late sorts of today. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % lb. 
(0c; lb., $2.25. 


WN \ 


winter keeper in the world. It will flourish on 
all soils. Prices Pkt. 5c; oz.; 15¢;:44 Ib., 
50c; % Ib., 90e3 1b., $1:60.> The most criti- 
cal cabbage grower in the land need have no 
doubts about the quality of our cabbage seed. 


Surehead ‘never fails to form uniformly 
large solid heads, which are tender and of fine, 
sweet flavor. .An excellent. keeper and a good 
shipper. Price: Pkt. 5c* oz.~20c; 41b., 
60c; 1lb., $2.00. : 


Wabash County, Ind. 

Gentlemen: Will say in regard to the seed corn I purchased 
from you last season thatit will make about 65 bushels to theacre, 
and this has been avery poor season. I will say that the vitality 
of your seedsis very superior, having good stand-and strong 
growth. Also the seed wheat purchased from you is good, is up 


now and looks fine. Pleasé send me your catalog of ‘grassseeds; 


T want to sow some more permanent pasture. 
‘ " _T. J. JOBN. 


ery truly, 


A popular sort for main crop; 


tose WHigdos 5 

_ =. o: Early. Snowball 
*“‘Admirably ‘adapted for forcing or 
wintering over for early crop and the 
most. popular -sort for. these purposes. 
It is also one of the best sorts for late 
summer and fall’crop, and with reasonably 
fayorable conditions every plant will form 
a. large solid head of fine quality. The 
plants. are. compact, with few narrow, 
upright: leaves and are well suited for 
close planting. The heads are solid, com- 
pact, round, very white and curd-like, and 
are developed earlier than those of any 
other sort. We know our stock of this 
variety is unsurpassed and is superior to 
much that is sold under such names as 
“‘Gilt-Edge,” ‘‘Harliest,” etc. . Price: 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


am 


Pkt., 15c; 2 pkts., 25c; 4% 02, 75c; 
0z., $2.50. 


The carrot is one of the most wholesome and nutritious of 
our garden roots and deserves to be more extensively used, both 
for culinary and stock feeding purposes. We urge our readers 
to give some of the early table sorts a trial. For feeding stock, 
especially horses and milch cows, the carrot cannot besurpassed, 
and it should be more largely grown by farmers for this purpose. 

Culture Whilea sandy loam made rich by manuring the previ- 
> ous year is the best for thecarrot, any good land, if 
thoroughly and deeply worked, will produce satisfactory crops. 
When it is possible to do so, it is advisable to sow as early in the 
spring as the ground is fit to work, though good crops may, in 
this latitude, be grown from sowing as late as June 15, but suc- 
cess from such late planting is uncertain... For table-use sow the 


smaller kinds as early as practicable in rows 16 to 18inches apart. 


For field culture prepare the ground thoroughly andsow in drills 
18'to 24 inches apart, using from one and one-half to three pounds 
to the acre, according to the distance between the rows. Cover 
one-half to one inch deep and see to it that the soil is pressed 
firmly above the seed. As soon as the plants appear, use the cul- 
tivator or wheel hoe. -Do not let the weeds getastart. Thin the 
smaller table sorts to 8 to 10 to a foot, and the field varieties to 
3to 6 inches apart in the row. For winter use gather and store 
like beets or turnips. 


Early Scarlet Horn Very early ; color orange-scarlet; fine 


grained and agreeable flavor. Tops small; has a short, stump- 


1) shaped root; 
7 4% 4, 
“é yh ax 


grows well in shal- 
Z2RY 


low soil. The best 
early: are for 
table use. kt. 

5c3 0z., 10c; 1} 


Danvers’ Half 
A popular 

Long standard 
variety of rich 
dark orange color. 
Very. smooth and 
handsome. In 
form half way be- 


tween Oxheart 
and the Long 
_ Orange, and won- 

derfully product- 
ive. Under special 
cultivation it_has 
yielded from 


five tons per acre. 
One of the finest 


Roots of mammoth size, 
Grows one-third above 


Long White Belgian Carrot 


ground. Color above ground green, and beneath ground pure 


white. This variety is largely grown for stock feeding. We 


The favorite extra early variety. 


4 twenty totwenty-. 


HENDERSON’S EARLY SNOWBALL CAULIFLOWER, 


CARROTS. 


have grown of this variety on a piece of drained swamp land at 
the rate of a thousand bushels peracre. Probably no other green 
root crop will produce more feed, unlessitbe the New Mastodon 
Carrot. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4% 1b., 15c; 1b., 45c. 


h 
Improved Long Orange Carrot #2y ogsepopulanor 
field culture. The rootsare very large, long and tapering; rich 
orange in color and free from side roots. .One of the best winter 
sorts and largely grown for market and stock. Pkt., 5e; 9z., 
b., 60c. 


Oxheart or 


Guerande 
We do not hesi- 


EX \ 
tate to call this the SS ‘ 
most valuable va- = =4 
riety in existence. SS, 
It is intermediate 7, 
between the Har 
Long and. Horn 
varietiés, attain-”! zs ad 
ing adiameter of 3 K —_ = 
to 4inches at the =- Fy 
neck, of beautiful 

shape and rich 
orange color. W here 
other varieties require 
digging it iseasily pulled. 
It will produce roots as 
early as any variety and 
continues ofthe best qual- 
ity all the season. Itis 
excellent for hogs and 
other live stock and has 
yielded 1,200 bushels per 
acre. Cut off tops with 
scythe and pullroots with 
potato hooks. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 
lb., 25¢; Ib., 70c. 


Early Market ouiek 


grows about the size of 

our Cincinnati Market 

Radish, excellent forcer; 

fine flavor; flesh a deep 

orange, fine grained. 
Price: Pkt., 5c}; .0z., 

ce Y%1b., 25c; pound, 

Ce 


THE OXHEART. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH; IOWA. 


CELERY. 


One Ounce Wil! Produce About 6,000 Plants, 


os - == 


‘theluxuriesof the garden. 
For first crop sow the seed 
early 'in hotbeds, or in 
boxes in the ‘house, in 
rich, moist soil, covering” 
the seed very lightly. For 
main crop sow seed- in. 
open ground in April or 
as socn as the soil is in 
good condition. Seed . 
germinates slowly and if | 
weather is hot and dry 
protect with light cover: 
j 


This we consider one of 


ing of hay or straw. Stir. 
soil as soon as plants are_ 
well up: thin out and 
transplant so that they 
stand aboutaninchapart 
in the row. If they grow 

too rapidly sheerthetops 
off -when about four or. 
five inches high and this 
will make them more 
stocky. For main crop 

: set plants out between 
June 15th and July 15th in rows three feet apart and 
the plants six inches apart in the row. Care should’ 
be exercised to firm the earth well around plants. 
when setting and they will root better. Keep clear» 
of weeds until about the middle of August, when it . 
will be time to begin earthing up.. Draw the soil up’ 
against the plants with a hoe as closely ‘as possible, ’ 
firming it enough to keep plants in an upright posi-_ 
tion. Late in the season the bleaching process must. 
be finished by digging the soil from between the rows» 
and banking it clearto the tops on each side of the 
row.of celery.. Much labor is saved by growing the 
self-bleaching varieties, but they do not keep as well 
for winter use. 


" This is by far the 
Golden Self-Blanching 28 Souiar variety” 
now on the market. Itis of medium earliness, of dwarf, 
compact habit, with thick, solid, heavy ribbed stalks, 
which blanch easily to a clear waxen yellow. When 
grown in rich, moist soil, the stalks are numerous and 
large with a solid heart of beautiful yellow. ‘The: 
best grade seed. issearce this year. Price: Pkt:,5c; 
oz., 30c; 14 1b., 90c; 1b., $3.00. 


’ i i 
Henderson’s Half Dwarf "xtively solid, pos: 
flavor, while it has much yigor of growth and heavy 


bunch. Price: Pkt.,-5c; oz., 15c; 4% Ib., 45c5 
Ib., $1.50. ea a aeer ; 


White Plumb Stalks, portions of the inner 


leaves, and heart, naturally white 

and. become fit for use by simply tieing up closely 
with soft twine. .More used than any -other variety 
by market gardeners. Our seed is of the highest. 
quality and sure to please all. Price: Pkt., 5¢5 
OZ., 15c; Y% lb., 50c3 lb., $1.75. = === of 
Waxy golden yellow, cylindrical, 
Golden Dwarf aa ssn Pein. Pkt, 5¢; 
oz., 15¢c;441b., 40¢; lb., $1.25. : =. 
2 Stalks remarkably large, thick, sol 
Giant Pascal entirely g{ringless, very crisp and - 
brittle. A vigorous grower and is _self-blanching, 
clear white. Price: Pkt.,5e;.0z., 20¢; 4 1b. 60c3 


lb., $1.75. 


‘ e We have made it a point to give honest and true descriptions of our 

Honest De SCY] tion seeds and to so describe and explain them that there will not be any 
misunderstanding and. disappointments whatever, and when the 

seeds you order arrive they will surprise you by being better than you expected—as a great many told us- last 
season in their kind letters to us—you will thank us for our true descriptions: We believe that there are too 
many fancy pen pictures and exaggerations in the descriptions and showing up the quality of the seed in many 
seed catalogues. These exaggerations have destroyed the confidence of the public to a great degree, many vow- 


ing that seed men were all liars and they would not patronize them again. We believe that honest deserip- 
tions and true statements that can be backed up every time will win outin the end, ts md iw 


SW 
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» CUCUMBERS. 


Cucumbers succeed best ina rich,loamysoil. For first early, 
sow in hot beds, in berry boxes, or in small flower pots, six 
weeks before they can be set out in the open ground. When 
danger of frost is over, transplant in hills four feet apart each 
way. For general crop plant in open. ground in May, about 
twelve seeds in a hill. When danger of bugs is past thin to four 
stnong plants in a hill. For pickting, plantin June. Sprinkle 


proved White Spine 
One of the best sorts for table 
use, Vines vigorous, fruiting 
early and abundantly ; fruit uni- 
formly straight and handsome, 
dark green with a few white 
spines; flesh tenderand of excel- _ 
lent flavor’. In this country this 
variety isused more, perhaps, 
than any,6ther for forcing under 


glass. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z.,10c; 
4 Ib.,60c; lb., $1.75. 
Five pounds or more by 


| 


the vines with plaster or air-slacked lime to protect from bugs, or 
use Slug t hot to kill the bugs. 


Each packet of Cucumber seed will contain a quarter of an 
ounce, sufficient to plant about .20 hills. 


Two pounds will 


plant am acre. 


=xpyess, at $1.50. 


OP Se ws 

ekin’s Crescent Cu- 

A new cucumber, and 
mber certainly the earliest 
cucumber-‘we know. -..One es- 
pecially adapted for the hot bed 
or early garden; it sets quickly 
“and produces:beautiful cucum-.- 
bers in® the ‘shortest possible 
time, and we are confident if you 
once grow them you will never 
be without them. Price: PEt., 
10e; oz., 15c; % Ib., 55c; 


1 *9 hae . 
— = 
hee Vine vigorous, producing the bulk of the crop 
“FLY Cluster nearthe rootand in clusters. Fruit short, 
with uniformly thiek end, dark green, but paler at blossom end. 


A very productive sort. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0oz.; 10c; 2 oz., 15c; 
% Ib., 40¢5*Ib., $1.50. 


“An old and opular variety, of medium size, 
a Frame straight and andsome; excellent for pickles 
young. 


: Price: PkKt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4% lb., 40c; 
Ib-, $1:45. 3 2 P] ) 9 9 4. ? 


i é | . yr x Nitty 


z a , 
IMPROVED CHICAGO PICKLE. 

' : . This variety, which ori ginated 
Impro Chicag 0 Pickle with a leading pickle grower 
near Chicago, is considered the best variety there is, as it is very 
prolific, pee eae and produces an immense number of de- 
sirable shaped picules.° Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z.,20c; 44 lb., 60c; 


° .90 
3 . 

A standard sort. Vine vigorous 
Imp 0 Long Green and productive, forming fruit fit 
for thé@table nearly as early as the shorter. sorts; fruit about 
four inches long, firm and crisp. The young fruit makes one of 
the best of pickles, and when ripe is the best of any for sweet 
pickles. Price>. Pkt., 5¢; 0z., 20c; !41b., 60c; 1b., $1.90. 


Why Not Ask Your Friends 


_ slow to germi- 


IMPROVED WHITE SPINE, 


£ 


£ 
j i Is used almost exclusively by 
hoston OL Jersey Pickle. the market gardeners near 
ston for/pickling. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 15c; 41b., 50c; 
lb., $1.69... 
& 


Fordhook 
8 
Pickling 
A very small, 
oval prickly 
variety, quite 
distinct from 


It 


is .grown § ex: 


all others. 
clusively for 
pickies; is the 
smallest of all 
varieties, and 
should always 
be picked f 
when young 
and tender. 
The seed is 


nate,. requir- 


ing usually {| 


——— ote = 


from two to i iB 
three weeks. i he | 

Price: Pkt.,/ Ne 
5¢e3 02.5 20c; ¥ x 
14 lbs, 7503 | ~ 


Ib., $2.50. 


To join with you in ordering seed, and for your trouble 
you. may select extra seed to the value of 25¢ for each 


dollar in money you send us, For further instructions sée inside cover page. 
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SWEET CORN 


SWEET OR SUGAR CORN 


At 
‘a 


= 


S 


A lifetime of experience in Corn growing enables us to 
guarantee our Seed. If you are amarket gardener, orif you just 
want Corn for family use, send to us. We have as good as the 
best. 


Buying Vegetable Seeds by Mail 233s "s.casicst: 
and profitable way to secure the best seedsif youselect a reliable 
firm. If your merchant handles bulk seeds he must have a large 
profit and often holds over quite a bit. Commission seeds and 
boxes left at stores are a snare and a delusion and the chances 
are that you get stuff so old that it will prove worse than useless 
and you throw away your time and money in planting them, 
besides losing your season’s crop. If you once try the mail 
order for buying seeds, you will certainly be pleased and ready 
éach season to send us an orderfor your full supply of seeds. 
As for farm seeds there is no doubt you can do much better than 
to buy of your merchant, as you are enabled to buy of us whole- 
sale and get what it is impossible for many merchants to handle. 
Something rare and profitable to you. Let us prove it to you. 


Chufas, or Earth Almond. 


A nice little ground 


children. In sweetness and flavor they resemble the cocoanut or ; 
almond and are considered very nice put on the table ing 


fruit dish with candies, 
and as an after dinner 
relish. Very prolific, 
a single one yielding 
from two to four hun- 
dred. Thenuts grow un- 
der ground, very near the 
surface, easily reached 
by pigs and poultry, and 
destroyed by them if they 
have free access. Plant 
in April, ten inches apart 
in two and one-half foot 
rows. Cover them light- 
ly. If the seed is very 
dry, soak them well b 
fore planting. Price 
PEt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
lb., 20e; Ib., 50c. 


\ Mammoth White Cory 


nut which is greatly liked by the 


a} a 


j 


= 


The largest and best "ahs 


extra early sweet corn. 
The stalks are no larger 
than those of the ““White 
Cob Cory,’’ buteach stalk 
furnishes two or more 
large, fine shaped ears 
which are fit for use be- 
fore those of any other 
sort. The ears are twelve- 
rowed, very symmetrical 
and handsome, with no 
opening between the 
rows at the base. The 
grain is large, broad, 
very white and of re 
markably good quality 
for such an early sort. 
The beauty and quality 
of this variety give it 
ready sale even when the 
market is overstocked. 
Price: Pkt., 10c; 4 pt., 
15c; qt., 30c; 4 qts., 
$1.00. 


Reliability has been our 
watchword and aim 
throughout our business 
life. We have spared no 
labor or pains in ascer- 


- taining how and where 


the best seeds can be pro- 
duced and insecuring for 
our customers those of 
the highest possible qual- 
ity. That we have suc- 
ceeded, the growth of our 
business. and the confi- 
dence our old custom- 
ers repose in us are suffi- 
cient evidence. Even our 
competitors testify to it, 
and the highest praise 
they can give the seeds 
they offer is that ‘they 
are as good as RATF- 
KIN’S,”’ 


anflard late sort; fine to ean; ex- Be 
Jleft for forage or ensilage. Price; 
: Pint, 10c; pint, 15c; quart 25e; 
@bushel, $1.50; bushel, $2.75. 


SWEET OR SUGAR CORN-Continued, 

: The plants are usually about four feet 
White Cory high and bear two or:even three ears 
Lare eight-rowed, with large,,.somewhat coarse but very 

veofvand tender grain. Price: Pkt., 10c; pint, 15c; quart,. 
30s 7,4 quarts, $1.00. . 

Fler Min A standard. early variety that has held a 

7 rly Min nesota high place in the list of sweet corns ever 

4#since its introduction. The ears are of good size, well flavored 

and of the’best cooki.g qualities. Valuable for either private or 


markefvuse. Price: Pkt., 10c; 4% pint, 15c; quart, 35c; by 
expréss, 4 pk., 60c; peck $1.00. i 


Certainly a fine sort; ears average 
ntry Gentleman nine or ten inches in length, but 
at it lacks in size is more than equaled in superior quality 
and productiveness. It sometimes yields as many as five or six 
ears tothe stalk. Deep grained and exceedingly sweet and juicy. 
One of the best for the family garden. Price, pkt., 5c; pint, 
15c; quart, 20¢c; gallon, 75c. i 


. POP CORN 


EE EEE Ee EEE EES ERE 
@ LEE RCE RCE Ca bE Orie e tees Seek 


—~—~e- @ © = 


“QUEEN’S GOLDEN. 


IZ 7 PAZ ASYW 
f ‘Rie x 
Sewer 


White Rice. Avery handsome and ™prolific- variety; 
ears'short; kernels long, pointed, and resemble 
rice; color white. Probably no variety of pop corn is superior 
to this for parching. We supply lots of four quarts and less, 
shelled. Price. Pkt.,.5c; pt., 20c; at., 85c; pk., 85e. 


9 Color a peculiar lustrous golden yellow; » 
Queen $ Goiden pops toa rich cream color; very prolific. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; pint, 20c; qt., 35c;3 pk., 85c. 


A valuable new rice popcorn, intro- 
duced by an extensive pop corn grower 


New Red Beauty 


in Illinois. Ears medium to large; color bright red; deep grains © 


Highly recom- 
4% pint, 15c; pint, 25c3- at:; 


and small cob; extremely early and productive. 
mended. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
40c. 


‘ It Pays to Buy Reliable Seeds 
- aboye all else. They cannot be bought at/half price. Good — 
‘seed lay the foundation for a good and perfect crop, and” 
_ they cannot be produced or sold at half price. Cheap seeds 
-are dear at any price, evenasa gift. If ycu are acquainted 
--with, the cost of production and the market value of-high 
» grade seeds, an examination of this book will show. that 
seeds of,equal quality cannot. be had anywhere at lower 
prices:' In our.extensive business it is.our.constant aim to 
please and satisfy every customer, and no one can doit 
» with echeap,and inferior seeds. 


Good Seed Pays 
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EGG PLANT 


A tender plant which should be started quite: early in’a hot 
bed or boxin the house which must be kept warm. Transplant 
late to open ground two and a half feet apart. 


EARLY ROUND PURPLE - 


The earliest variety in existence, 
Early Round P urple being several weeks earlier than 
most others. Fruit is exactly the same shape and color as _ the 
‘“Tmproved New York Purple,’ but is somewhat smaller. It is 
fully equal in quality,and what itlacks in size is made up in 
productiveness. Price; Pkt., 5c; 0z., 35¢c;141b., $1.10. © 

Our strain of this, the leading 
Improved New York market variety, we believe to be 
unsurpassed. Very large size, skin deep purple, fiesh white and 
of excellent quality. Very productive. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 
40¢; 1 Ib., $1.25. = 


KALE 


“Borecole, Kale and German Greens’”’ are general terms ap- 
plied to those elasses of cabbages that do not form heads, but are 
used in their open growth. Some of the varieties are the most 
tender and delicate of any of the cabbage tribe. They are hardy 
and are not injured by the frost. 


DWARF GREEN CURLED KALE 


DON’T FORGET TO INCLUDE A FEW POUNDS OF OUR 
POP CORN IN YOUR ORDER 


The progressive farmer, the farmer who makes money, will no more plant ‘‘run out’? Seed 


Corn than he would think of raising scrub stock. He may have good corn, but it is mixed 
or has lost its former vigor, so he takes no chances, but orders his Seed Corn: from. some 


, » gdod, reliable grower and-receives a reward for his good)judgment—a_ yield of corn from 10to15 bushels more’per acre than 
less wise neighbor. Ohange your Seed Corn this season and you will find it a profitable investment; : 
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KALE—Continued. KOHL RABI. a: 


Plant 1 d t, fle 1a 
Dwarf Green Curled Scotch Fes = ee SABES Culture: S°¥ ™ Heht, rich soil, as early as possible, in drills 


large . leaves 


curled, cut and crimped until the whole plant resemblesa bunch | | __ sixteen inches apart, and when established thin to 
of moss. It would be well | Six inches apart in the row. One or two plantings at intervals of 


worthy of cultivation ten days will givea succession until hot weather, when they fail 
simply for its beauty. | to grow well, but plantings may be made the latter part of July 
One of the best sortsfor | for fall use. vai 
use, and when well grown 
and cooked is one of the 
‘most palatable of vege- 
tables. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
Oz £0c3) 51s oc, 
lb., 7O0c. 


rs 


Tall Green Curled 

This is very 

Scotch hardy and is | 
not injured by a mod- 
erate frost. About thirty 
inehes tall, with an 
abundance of dark 
green leaves, which are 
- densely curled and cut, 
forming a very beauti- 
ful plant. It stands the 
winters in the middle 
states without any pro- 

| 

| 


tection. Price: Pkt. 


= : : 
Tat GREEN CuRLED Sc ~ Se; oz., 10c; % Ib. 
ie Gybpe: = Beeb 700. 


ee ee eS Oe eee Ss le 


LEEK. 

Belongs to the onion family and by many preferred to that 
vegetable. Sow the seed and care for young plants same as for 
onions, but they need a little more room in order to develop 
more fully. When the young plants are double the size of a 
goose quill, transplant to a prepared bed in rows one foot apart 
and four or five inches in the row. 


EARLY PURPLE VIENNA. 


¢ A bright purple. The leaf stems 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 30c; 20z., 55c; 44 1b., $1.00; lb., $2.75. 


LETTUCE. 


One Ounce Will Sow 120 Feet of Drill. 


Probably no vegetable is more universally used than lettuce, 
and to be thoroughly appreciated it must be brouzht to the table 
fresh and unwilted. The quality of lettuce depends largely upon 
a rapid and vigorous growth. Sow in hotbed in March and in 
open ground as early as it can be worked, thinly in drills one foot 
apart. For a succession sow every three weeks during the 
season. The soil should be rich and mellow. Thin out plants as. 
they grow. : 


: . It forms a mammoth head, and remains. 
Early Prize Head tender and crisp throughout the season; 
is prompt to head, but slow to seed, of superior flavor and ver 
hard. Leaves of dark, reddish brown color, variegated with dar 
green. Itisan immensely ponular variety. Price: Pkt., 5ce;) 
oz., 10c; ¥% 1b.. 25c; 1b., 75c. , 


° An improved variety of the Curled 
Early Curled Simpson Simpson, with aes, loose heads._ 
ope pxcetione flavor.. Price: PKt., 5c; 0z., 10c; %% Ib., 25c; ' 
“9 Cc. . 


Selesi a An excellent spring,summer and fall variety, forming 
: good sized heads that stand drouth and heat longer 
without injury than any other sort; matures very early. Price: 
Pkt., 5c;,0Z., 10c¢;:34 1b., 25e; Ib., 7Sc. i 


Success, either in the home or market garden, depends more 
upon the quality of the seed used than any other factor. You 
cannot afford to take any risk or waste your time and labor on) 
: hae inferior or questionable seeds no matter how cheaply they may | 

: : ‘ : : ; be offered. Relable seeds cannot be offered at half price. The 
London Flag {us 7atety more paltivated in this country | best is always the cheapest. Buy RATEKIN’S seeds and get 
quality... Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 41b., 30c;_lb., $1.00. those you know will grow. ee 


BIG PREMIUMS. 


We have found our “pleased customers’’ to be our very best advertising medium. For every dollar sent us for seeds in packets! 
and ounces at regular catalog price you may select seeds extrain packets to value of 2% cents; get your friends and neighbors to 
give you their orders fer Ratekin’s Reliable Seeds; it will pay yeu well, f Bis 


LONDON FLAG LEEK. 


> yeaa 
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LETTUCE—Continued 


Diacl <, | It is much lighter colored than 

Black Seeded Simpson preceding; it grows _ nearly 
double in size, of fine ayety One of the best for forcing or 
poe planting. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4% lb., 25c; 
lb., 75c. 


2 


: (Seed Black.) An old sort noted for its hard- 
Brown D utch iness. Leaves large, thick, green, tinged with 
brown. _It always forms a large, solid head which is somewhat 
coarse looking, but the inner Jeaves are beautifully blanched, 
exceedingly sweet, tenderand well flavored. Desirable Lecause 
of its hardiness and fine quality. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
4 1b., 25e; Ib., 80c. 
(Seed Black.) A very bright green and at- 
ractive variety. orms large, solid heads, 
Salamander (rscs iety. It forms 1 lid head 
composed of thick, smooth, very tender leaves, the inner ones 
finely blanched and all of finest quality. .It remains a long time 
in head before running to seed. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
4 1hb., 25c;3 1b., 80c. 
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A forcing variety of superior quality and 
beautiful appearance, strong grewer, free 
from rot, and keeps crispand tender without wilting when ex- 
posed for sale, longer than any other forcing lettuce, It is also 
adesirable variety for ary ps ground, Price; Pkt., 


Grand Rapids 


5c; oz., 15c; 4 1b., 40c;3 Ib., $1.2 


For general use for market and gard 
Improved Ha nson eners we are sure that no SATE ea 
surpass our “Improved Hanson” Lettuce. Deliciously sweet. crisp 
and tendér, and almost absolutely free from any rank or bitter 
taste. Resists the summer heat extremely well. It cannot be 
tochighly praised. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4l1b., 25c. 


ar 


‘ . A variety of Cabbage Lettuce, 
California Cream Butter y777o0.0 sola henas Ont. 
side of heads are of a medium green, slightly marked with small 
brown spots; within, the leaves are of a very rich, cream yeliow 
color, most refreshing in appearance, and particularly rich and 
buttery to the taste. The heads are of a yery good size; compact, 
very hard and solid. It is medium early and one of the very best 
summer varieties of head lettuce we-have ever seen. “Price: 


PEt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 4 1b., 25c; lb., 75e. 


‘We Guarantee All 
Our. Seed 


To be of highest quality 
| and germination, and to be 
exactly as represented. » We 
} want every one of our cus- 
tomers to grow good, bounti- 
| ful crops, and. we. will help 
| you if you will ‘give us la 
chance. . Start right: the 
foundation is good. seed. We 
j hope you will read what we 
have to say about Selected 
/ Farm Seeds a little further: 
along in this catalog. Any-, 
| thing not made plain to you, 
B be free to write ts, and al- 
that “ws 


ways remember 


LENE SEL MT LN 


f have your welfare at: heart, 


Says 


a 


§ because by helping you we § 


keep you. for a continuous 


| customer. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


One packet each of any of our four popular varieties-of let- 
tuce for only 15 cents. ae 


For prices on seéds in quantity see our wholesale price list. 


—— 


MUSK) MELONS — 


The soil best adapted to the culture of melonsis a warm, rich sandy loam. Plant in hills fiye or six feet apart, each. way, ten 
or twelve seeds ina hill. When they begin to vine thin out, leaving only four of the most thrifty. As melons are very sensitive to 
the cold, they should not be planted until the settled warm weather begins—in this latitude about the middle of May. _ Cultivation 
should begin as soon as the plants. appear above the ground, and be kept up once a week until the vines interfere_too much. You 
will be pleased with our melon ‘seed. f ep ee 


The Rocky 
Ford Musk 
Melon 225... 


known .on the 
“bills of fare” of 
the leading 
hotels and res- 
taurants of 
America as the 
“Rocky Ford = 
Ganteloupe” 
takes its name 
from the little 
town of Rocky 
Ford, Colorado, 
which has be- 
come famous 
for its melons as 
is Baltimore for 
its oysters. The 
shipping ofthese 
metons has 
reached such 
proportions as 
to cause it to bhe- 
come the leading 
industry of the 
town, thousands 
of crates being 
annually for- 
warded to the 
prineipal cities 
ef the United 
States. The 
reason for the : 
widespread pop- 
ularity of this 
melon is two- 
fold... First, its : 
superb table 
qualities, being 
firm, sweet, and 
remarkably 
solid. Second, 
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~ market gardeners as the best 
~<and most profitable Musk 
~. Melon that grows. *Price: 
-30c;1b., $1.00. Purchas- — 
er’s expense: Pkt., 5c; 
02.5 10¢; 34-1b.,-25¢€; lb. — 
85c. Pig 
Osage Melon, or Mill- 
+e 1m One of the 
e's Creaill 52+" melons 
on the market for family use 
~andaélso greatly liked by 
gardeners.* The skinis thin, 
-O£dark green colorand © 
ee ahtly netted. Theflesh is 
“salmon color, remarkably 
sweet and spicy in flavor, — 
extremely thiekanddelicious _ 
‘to the rind; the seed cavity 
is. very small. It-is seldom 
thatone of poor quality is 
“found. The whole crop is 
very even and extra heavy, 
“pp owing to the thiekness of the 
FS ‘ X bf). Bn, son i Si yep raid ameat. All Lovers of fine 
SF ee NO YBN) Lf ip Nui’. melons should try the Osage. 
FO ae 2 Fail, yy: Y 9, a Uff 4 ints Price: Pkt., 5c; OZ., 10c; 
RD: 14Yb., 30c; Ib., 90c. 


SS 59 ise : 
aS = g& € 
-, oe < i, A 


Liberal Inducement 
We desire to have all our 
customers trya few packets 
_of our superior musk melon 
seed. We will allow them 
o'select four of any ~variety 
‘for 15c, Ratekin’s Early Mar- 
et not included. sa 
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MUSK MELONS—Continued 


Y Pa | Rose We have been greatly pleased with this new variety, and we con- 
VA u sider it one of the finest sorts. It isa result of a cross of the Osage 
and Netted Gem, and it combines the sweetness and high flavor of. the former, 
with the fine netting and superior shipping qualities of the Netted Gem. It is 
4 peculiarly sweet, rich, delicious flavor and a long keeper. If you area gardener, 
plant it and catch top of market prices. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c;141b., 30c; 
. Pound, $1.00. 
NSE SRY We offer under this name a very. distinct 
WIN GY Extra Early Hackensack stock, different and much superior to that 
\ WZ often sold as Extra Early Hackensack. Thefruit ismedium sized, nearly round, 
WA with deep ribs and very coarse netting. The flesh is green, a little coarse, but 
G very juicy and sweet. Price: Pkt.,;5c; 0z., 10c; 14 1b., 30¢; 1b., 90c. 
Fruit of medium size, slightly ribbed, globular. Skin 
Z Small Green Nutmeg dark green, becoming yellow when over ripe, and 
F nearly covered with broad, shallow netting. Flesh thick, a little coarse, but of fine 
= flavor. This variety is in universal demand for both home and market use. It is 
ye the size best suited for hotel and restaurant use. Our stock is carefully grown 
= and selected and will be found first-class in every particular. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
= 0Z., 10c; 41b., 30¢; lb., $1.00. 
: This is one of the most delicious little melons that we have 
: Emerald Gem ever eaten. The fleshis thick, of asuffused,,salmon color, 
=<-x, almost red, and ripens thoroughly to the extremely thin, green rind. Itis pecul- 
=, iarly crystalline in appearance, juicy and rich. The flavor is sweet and luscious be- 
yond description. Rather small for marketing but very nice for home use. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 41b., 30c3; Ib., 90c. 
= A finely improved variety, often weighing from 
Improved Cantaloupe fifteen to twenty pounds. The flésh is tie light 
RATEKIN’S EARLY MARKET in color and of fine quality. Quite early and a splendid keeper. Include this 
E a Tene zowondet oe atte OZ., aes Aas Soke a oO : 
"? Many years were spent in perfecting this decidedly distinct and beautiful melon. most valu- 
Ratekin' Ss Early Market able a rae teristic is its close, strong netting.. Its vigorous growth givesit great hardiness and 
ability to withstand drouth, blight and bugs. Its beautiful shape and handsome appearance are remarked upon when placed side by 
side on the market bench or counter with any of the popular sorts of the day. It ripens only a few days after the early Hacken- 
sack, is most prolific, more uniform, bears longer and the fruit is more solid; seldom bursts at blossom end, flavor and quality are 
all that can be desired. It is green fleshed, with a small seed cavity. A valuable sortfor a general crop. Price; ,Pkt., 10c¢; oz. - 


—20e3 4% Ibi, 50c3]b., $1.75. 
— WATER 


WATERMELONS | 


Kolb’s Gem 


This variety, 
on account of 
its excellent 
shipping qual- 
ities, is exten- 
Sively grown 
for that pur- fi 
pose. Grow Jim 
nearly round, jij 
and the color {j 
is adark green 
with lighter 
narrow stripes 
—very thin and 
tough rind. 
Flesh bright 
red and of 
good flavor. 
Our seed is 
choice. Price: : 
Packet, 5c; ounce, 10c; 4, pound, 20c; pound, G5c. 


_ One ounce is required for forty hills; three pounds will plant 
at Nie anacre, = 

_. A light sandy soil, with good exposure to the sun, is the best 
for watermelons. It should be:prepared deep, but receive shal- 
low cultivation.._Hoe often and thoroughly. Plant in hills eight 
or ten feet apart each way. Plant eight or ten seeds in a hill, 
and finally; when danger from insects is past, leaye but three 
strong plants. Thousands of melon growers annually depend on 
us for their seeds and: are universally pleased, claiming that 
nowhere have they ever obtained seed so pure and reliable. It 
pays to have the best: “Packets contain about 100 seeds. 


M. es The old standard. Best quality. Price: 
Mountain. Sweet: 22°: , 5c; 0z., 10¢;4 1b. 250; 1b. 75c. 


Dhi %o Ef yy Early, medium size and quite productive. 
Phinney Ss. Early Se. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 25c: 
pound, 75c. 


RATEKIN’S RELIABLE MELON SEEDS PLEASE EVERY- 


Peolew > 's'* “BODY. THEY. GRow, cama tc BEE 


$$ A 
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WATERMELONS—Continued. 


Vin? i ‘ A cross between Kolb’s Gem and 
Ratekin S Champion Sweet Heart. Allthat could be said 
of Kolb’s Gem as to good shipping qualities can be truthfully 
stated.in a higher degree of Ratekin’s Champion. All the praise 
of high quality bestowed on the Sweet Heart can be repeated of 
our new melon, but its prominent point of merit isits extreme 
size. No melon ever yet produced anything like so uniformly 
large fruit nor approaching it in productiveness. Melons weizh- 
ing from seventy-five to ninety pounds are frequent. Itis the 
most prolific watermelon ever grown. Itsrolorisa rich, dark 

reen, almost black. Of uniform, symmetrical shape, roundish 
o bluntly oval, and thissimilarity of shape running through the 
whole field. Price: PkKt., 10c; 0Z., 15c; 41b., 35e; 1lb., $1.10. 

’ Large oblong melon. The skin is dark 
Kleckley S$ Sweet green, fiesh bright scarlet, the rind only 
about one-half inch in thickness. The scarlet flesh is sweet and 
sugary andis of such texture that it leaves no strings of pulp 
whatever in eating. The melon is better for home use than for 
shipping, and we believe it is the Best Table Melon To=Day. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 441b., 25c3 Ib., 75e; 5.bs., by 
express, $2.50. 


| Peerless or Ice Cream 


Triumph: 


‘round, dark green, indistinctly striped 


Susie bp. 


’ Decidedly the finest 
Cole Ss Early _ early variety for the 
private garden, but is too brittlefor long 
shipments. Itis very,early and will ma- 
ture further north than most other 

-sorts. Of medium size, very productive, 
continuing to bear throughout the sea- 
son. Flesh of bright red color, of granu- 
lated, sparkling appearance. In flavor 
it is lusciously sweet and refreshing. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10ce; % Ib., 
25¢; lb., 75c- With : 


M. . This melon 

Sweet Heart Melon ;.°32315" 
large, handsome, beavy, and productive. 
Shape is oval; color, mottled light to 
very dark green. Flesh bright red, 
solid, tender and very sweet. Price: 
Cc. ales = 


This is a large vari- 
Cuban Queen ety, often weighing 
eighty pounds and upwards; striped 
light and dark. green; ah enormous 
cropper. Price: RBkt., 5c; 0z., 10¢; 
Ylb., 25c; lb., 75c. i 
One ofthe largest 


Black Diamond and best shippers 


yet roduced. A quick seller, and fine 
or 
It has a beautiful red core, and is swee 
and delicious. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 
10c; ¥% Ib., 25c; lb., 75c. 


The great home market Melon. 
This old stand-by is our best 
general cropper for the home market; has too thin a rind for 
shipping unless packed in straw...We have sold it for many years 
to our most extensive Nishna whee Em growers, for whom it brings 
the highest prices,and meets with the ready sale regardless of 
other varieties that may be on the market, because it has become 
a great favorite with market gardeners and melon dealers and 
consumers. Few, if any, surpass a True Ice Cream for quality 
and productiveness. Mediumearly ; fruit oblong, large size; rind 
light mottled green; flesh bright scarlet, solid to the center, melt- 
ing and delicious. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 44 Ib., 25c; 
Ib., 75e; 3 lbs., $2.00. 


A southern variety which has become very popular 
with shippers. The fruit is uniformly large, nearly 
with a lighter shade; 
rind thin and firm, making it an excellent shipper;:flesh bright 
2 gre of-good quality. Price: Pkt.,5c; oz., 10¢;}41b., 20c; 
*9 Cc. . 3 4S pee Brees 2 
ve ‘A large,-oblong melon of 
- shows broad bands of 
white, with narrower 
ones of green. Its soft 
pink flesh is erisp, juicy, 
very sweet and solid to 
the center. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c;441b., 


Tt is early, has a remarkably thin, tough rind; and 
The flesh is bright scarlet. 
and of fine quality. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 


will keep and ship well. 
4 lb, 25e3 1b., '75c. 


melon Seeds. 


Special Offer 


You may select four 
Ratekin’s Champion, for 15 cents... » 


25c; lb., 75c. 

‘ , For. preserv- 
Citron ing; We ws 
“uniformly round and 


“pled with light ‘green; 
flesh white and _ solid. 


« Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 
SSA 1%, 1b., 350; - Ib., 
(5 7 J -* 


Try: growing 


‘Watermelons this 
4 _ year; thereis money: 


in it, and you cannot 


seed from us. _ 


a £\ Ja 


We desire to have ail our customers who order seeds try. some of our superior varieties of Water- 
packets of any of the variéties namedin this catalog excepting 


ome markes and family gardens. 


smooth; striped and mar- 


fail if you buy) the — 


ee et nee 


} 
3 
: 
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ORDER SOME OF OUR SEMINOLE 
MELONS. THEY WILL PLEASE YOU. 


ewweer eT we ee 


the beautiful red core makes it attractive. Sweet and very de- 
licious. Beautifulshapefor market. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 
MY Ihb., 20¢; lb., 60c; 3 lbs., $1.65. ; . 


Monte Cristo In our trial grounds this has proven to be. 


J a northern strain of ‘*Kleckley’s Sweets,” 
and is certainly a very sweet and delicious melon. It is a very 
large, dark green color outside, and has beautiful red core, and 
is never stringy. It is a grand variety for both market and the 
family garden. Price: postpaid, Pkt., 5c; oz.,10c;. %41b., 


25c; lb., 75c. Purchaser’s expense, pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 


%1b., 20c; Ib., dc. 

See 4 Twelve varieties of the finest 
Mixed Watermelons watermelons, the largest, earliest, 
sweetest, grown separately and seed carefully mixed by us. 
Price: Pkt., 5c3.0z., 10c; 44 1b., 25c3 1b., '75c. : 


Dark Icing or Green Mountain Bey ee sind 


medium size; rind 
dark green, thin, but very strong; flesh deep scarlet; rich, juicy 
and delicious. Price: PEt-, 5c; 0z., 10¢; % lb., 25c; 1b., '75c. 


Light Icing 
A le Pie Grows uniformly, round and smooth, striped and 
pp! marbled with light green. Flesh white and solid, 
seeds red. It should be borne in; mind that this variety is not 
for eating in the raw. state, but for preserves, _pickles, etc. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 2 02.,15c; 4% 1b., 30c; lb., $1.00. 


. ; *, A much better table variety than the 
2 Pride of Georgia “Kolb’s Gem,” though not a good a 


shipper owing to the exceeding thinness and tenderness of the 

rind. In form the melons are an oblong oval, bearing indenta- 
_ tions somewhat like the musk melon. The‘vines are exceedingly 
_ prolific. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; % lb., 25c; lb., 75c. | 


Gypsy or Georgia Rattlesnake 2,s7Perio" 

ket variety; large, oblong, the skin green, mottled — 

and sbuip - Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4 1b, 25c; 
ey (OC. : 


Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c;341b., €5c;1b., 75c. 


Very large, exceedingly pro- 
ductive, of the finest quality, and 


Similar to the prececing, but light variety. 
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Nearly round, very large and heavy. Skin 
Black Boulder a dark black-green. Rind very thick. A 
good shipper. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4% 1b., 25e; Ib., 90c. 
By express or freight, not prepaid, 1b., 80c. 


Cr We have made the study of Corn our 
Seed Corn specialty for the past twenty-twoyears, and 
e during that time we have encouraged the 
farmers and corn growers to greater efforts in the production of 
eorn, showing them that with good seed and better cultivation the 
yield could be easiy lincreased from 40 and 50 bushels per acre to 75 
and 100 bushels per acre, as has already been demonstrated on our 
seed farms. Thus the corn-growing has been vastly stimulated 
and the yields greatly increased. And it is with no little satis- 
faction and pride that we now look back and note that our labor 
was not in vain—that it was not wholly selfishness on our part— 
thatin addition to stimulating the production of corn, thousands 
of farmers throughout the United States, after reading our talks 
about coru, have sent us their order for Seed Corn, planted it; 
reaped good profits on their investment, and started on the road 
to prosperity. Read what we have to say about Seed Corn in the 
front part of this book, and always be free to write us when we 
can serve you. , 


DON’T FAIL TO INCLUDE IN YOUR ORDER SEVERAL 
VARIETIES OF OUR MELON SEED. THERE’S LOTS OF 
MONEY IN GROWING MELONS FOR THE MARKET. 


Mustard SOUTHERN GIANT CURLED. This 
true curled-leaf variety is popular in the 
South for planting in the fall, to furnish an early 
spring salad. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib.,- | 
25¢e;5 1b.;'75c. * E 


es a Oe s 93 : Everton Co., Mo. 
.. Ratekin’s Seed House—Gentlemen: The Seeds I 


_ purchased:from you last spring are of excellent quality 


_ and-vitality, I am highly pleased with them. 

1 hee Me Very truly, J. M. Jones. 
Douglas County, Ill., Aug. 29. 

.  . Dear Sirs: The Séed Corn I purchased from you 

+ dast spring has proved O. K. I am fully convinced 

- that it will pay every farmer to plant your improved 


__ Seeds. 


Very truly, T. W. Bryan. 
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CHOICE ONION SEED 


Good onion seed is of the utmost EL + 3 
importance, as onions are one of the oN W Hi ITE 
mostimportant crops grown, both : 
in market and family gardens, and /@a_F ! 
there is no other vegetable where \C™ E 
the quality of the seed exerts a 
greater influence upon the crop than 
onions. There is more money in 
onions grown from seed than almost 
any othercrop. Fully realizing this, 
we have for many years made a 
specialty of onionseed which is all 
grown from choice, selected bulbs, 
critically examined before being 
set out for seed. In vitality it is 
very strong, being carefully tested, 
and we are sure that our onion seed 
cannot be excelled in purity, vital- 
ity or high quality. Large onions can 
easily be grown the first year from 
the seed by obtaining our Ameri- 
can grown new croponion seed. Our ~ 
crop was good this year and prices 
are reasonable. In comparing our 
prices with others, remember that 
we pay the postage. Deduct 10c per- 
pound if tobe sent by express; ask 
for prices in large lots. Packets 
contain about 1000 seeds. 


CULTURE 


One ounce will sow about 1000 feet 
of drill; four pounds will sow one 
aere. The soil for onions should. be 
a rich loam thoroughly enriched 
with well rotted manure and pul- 
verized. before sowing the seed. It 
should be as free from weeds and 
grass aS possible. As early 
as the ground can be worked 
in.the spring, sow the seed in 
drills fourteen inches apart, 
covering. one-half inch. Com- 
mence hoeing aS soon as the 
rows can be seen; skim the 
ground over the _ surface; 
avoid stirring deeply, and 
work the soil away from the bulbs. At second hoeing weed 
carefully and thoroughly by hand. When the tops die, pull. and 
spread evenly over the ground; stir or turn until thoroughly 
dried, then cut the tops one-half inchfrom the bulb. For pickles 


or sets the seed: should be sown very thickly, about fifty pounds _ 


to the acre for sets, and fifteen to twenty pounds for pickling. 

H Very desirable for family use. Flavor mild 
White Portugal and pleasant; skin silver-white; of hand- 
some appearance, highly esteemed for pickling when young; 


also for market in the early winter. This is the variety from 
which white onion sets are grown. You will make no mistake 


by planting this excellentsort. It will please you immensely. 


for any-purpose. -Buy your seeds from first hands. Selected 
stock seed of our own growth. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 15c; 44 
lb., 65c; Ib., $1.75; 4 1bs., not prepaid, $6.00. ; 


Yellow Globe Danvers 4,7¢%7,,22ndsome: 


with thin, yellow skin, white flesh, fine grained, mild, very firm 
and the best of keepers. It ripens early, sells readily at the 
highest prices in our markets. Thisisone of the best cropping 
varieties in existence, has yielded 1,000 bushels per acre, and one 
of our customers states that his crop averaged over 800 bushels 
per acre for nine years. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; \% Ib., 
75c; 1b., 90c; 4 1bs., not prepaid, $3.00. 

The handsomest market variety in 


Large White Globe existence, making beautiful, clean, 


pure silvery white bulbs of large, even size, globe shape, mild 
and pleasant flavor, and outsells every other variety. Itis com- 
pea a good keeper and undoubtedly the. be:t white sort. 

rice: Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c;% lb., 60c; lb., $2.00; 4 lbs., not 


prepaid, $7.00. 

Pe) This early strain of the well 
Ratekin S Red Globe known Southport or large ‘Red 
Globe” onion is a most yaluable improvement. The handsome 
shape, color and keeping qualities of this onion make it one of 
the very best varieties, which are alwaysin demand toward 
spring. Price: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 20c; 41b., 60c;1b., $1.75; 


4 lbs., not prepaid, $6.00. 

RQ +m Attractive form, flattened but 
Mammoth Silverskin thick through. Single bulbs often 
attain weights of from two and a half pounds to four pounds 
each, . The skin and flesh are white and of a particularly mild 
and pleasant flavor, matures early and is of uniformly large size 
and perfect form, and will bring a large price in market. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % Ib., 65c; 1b., $2.00. 


round or 


globe shape variety of largesize, 


Sere etareys = 


. : This is the large, beautiful 
Mammoth Prize-Taker Spanish variety, sold in the fruit 
stores and markets of all large cities. Enormous size, fourteen 
to sixteen inches in circumference. Although of such great’size, 
itis very hardy and a good winter keeper. Outside skinis rich 
yellow, while the flesh is white, sweet and tender. They bottom © 
well, are free from stiff-necks, and have produced more bushels~ 
of marketable onions to the acre than any other variety in 
America. In market they attract attention, sell readily atead- 
vanced prices. True American grown seed. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
oz., lic; $41b., 45c3 1b., $1.60. 
Extra early, long keeping; 


Australian Brown Onion the most valuable variety 


introduced in a generation. The Australian Brown Onion is of 
medium size, wonderfully hard and solid, and most attractive 
for market, both as to form and appearance. They are extremely 
early in ripening and never make stiff-necks or scullions: Every 
seed seems to produce.a good sized onion, and the bulb begins 
to form very quickly—when the plant is not over three inches 
high. The coming onion. Planted at the same time as red 
Wethersfield, it proved to be nearly four weeks earlier and ri- 
pened off more uniformly. From its firmness and hardness, it 
will keep in good condition longer than any other onion known. 
The color of the skin is aclear amber-brown. So widely contrast- - 
ed from any other onion is this color that it will be noticed on 
market, and when once bought purchasers will most likely 
call again for those “beautiful brown onions.” Price: Pkt., 
5e; 0z., 10c; 4 lb., pela eee Ae ey ee 

b ood onion seed Is a blessing, but cheap 
Good Onion Seed onion seed is_an abomination. The 
country is every year flooded with impure or ancient seed that 
is offered at a low price, but such seed is in reality a high priced, 
wholly unsatisfactory article. We are sure that first-class onion 
seed of the crop of 1904 cannot be purchased at lower prices than 
those quoted in this catalog, and confident that no onion grower 
in America can really do better than to send direct to headquar- 
ters, Ratekin’s Seed Bouse, Shengndoah, Jews: ace ; 

ne packet each of the following big onions = 

F or 29 Cents Mammoth Prize-Taker, Large White Globe; : 
Ratekin’s Red Globe, Mammoth Silverskin, Red Wethersfield, 
White Portugal. Each packet of onion seed will contain about 
ounce. Include this collection in your order—you will not 
regret it. 


USE OUR EVERGREEN MIXED LAWN GRASS |} 
SEED 20 
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nN ONION SEED—Continued. 


White New 
Queen Small; 


, noted 
. for extreme earli- 
- ness and mildness 
of flavor; much 
: used for pickling. 
 ‘Priee: Large 
‘pkt:; 5c; —0z., 
20c; 4% lb., 50c; 
Ib., $1.80. 
Extra Early 
Ror Thisis 
& Barletta anew, 
distinct variety; 
the very earliest 
‘onion in cultiva- 
‘tion. It is fully 
two weeks earlier 
than the Early 
White Queen, 
‘which heretofore 
-has been the earli- 
est variety on the 
‘market. They are 
‘pure paper white 
olor, very mild 
and delicate in 
‘flavor, one and 
‘one-half inches in 
diameter and 


‘three-fourths of 
‘an inch in thick- 
‘ness. For table 
‘use and pickling it , 
‘is most_valuable. 
Price: Pkt., 5c, 
0Z:, 20c; ¥&% Ib., 
‘65e3 lb., $2.00. 


Special Prices 
As prices on 
onions are subject 
to change during 
the season, we re- 
quest people desir- 
ing to purchase in 
large quantity to 
writefor SPECIAL ~ 
QUOTATIONS. 


Cheap Onion Seed Is Expensive Even as a Gift 
The country is flooded with it but we are satisfied that good, 


This is the greatest, grandest, surest cropper, most pro- 
ductive and most popular sort that is cultivated in the western 
and middle states. Excellent keeper, and sells well everywhere. 
Good, large, marketable size, and the shape is very attractive. 
Sow four pounds per acre, in drills; rows twelve to fifteen inches 
apart. Cultivate thoroughly, and keep free from weeds, and a 
sood crop can always be obtained. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z.,10c; 
1% lb., 30e; lb., $1.00; 41bs., $3.50, not prepaid. 


‘PARSLEY. 


One Ounce Will Sow 150 Feet of Drill. 


tresh seed, crop of 1905, cannot be purchased at lower prices than 
quoted in this book. The figures given herewith are the lowest 
prices we will likely be able to quote for many years to come. 
Bear in mind, good, sound, plump seed has always been one of our 
. greatest specialties, and that more than 10,000 onion growers look 
to us annually for their supply of seed. 
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By Mail By Expressor Freight 

Quart Quart Peck Bushel jiikh 
Red Onion Sets.... 30e¢ 20c 80c $3.00 
White Onion Sets. 35c 25c $1.00 3.25 
Yellow Onion Sets 30c 20c 80c 3.00 
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Sow in March, thinly in drills one foot apart and half an inch 
deep. Soak seed in warm water afew hours before sowing. For 
winter use protect in a glass frame or light cellar. Very useful 
for flavoring soups and stews and for garnishing. The green 
leaves are used for flavoring, or they may be dried crisp, rubbed 
to a powder and kept in bottles until needed. 


MOSS CURLED PARSLEY. 


A very select stock, most beautifully crimped 
Moss Curled and curled. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
¥ 1b., 25c;3 Ib., 80c. 
A turnip-rooted variety, used for flavoring soups, 
ae se Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %4 Ib., 20c; 
*4 Cc. 


Hamburg 


Harrison County, Iowa, Sept. 12, 

Dear Sirs: I purchased both Pride of Nishna and Iowa Silver 
Mine Seed Corn from you last spring; planted between showers 
from May 8th to 23d; gave good cultivation, and yield promises 
60 bushels per acre, and is safely out of the way of frost now. 

Very truly, W. HOFF. 


56 


PARSNIP 


_ One ounce will sow 200 feet of drill five pounds to an acre. 
Sow early in spring in good rich soil, which has been plowed 
deep, in drills fifteen inches apart, covering half an inch. 
Thin to fiye or six inches apart in rows. They are improved by 
frost. 
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HOLLOw Crown 
PAReNIP. BE 


The old standard. 
Price: Pkt. 5c; oz., 


Long Sugar or Hollow Crown 
10c; & 1b., 20c; lb., 40c. 


Improved or Table Guernsey 4 2"e*tly improved and 


wonderfully fine strain 
of the Guernsey Hollow Crown Parsnip. 
grow as long as the Hollow Crown, but are of greater diameter 
and more easily gathered. A very heavy cropper; the roots 
are smooth, with a deep hollow crown-.and a small top. The 
flesh is fine grained and sweet and of: excellent quality; cooks 


evenly all the way through to the center, whichis as fine, soft, and © 


even quality as outside portions. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 


¥ lb., 25c3 Ib., 65c. 


PEPPERS 


One ounce will produce about 1,800 plants: 


The culture of Pepper is the same as for Egg Plant; the plants 
need quite as much heat to perfect them; though they mature 
sooner and may be sown a little later. Guano, hen dung, or any 
other bird manure, hoed into the surface soil when the plants 
are about six inches high, will wonderfully increase the product 


and also improve the quality of the fruit. 

: ‘nm Plants very productive, growing upright, 
Sweet Mountain With moderately largeleaves. Fruit very 
large, long, often eight inches or more in length, by two in dia- 
meter, very smooth and handsome, being when unripe of a 
bright, deep green color, entirely free from any purple tinge, 
and when matured of a rich red. Flesh very thick, sweet and 
mild flavored. Well suited to use as a stuffed pickle. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c; % 1b., GOc. ee 


The roots do not | 
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LARGE BELL OR BULL NOSE PEPPER 


Large Bell or Bull Nose Our stock of this well-known 
called Sweet Mountain, isa great improvement on the best stock. 
obtainable only afew years ago. Plant vigorous, compact; very 
productive, ripening its crop uniformly and early. It is one of 
the most popular and desirable sorts. Fruit large, cylindrieal, 
with thick, mild flesh; quality for use in salads and pickles; color 
brightred when ripe. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 15¢; 4 Ib., 50e. 


ih 


% fc aes. . 
a Mammoth Ruby King 


{ 


Monstrous large, productive - }F 
sort of recent introduction. 
Desirable for Mangoes. Bright, glossy, ruby-red color, and 
* largest known. A great, large, mild, sweet, attractive variety, 
oa aahinble acquisition, Price: Pkt., 5¢e5 oz., 20c¢; 1-4 fi} 
«5 60c. i } 
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Read what we haye to say about Seed Corn 
in front of this catalog. - | | OY eee 
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>. Peas are extremely hardy and will endurea great deal of 
cold, either in orzabove ground. By sowing as early as the 
‘ground can be worked.and making repeated plantings at inter- 
‘vals of two weeks, peas of excellent quality may be had far into 
thesummer. Sow in drills two to three inches deep, and from 
‘three to four feet apart, narrow forthe dwarf and wide for the 
‘tall-growing sorts. Dwarf-growing peas require rich soil and 
‘no support; tall-growing varieties should be trained to. wire 
‘trellises or supported by brush. If the soilis rich they will run 
tog much to stalks. Wrinkled peas marked (*) contain a greater 

_ .aifount of saccharine matter than the smooth sorts. 


a 
Height twofeet, pods rather small, dark green color, 
‘well filled, the earliest pea known, peing two days 
rlier than the Rural New Yorker, and seventy percent of the 
podsican be gathered at the first picking. Pgice: Pkt., 5c; 
% pt., 20c; qt., 50c3; by express, % pk.; $1225; pk., $2.25. 


merican’ T° 
onder 


popular 
ext ra- 

early variety for 
thefamily garden; 
. being. very sweet, 
it can not be plant- 
ed quite so early as 
the above, as it 
will not stand as 
much cold, wet 
weather, butis far 
m superior to the ex- 
~ tra early smooth 
sortsin flayor and 
table qualitiesand 
is quite: produc- 
tive. 


growing aboutten 
inches -high, ana 
» produces a pro- 
fusion of good 
sized, weil | filled 
pods fairly packed 
with the finest 
flavored. peas; on 
good soil each vine 
will average 
twelve pods and 
each pod six peas. 
The vines grow 
from eighi to 
20¢; qgt.,50c; by 


twelve inches high. Price: Pkt., 5e3%4 pt., 
express, % pkE., $1.25; DE:, pe.2py 


NOTT’S EXCELSIOR 


Of dwarf. 
and robust habit; 


PEAS—NORTHERN GROWN 


Crop of seed peas was very short.the past season, as was the 
preuous year, so none were held over, and prices are somewhat 
igher than they have been forseyeralseasons. Ourcrop wasfair 
and we have a liberal supply, so are able to offer them down low 
and of the best quality. All peas are put up in large two-ounce 
packets, sufficient for twelve to fifteen feet of drill. .Prices 
quoted by the peck or bushel do not include delivery. For the 


convenience of purchasers, we are listing the different varieties 
in order as they mature, commencing with the earliest and end- 
ing with, the latest varieties. 


é all 

‘Pirst and Best A.s°& 
early variety popular with 
gardeners in all parts of the 
country. Thig variety is 
perhaps more largely grown. 
by market gardeners for first 
early than any other. Crop 
is very short this year. 
Price: Pkt. 5e; 4% pt.,12¢; 
at.,.40c; by express, % 
pkg 90c; pk., $1.65. 


«Premium Gem #Pish* 


rly and prolific; a type of 
and an improvement on the 
McLean’s Little Gem; pods 
long and of dark green color. 
The most popular sort for 
family use. .Price: Pkt., 
5c; 4pt.,15c; at., 45c, by 
ae Um fins $1.10; pk., 


kowa Challenge Pea 


An extra early variety of su- 

perior merit which is a favo- [f 
tite with Shenandoah mar- f& 
ket gardeners. We can, in 
confidence, say that after a 
trial of nearly all extra-early 
varieties offered to the trade 
we have not found one pos- 
sessing more merit—hence 
its name. For the market 
gardener ithas nosuperior. Itis not only extremely early and 
prolific, but itis of goodflavor. ‘All the good qualities of the 
Extra Early are most nearly brought to perfection in the Chal- 
lenge. Vines eighteen inches. Price: Pkt., 5c; 4 pt., 12¢e; 
qt., 40c; by express, % pk., 90c; pk., $1.50. 


Ay ° arl 

\/McLean’s Little Gem 37. °°"'7 
green, wrinkled variety, growing 
about. fifteen inches high. When 
green it,is very large, sweet and of 
delicious flavor. Price: PEt., 5c; 
pt.,80c; at., 50c. 


IOWA CHALLENGE PEA 


’ ° Asuperb 
ott’s Excelsior sow variety, 
and we are sure our customers will 
welcome it as an ideal family and 
market pea. It is fully as sweet and 
delicious as the American Wonder, 
and grows one-half taller. Pods are 
larger and it is far more productive 
than the Premium Gem, and it is 
within a day or two asearly as the 
first early smooth pea. .The peas 
were ready for table use within 
forty-three days from planting, 
Quality very superior. Price: Pkt., 
5exy4pt., 15¢e3) at., 55¢; by exe 
press, 4pk., $1.25; pk., $2.25. 
é 5 


] 

e 2 Height twos feet; 
WEverbearing’ iste to very tate: 
hardy, vigorous, enormous cropper: 
pods and. peas of large size and 
good quality. Price: PEt., Sc; 
yy pt., £5e; qt., 45e; by express, 
% pk., 75c; pk., $1.25. 
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PEAS—Continued. } 


ea ‘ One of the richest, best. flavored 

‘Champion of England yeas “crown. ‘Price: Pkt. Se; 
lgpt-., 15¢e; qt., 40¢; by express, 74 pk., 65c; pk., $1.15. 
[Ditec! . Height two feet; late to very late; 

\/ Bliss Everbearing hardy, enormous cropper; i and 
peas,of-large size and good quality. Price: Pkt., 5c; %pt., 
156; pt., 20ce; at., 35c; pk., $1.50. = 


4 : ig Gem.) Height one and one-half feet. 

vy, orkshire Hero £23, large, yellowish green, wrinkled. 
Quality fine. Price: Large pkt., 5c; qt., 40c; by express 
or freight, at., 25c; 44pk., 75c; pk., $1.25. 


: This variety was introduced thirty years e6) 
il Thumb Vine bushy, growing to a height of ten inches; 
foliage heavy; productive; matures in thirty-five days after 
Sprouting. Price: Pkt., 5c; 4% pt.. 15¢; qt., 40c. 
Is grown largely by gardeners and also sown as & 
\/ Marrowfat field pea for stock. Price: Pkt., 5c;4pt.,10c; 
at. ~85e; by express, 4%pk., 60c; pk., $1.00. 


eld Peas See list of Miscellaneous Field Seeds. 


PRICES AS GIVEN ARE POSTPAID. IF ORDERED BY 
FREIGHT OR EXPRESS, AT SENDER’S EXPENSE, DEDUCT - 
7c PER PINT; 15c PER QUART FROM PRICES GIVEN. 


Improved Ground Pea or Peanut. 


Peanuts can be grown in 
Iowa, and everyone should 
plant a few for themselves 
and children. 


This very de- 
Red Cross sirable |. vari- 
ety is as early as the earliest, 
the most hardy, very prolific 
and of the best quality. Boys, 
here is a chance for you. 


ASA 


Think of growing peanuts in Faiay Say Ve 


J} 


your own garden and having 
plenty of them toeat. Shell 
the nuts carefully, so as not 
to breakinside skin,and plant 
as soon as the ground be- 
comes warm, from two .to 
three feet apart each way, 
four or five to the hill, cover- 
ing two inches. The _ soil 
should be deep and mellow. 
They produce 25to70 bushels 
Bek nen and are = easily = S a: = dy 

i eultivat as corn. rice: arge package, 10c; lb., 40c¢; 

Se by express, 5 Ibs. or more, 25c per lb. atoms 


S anish A very early variety, but the pods aresmall. Price: 
p Package, 10c; 1b., 50c. 


Late variety for family or market 
Improved Siratagem use. Half-dwarf, vigorous, branching 
habit, and under favorable conditions an enormous cropper. 


Pods long and filled. with seyen to nine large peas of extra fine While you are ordering SWEET We have something to 
quality. Price: Pkt.,5c; %pt.,15c; qt.,50c; byexpress, | Peas forthe vegetable garden, say along this line that 


% peck, 85c; pk., $1.50. don’t forget the beautiful PEAS © wiil certainly interest you. 


PUMPKIN. 


One Ounce Will Plant Twenty-five Hills. Four Pounds 
Will Plant One Acre, 


7 a : SLANE Se ie Pumpkins are not so particular in regard to soil as melonsor cucum- 

Uf if He Tim —— <a ns a. bers, but in other respects are cultivated the same, though on a larger 
\ Wir ro scale. They are generally raised between hills of corn, but may be 
planted with success in fields by themselves. 

Pumpkins are soldin the markets in large quantities every fall and 
are considered a very profitable crop. They are also valuable for feed- 
ing to stock. 

Include a few pounds in your order. Planted with corn, two pounds 
will plant one acre. 
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Fruit. small and round. A yery prolific eerie 
Sweet of Sugar and superior for pies and table use. The skin i 
deep orange yellow; anexcellentkeeper. Price: Pkt:, 5c; oz., 10c; 


4% lb., 20ce; lb., GOc. 


Z. 


Large Cheese—Kentucky. Field 


LARGE CHEESE PUMPKIN 


_Large, round, flattened fruits with creamy buff skin. It is 
an excellent keeping variety, with thick flesh of exceptionally 
fine quality. Commonly called sweet pumpkin throughout the 
west. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 4 1b., 20c31b., 50c. 

The common field or cow pumpkin. 


Connecticut Field If you have any live stock to feed, it 


will pay you to putin a few acres of these:. Price: Oz., 5c; 4% 
Ib., 10c; lb., by mail, 25c. By express or freight, 10 lbs., 


$1.75; bu. of 25 lbs., $3.00. 

f Also called “‘Mammoth Whale.” Orig- 
Mammoth Tours inated near Tours, France, where it is 
Nargely grown, both for feeding cattle and table use. Grows to 
‘an immense size, sometimes three feet in length, and to a weight 
‘of 100 to 200 Ibs. Flesh of salmon color. Seed of a peculiar shape. 
-Price: Pkt:, 5c; oz:, 10c; &% lb., 30e;1b., $1.00. 
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———— 


sa This is the noted New England Pie or Small 
Yankee Pie Sugar Pumpkin. Same shape and color as: the 
**Connecticut Field,” but smaller, very sweet, fine grained and 
one of the best varieties for table use. We have sold this to 
thousands of customers in all parts of the country and it pleases 
everyone for making pies. Early and very productive. Price: 


Pkt., 5c; 0z., 10c; 4 Ib., 20c3 lb., 6Oc. 


WE WANT EVERY ONE OF OUR FARMER FRIENDS, 
AND THAT MEANS ALL WHO RECEIVE THIS BOOK, TO 
PLANT SOME OF OUR PUMPKINS THIS YEAR. 


RADISHES 


AWD 


® Raftekin's Radish ‘i 


ee One ounce for 100 feet of drill; eight to ten pounds for an acre, 
__ Radish seed should be sown in light, rich soil as early as the ground can be worked, and for a succession, at intervals of two 


weeks until midsummer. 


Radishes must begrown quickly and have plenty of room or they will invariably be tough and pithy. 


Sow in drills one foot apart and thin to two or three inches apart as soon as the rough leaves appear. Most of our radish seed was 
grown for us in France, “the natural home of radishes,” and we think it cannot be surpassed. 


Early Scarlet Turnip One of the handsomest of the turnip 


noes radishes and a great favorite in 
many large markets, for early planting outdoors. It is but little 
later than the ‘White Tipped, Forcing” and will give entire sat- 
isfaction where extreme earliness is not thé primary object. 
Roots slightly flattened on the under side; color very deep scar- 
let with a white tip; flesh white and of the best quality. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; 4% 1b., 15c; 1b., 50ce. 


Early Long Scarlet Short Top 42,014 Standard va- 


with long, slender roots. Radishes are ready for market about 
twenty-five or thirty days after planting seed; flesh crisp and 
mild. Price: Pkt., 5e; oz., 10c¢; 14 Ib., 20c;3 lb., GOc. 


An old standard va- 


Ros Gem -~An improvement on the ‘Scarlet Turnip, White 
y Tip.’’ Their shape is perfectly globular, ‘with 
rich, deep scarlet top, blending into pure white at the bottom,. 
exceedingly tender, crisp, delicious, equally desirable for either 
the market or home garden. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % 1b., 


25¢e;3 1lb., 75c. 

‘ Of handsome, oblong, tapering shape, 
White Strasburg both skin and flesh are pure white... Tne 
flesh is firm, brittle and tender, and possesses the most desirable 
character of retaining crispness even when old and large. 
Exeellent for summer use, and withstands severe heat and. 
Seok ae quickly. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz.,;10c; “41b-; 20c; 

*9 Cc. 
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RADISHES—Continued 


Smaller and about;ten days earlier than 
Early Fr ame ‘‘Long Scarlet,’ which it very much resem- 
bles. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 441b., 20c; 1b., 50c. 


De Kalb Co., 

_ Indiana. 
3 The 
garden seeds I 


Dear Sirs: 


purchased from 
you last season 
were fine. I will 
plant no orhe® 
when I can get 


yours. 


Very truly, 


Roy H. JoHNSON. 
oO SON FRENCH BREAKFAST RADISH.” 


A small, handsome variety of very 


French Breakfast quick growth; one-half inch in diam- 


eter and two inches long. Color bright carmine with clear 
white in lower portion. Price: PEt., 5c; oz., 10c; 44 Ib., 20c; 


lb., 60c 

An improvement on the “Deep Scarlet 
Non Plus Uitra Turnip.’’ Remarkably fine in quality, of 
very quick growth, and ready to pull within twenty days after 
sowing. Perfectly globular little roots of very bright color and 
excellent shape; certain to insure ready sale on the market. It 
is one of the best strains of early radishes for forcing. Beds are 
planted, the crop matured and sold and the bed made ready for 
a second planting, allinthirty days. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz.,10c; 
¥% lb., 20c; 1b., GOc. 


Rush County, 
Missouri 
Sept. 15, 
Gentlemen: In 
regard to thelowa 
Silver Mine Seed 
Corn I purchased 
from you, will say 
I am well pleased 
with it, and re 
gardless of the un- 
' favorable season 
we have had, my 
corn planted from 
your seed will 
make five bushels 
more per acre 
than native corn. 
Very truly, 

S. P. Hupson. 


Scariet Lurnip White Tipped. 

‘ - - +. Handsome bright scarlet, 
Scarlet-Turnip, White Tip whitetip. Many gardeners 
make sowing of it every two weeks during summer; its fine 
appearance attracts customers; quality always pleases. Price: 
Pkt.; 5¢;0z., 10c; % lb., 20c; lb., GOc. 


s > An improvement on “White Naples,” 
White Lady Finger or “Vienna,” Large, white, crisp 
_yariety, about as long as “‘Long Scarlet,” and similar in shape. 


A very desirable sort. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 4% lb., 20c; 
lb., 60c. 


RADISHES 


OUR LIST CONTAINS ALL THE VERY BEST RAD- 
ISHES IN CULTIVATION, AND PRICES ARE BY MAIL, 
POSTPAID. ALL OF OUR RADISH SEED IS THE BEST 
FRENCH GROWN AND CAN BE RELIED UPON AS BEING 
THE BEST IN THE MARKET. 


IMPROVED 
CHARTIER 


Is decidedly distinct in 
appearance from any radish 
in cultivation. Its form is 
well defined by our engray- 
ing, the color at the top be- 
ing crimson running into 
pink about the middle, and 
from thence downward isa 
pure, waxy white. Price: 
Pkt. , St3 92581 0e, 3, Ibs; 
20c; Ib., 60e. 


Fine Radishes 


I like your Icicle Radishes 
very much.. Enclosed please 
find order ‘for more of this 
kind of seed.-—MrRs. R. N. 
W ARDEN, Vancleyve, Iowa. . 


Icicle received its name from the almost transparent white- 
ness of the root. Although a long radish of good size, it vies in 
earliness with the first forcing sorts. It will produce’a radish 
three and one-half to four inches long in twenty-two days from 
sowing the seed... The leaves are short, admitting of close plant- 
ing in the hot-beds. The fiesh is very white, crisp and brittle as 
glass, and of fine mild flavor: 
25c; lb.; 85c. 


WINTER RADISHES 


H { A late and hardy variety of large size. 
Black Spanish Skin a very dark beeen or black. Keeps 


well during the winter. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % Ib., 20e3 


Ib., GQc. 

H H Of excellent quality, and a good 
Rose China Winter keeper. Skin a brignt_ rose color, 
flesh very crisp and brittle. Price: PkKt., 5c; oz.,.10c; % Ib., 
20¢e; ib., Gde. - 


in? H ‘ A superb mixture of all 
Ratekin S Radish Mixture kinds Mn radishes, early, me- 
dium, fall, winter, Chinese, etc. Sow a row of it and it will 
furnish you delicious radishes throughout the year. The early 
and medium ones, as they mature and are pulled, make room 
for the larger growth of the fall and winter varieties. This mix- 
ture is made up of twelve best varieties, and with it it is 
necessary to make but one sowing for the entire year. You will 
be surprised and delighted with our popular radish mixture. 
Price: Pkt., 10¢; oz., 15c; 4% 1b., 30c; lb., $1.00. 

4, A late and hardy variety of large size. Skin 
avery dark brown or black. Keeps well dur- 

Long White dark b black. K id 
ing the> winter. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 


lb., 70c. 
New Ideal Mammoth Rhubarb 
oe The rhubarb (or pie 


\\ s plant) is a vegetable 
“WW 3 | ._ whichit is difficult to im- 
prove and it takes ay 
years to fully establis 
a new variety. About 25 
years ago Dr. Kennicott, 
of Illinois, in growing 
roots from seed, found 
one which was so far su- 
perior to, and different 
from, all others, that he 
saved it earefully, and 


IMPROVED CHARTIER 


year to year until finally 
we purchased _the'stock. 
Like all other highly im- 
proved sorts it seeds spar- 
ingly and comes more 
nearly true toname when 
grown from seed than 
most other sorts.. The 


larger, than the Victoria, 
and are produced in much 
greater abundance. 
Price: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 
25e. Strong roots, 20c 
each; doz., $2.00. 


RHUBARB. 


A new early white radish. This magnificent novelty - 


Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z.,15e; 4 1b., » 


the root has been divided 
and propagated from 


stalks are as large, if not» 
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= 
———— 
SS 


ia 


. 


~ SALSIFY—VEGETABLE OYSTER 


© One ounce will sow about fifty feet of drill center 


Why don’t you grow salsify? We 
are certain that if you grow it one 
year you will never be without it. 
Salsify isone of the most delicious 
and nutritious of vegetables and 
should be more generally cultivated 
for usein winter when the supply 
of really good vegetables is so lim: 
ited. The soup and salad made 
therefrom havea delicious oyster 
flavor. Treatas carrots, grow rap- 
idly. No vegetable excels this for 
soups, that is, if you are fond of the 
oyster fiavor, and makes a delicious 
and inexpensive substitute for them 
in soup., Cultivate like parsnips. 


Mammoth Sandwich Island 


Averages fully double the size of 
the ‘‘Long White.’’? The roots, not- 
withstanding their enormous size, 
are of superior quality. Price: 
Pkt., 5c; oz, 10c; 44 Ib., 30c; 44 
lb., 90c. 


SPINACH 


One ounce will sow about eighty ft. 
of drill; 10 Ibs. to the acre. 


The finest greens of any plant in 
cultivation. For summer, sow 
early in the spring in deep, rich soil, 
in drills one foot apart; cover one 
inch. Sow at intervals of two weeks 
throughout the season. For very 
early spring use, sow the winter 
varieties first of September, protect 
by covering with straw. Price: 
Pkts. contain about 800 seeds, 
5c3 0z., 10c. 


LONG STANDING 


} H An improved, round seeded strain of excel- 
Long Standing lent merit, having all the good qualities of 
other sorts and continuing in condition for use much longer. 
‘The leaves are smooth and very dark, rich green. Very popu- 
‘lar-with market gardeners. Price: Pkt.,5¢e;0z., 10¢; 141b., 
/15¢;41b., 25¢; Ib., 40c. 


SQUASHES 


The squash is oneof the most nutritious and valuable of all 
our garden vegetables. Few farmers appreciate the value 
of winter squash as food for stock. We think an acre of 
squash, costing no more to cultivate, and much less to ‘secure, 
will give as much food available for feeding stock asan acre of 
corn, and westrongly urge our readers to try a ‘“‘patch”’ for this 

urpose. One ounce early varieties will plant about forty 

ills; one ounce late varieties will plant about twenty hills: 3 
to 4lbs. to the acre. 


Splendid summer sort, early, pro: 
Early Bush Crookneck ductive, very fine quality. yWith 
all the new varieties recently brought out, many claim that 
there is nosummer squash superior to this. Price: Pkt., 5¢3 


oz., 10c;141b., 20c; Ib., 65c. 
5 Similar to the Golden B : 
White Bush Scalloped Srey uite-co den Bash; color 


for the family garden for early use. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 


10c; 4]1b., 25ce31b., 75c. 

This old variety has for years stood the t 
True Hubba rd of allrivals, and is the ost popular Srintee 
squash grown; hard, green shell; flesh bright orange yellow, 
fine grained, very dry, sweet and of rich flavor; keeps in perfect 
condition throughout the winter. Price: Pkt., 5c; o0z., 10e; 
¥% lb., 35c3 lb. $1.25. : 


WARTY HUBBARD 


A new strain of theHubbard. The warti- 
Warty Hubbard ness indicates a very hard shell, which is 
one of the best features ofa long-keeping squash. It also de- 
notes extra choice quality—the harder and more warty the shell 
of a Hubbard, the more delicate and sweet the flesh. The fiesh, 
however, is not so thick as theabove. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 


10¢; % 1b., 25c; Ib., 90c. 
A splendid winter variety 


Blue Hubbard or Marblehead .svlendia yrinter varicty 


color; flesh similar to the Hubbard in quality. Price: Pkt., 
5c; 0z., 10c; % 1b., 35c; Ib., $1.00. 


We grow all the Seed Corn, Wheat, Oats, 
Please Remember Barley, Rye, Speltz and many other farm 
grains for seed purposes; we know the varieties are pure and we 
want you to feel assured when you send us your order for any of 
these seeds that you will receive the variety which you order. 
We do not substitute in any manner in our house, and we want 
every customcr who fayors us with his order to be more than 
well pleased when he receives his seed from us. 
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New Golden 
iflubbard Squash 


Productive, Early, 
Beautiful, Good 


This is a Trae 
Hubbard Squash, ex= 
cept in color, which is § 
bright golden. ‘The } 
vine is a vigorous but | 
not rampant grower 
and wonderfully pro- 
ductive, expending 
the energy derived 
from liberal fertiliz- 
ingin the production 
of an increased num- f, 
ber rather than of f 
overgrown and coarse 
fruits, as some vari- 
eties are apt to do. 
It ripens its crop very 
early and uniformly, 
thus making it a cer- 
tain cropper. The 
fruits. are very uni- 
form in size, weighing 
from. six to eight 
pounds, and in shape 
are like the Hubbard, 
Though. maturing 
early, they are won- 


derfully long keepers, 2 2A > = Ze ya 

so they can be held ARRAS att ; SS Dip ‘ Is } 

over in good condition . NX ee Nes w Le LY EPS YEN TY 

N 4 ! Ahi PYZAM) the eerie “i : 
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EARLY , | 


3 age ae §=6BEAUTIFU 
HUBBARD 4 seer rgete iy coor 


S83 LK 
for spring use. The SSS 
shell is warty, hard : 
and strong, and avery beautiful orange red color, exceptfor a 
bit of olive green on the blossom end. The flesh is a deep orange 
and uniformly so to the rind, never having the green tinge so ob- 
jectionable in other sorts. It cooks very dry, fine grained and 
good flavored. We believe this is the best fall and winter sort 
yet. introduced, and that it deserves toand will becomea most 


popular variety. It certainly has no superior as a table squash. 
Send to RATEKIN’S for the Best Seed. Price: 
10e3 41b., 25e;, 1lb., 75c. 


There is no vegetable you will appreciate more than our 
early squashes. Try them. ‘2 


Pkt., 5c; 0Z., 


TOMATOES. 7 


One Ounce for 1,500 Plants. 


_ . Tomatoes do best-ina light, warm, not over rich soil, sowing 
into hotbeds during March. When the plants are about two inches 
high, transplant in boxes three inches deep, and four or five inches 
apart. Set out of doors as soon as danger from severe frost is over. 
The fruit will come easier if the vines are tied to a trellis. : 


ta) H Unquestionably the earliest of all. 
Ratekin S Earliest Tomato if you sow ‘‘Ratekin’s Earliest,” 
you will have, with favorable weather, fine tomatoes in ninety days 
from sowing the seed. It is an excellent shipper, being exempt from 
rot or cracking, ripens all over at once, and is a wonderfully smooth 
tomato—none smoother. Price: Pkt., 10c; 0z., 25c; 44 1b., 75c3 


lb., $2.50. 
F avorite Medium-size fruit of rich, dark red color. Price: Pkt., 
5¢e; 0z., 15c; 141b., 50c; Ib., $1.65. 
A cme A popular early variety, with smooth, round, purple fruits. 
: of medium size. 
fruits are rather soft and liable tocrack. Price: 
20c; 4 1b., 60c;3 Ib., $1.75. . ' 


Ripen a large number earlyin theseason; . 
Pkt., 5c; 0Z., 


Will please bear in mind that all. 
Our Tomato. Customer $ our tomatoes are grown forse 
only, and used for'no other. purpose. The seed we offer ‘thas all 
been obtained from the best specimens, selected with great care, 
and is superior to much offered at low prices that has been se- 
cured at canneries, etc. 


] : The Earliest Large Tomato in the World. 
Sparks Earliana Probably no early tomato introduced in 
many years has attracted so much attention, and has so largea 
sale as Spark’s Earliana. Early tomatoes are invariably small 
in size. This valuable new variety, originated by George C. 
Sparks, of New Jersey, is not only extremely early, but is re- 
markable for its large size, handsome shape and beautiful bright 
red color. Its solidity and fine qualities are fully equal to many 
of the best late sorts. 
profitable crops for the market gardener. You will make no 
mistake by planting Sparks’ Harliana. Price: Pkt., 10c;%oz., 
~ 80c; oz., 50c. 


Extra early tomatoes are one of the most. 


First of modern improved kinds. Our | 
“Improved Trophy” is a sort whose _— 


Improved Trophy 


vigorous and productive, large, solid, smooth, fine-flavored, beau- 
tifal fruit will satisfy the mostexacting. Much liked for canning 
as wellasfresh. Price: Pkt.,5c; oz., 20c; 4Ib., 65c; 1lb., 
$2.00. ‘ 


This is the largest-fruited tomato and of fine 
Ponderosa quality for slicing. Vines are of strong, rather 
open growth; fruit oblong in form, deep through, and generally 
ribbed; deep purple in color. Solidly fleshy, with small seed 
cells; of sweet flavor. In good soil fruits frequently attain a 
weight of one pound and over; late toripen. Price: Pkt.» 5c; 
oz., 40c; % 1lb., $1.25; lv., $4.00. 
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DWARF, CHAMPION 


ee 
SS 


H Its habits of growth are peculiar, == 
Dwarf Champion for not only is it dwarf and com- a 


pact, but the stem being thick, stiff and short-jointed, it 

is almost self supporting when laden with fruit. In pro- 
ductiveness it is unsurpassed. Itisalso very early; the ; 
fruit is of a purplish pink color, always smooth and symmetrical 
and the fiesh solid and of fine quality. Can almost be called a 
tree tomato. The best variety to grow for plants for sale, as 
they are so stocky. Seed is very scarce this year. Price: Pkt., 
OC; 0z., 25¢c; 14 Ib., 75c3 lb., $2.50. 


Natale? 

Ratekin’s Beauty Tomato 
‘liveness make it desirable to all classes of tomato growers; glossy 
erimson with slight tinge of purple. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 
25¢; Ylb., 75e;1b., $2.25. 


The superior flavor of the yellow varieties 
Golden Queen is bringing them into favor as table fruit, 


Its size, beauty, shape, color, 


-and those who think of a yellow tomato as the rough fruit of the. 


old yellow sorts will be surprised at this smooth, beautiful fruit, 
as smooth as the best of red varieties, and of a fine and distinct 
flavor. Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 25c; 44 1b., '75c;1b., $2.50. 


RATEKIN’S BEAUTY TOMATO 


Extra Early Advance 


favorable weather, fine tomatoes in ninety days from sowing the seed. 
It is an excellent shipper, being exempt from rot or cracking, ripens 
= over at onceand isa wonderfully smooth tomato; none smoother. 

rice: 


A 


flavor, durability and product-_ 


Unquestionably the earliest of all. If 
you sow “‘Advance”’ you will.have, with 


Pkt., 5c; oz., 15¢c, % Ib., 50c; lb., $1.65. 
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EARLY ADVANCE TOMATO 


Perfe ction Solid flesh, always smooth, and of blood-red color. 
Thisisa general favorite, equally desirable for 
the home garden, for shipping and for canning. Price: Pkt., 
5c; 0z., 15¢c; 34 1b., 50c; lb., $1.75. F 
‘ For the advantage of some of our custom- 
Mixed Tomatoes ers who Would like to try all kinds, -we 
have prepared this mixture of the varieties named and several 
others which we think will please all. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 
30c; &% Ib., 85c. { 
Well worthy of its name, for in beauty of color 
Matchless and symmetry of form it is indeed without a 
peer. The vines are of strong, vigorous growth, well set with 
fruit; are entirely free from core, of the finest flavor, of a very 


‘rich cardinal red color and not liable to crack from wet weather ; 


of largest size, and thesize of the fruit is maintained through- 
out the season. Solid, a fine quality, and keeps well. Price: 
Pkt., 5e;02.. 25c; 4% 1b., 75c3lb., $2.50. 


Yellow Plum or. Pear 


For pickling and: preserves. 
Fruit uniformly oval, lemon 
colored and smooth skinned. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; 0z., 25c}3 
WYlb., 75¢31b. $2.25: 


For 25. Cents 


we will send postpaid seven 
packets of anv variety of 
our tomatoes you may select. 
Value 40 cents for © 25 
cents. 


I INCREASE YOUR 
CORN CROP 


s Every farmer who 
s strives to increase his 
# corn crop has two ways 
~ to doit. He can increase 
| the yield per acre or plant 
4 more acres. The farmer 
a who wants more Gorn will 
# do well to study the first 
method before he decides 
& onthelatter. Good Seed, 
Band Change of Seed, is 
E the first essential to a 
s larger yield of better 
7 corn; therefore, plant 
i Ratekin’s Improved ‘va- 
rieties and add 20 to 50 
sper cent to your corn 
i crop. Read what wehave 
to say about corn further 
on. 


eee 


TOMATOES— 
Continued. 


This is the heaviest and most 
N cw Stone solid fruited of the large 
tomatoes of good quality. Our stock is dis- 
tinctly superior to most of that offered un- 
der this name, being more uniform, better 
colored and larger. Vines vigorous and 
productive. Fruit round, apple shaped, 
very large, very deep red in color and as- 
tonishingly heavy. Price: Pkt.,5c;0z., 
20c; 4 Ib., 65c;3 1b., $2.25. a 
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- Green County, Tenn. 
Ratekin’s Seed House: ROC? gee 
The Rape, Speltz and Bromis Inermis I - 
purchased from you last spring did fine, 
and am well pleased. I think the Bromis 
Inermis is the thing for this country. 


Very truly, 
V. ASHBURN. 


PLEASE YOUR WIFE BY OR-=- 
DERING SOME FLOWER SEEDS 
OR PLANTS FOR HER. 


Extra Early Pur- 
pie Top Milan 


’ One of the earliest 
sorts in cultivation. 
The bulb is very flat, 
of medium size, quite 
smooth, with a bright 
purple top. Price: 
PKt., 5c; oz., 10c; 
Y41b., 20e; 1b., GOc. 


Early White Milan 


Much like the above, 
but it is pure white 
all. over, instead of 
having purple top. 
Quite popular with 
gardeners. Price: 


$1.00. ; 
Golden Ball or 
Orange Jelly 


A very. beautiful =: 
and bright yellow 3== 
turnip of medium 
size. Itishardy and = 
one of the best of —— 
keepers. Flesh ex- = 


im 


a 


tremely firm and = a : —— —— 
solid. Always brings aH A ETT 
a good price in the 

market. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 41b., 20c; lb., 60c. 


TU 
Purple Top Globe 


Similarto above, ex- 
cept shape. The 
largest yielder of 
any turnip on the 
list; desirable for 
table use or stock. 
Price: Pkt., 5c; 
oz, 10c; % Ib., 

Early White Flat Dutch n.ciuieoGsoa ase and tender, ie; Tb., 80a0 6 
Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10¢; %1b., 20; Ib., 50c. : bs. or more, not 
; prepaid, 35c per 


White E A quick growing, egg-shaped, perfectly smooth, é. PURPLE TOP GLOBE. lb. 

gg pure white variety with small top and leaves, A == : ; : 
The fiesh is very sweet, firm and mild, never having the rank, Mixed Turni S Allthe table varieties of turnips mixed in 
strong taste of some of the early varieties. Price: Pkt., 5c5 p egual proportions. A desirable mixture for 
@z.. 10c; %1b., 20c; lb., 7Oc. . family use. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz.,10c;%41b., 20c; 1lb., 60c. 


| A globe-shaped, white-skinned turnip, which 
Early Snowball is exceedingly productive, very ennly and 
particularly adapted for family or market use. Price: Pkt., 
5c; oz., 10c; 4 1b., 20c3 lb. , 60c. 


The standard for this partof the 
Purple Top Strap-Leaved country for late planting. 
Round, fiat, good sized, small top, good flavor. Price: Pkt., 
5c; 0oz.. 10c; 4% 1b., 20; Ib., 50c; 5 lbs. or more, not pre- 
paid, 35c per lb. 
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~__. RUTABAGAS 


_ out two feet apart in rows three feet apart and cultivated fre- 
quently. 


Fas. 
bi | Choice Hi avana An Americanized strain of this popular want; seeds that WILL GROW and give as good or better 


Price: Pkg., 5c; oz., 30c. 


Hopper Holds 2 Quaris, 
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: ROOTS 


‘ Fine, large, thick roots may be grown in a 
Horseradish single season by planting the young roots early 
in the spring in good, rich, loose soil. Fresh plantings should be 
made from year to year as the old roots grow rough and prongs. 
Small roots by mail, doz., 25c; per 100, $1.00. 


RHUBARB 


Culture Usually multiplied by division of roots. Plant four 

feet apart each way, in very rich soil. Can easily 
be grown from the seed which we herewith offer. Rhubarb is a 
gross feeder and will make good use of the strongest manure, 
either fresh or rotted. Pull as long as demand continues, which 
is usually one or two months. Cultivate well and top dress 
liberally twice a year in early spring and at the end of pulling 
season. Plants are easily grown from seed and used for foreing 
during winier. 


Vi ctori a A good market sort. Stalks red. This is sometimes 

_ called ‘‘wine plant” and is very much superior to the 
— coeur kinds of pieplant. Price, Pkt., 10c;0z., 25c; \Ib., 
PS ‘Z 5e. 


fee EN | HERBS 
| Anise Used for garnishing and flavoring; the seeds have an 
agreeable aromatic taste. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c. 


2 Purple Top A largeearly sort of fine quality. Roots globe Dill Stems and seeds are used for flavoring and pickling with 


sc} shaped, skin purplish red above ground and cucumbers. Price: Pkt., 5c;,0z., 10c. 
yellow below; flesh yellow, necks small. An excellent variety 


M i ing. ice: Es 
ae es way. Price: Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; %I1b., 20ce; Sage ene cole SECS” itis STEEN OS 
4) Cc. 


Summer Savory For flavoring ‘soups, ete. Price: Pkt., 


5c; 0z., 10c. 


TO B ACCO Thyme Used for seasoning soups, sausages, ete. Price: 


Pkt., 5c; oz., 20c. 
_Itis not generally known that Tobacco can be successfully . 
grown in the West. A year’s supply of good smoking To- We conscientiously believe our Seed Corn the BEST THAT 
baeco can be easily produced on a sma!l plot of ground. The 


seed should be sown on a finely prepared seed bed early in the CAN BE GROWN or produced by any one anywhere, and 
spring, and when about six inches high the young plants set want.every farmer who orders and buys seeds from us. it 


matters not what kind, to get as good or better returns and 

Sai results than from seeds purchased elsewhere. We fully 
Connecticut Seed Leaf Bet eons eign the au pihenn realize that we must satisfy the exacting demands of the in= 
lardier and matures its crop earlier than other varieties. Price: telligent and progressive farmers who now buy seeds, and 
P. xt., 5e; 0z., 25c. we are in position to do it, if good reliable seeds is all they 


Cuban variety. Fine texture and supe- ; i 
rior flavor. Largely used for making the famous Havana cigar. | ; results as any seeds to be found in the world. 


S COMPLETE 
«PLANET JUNIOR’? 


Cres 


Descriptive Catalogue 


SENT FREE 


«PLANET JR.’’ No. 4 Combined 
Hill and Drill Seeder and 
Single Wheel Hoe. 


Wot gs _ If you have.a vegetable garden. you will find the “Planet Jr.” 
ES No. 4 Combined. Hill and Drill,Seeder, and Wheel Hoe Cultivator 
and Plow to be almost indispensable. In sowing it equals our 
best seeders ; in cultivating it is the equal of our best wheel hoes. 
Drills or drops all. garden seeds regularly, producing regular 
stand and even growth. Cultivates all vegetables between. the 
row, on each side of the row, throws dirt to or from the row, hills 
up, marks out, plows, levels, ete. Instantly changed from one to 
the other. This tool cannot be toohighly recommended. Price, 
complete, $9.50. Asa Drill only, $7.50. 


‘sPLANET JR.’? No. 1 Combined Drill and 
Wheel. Hoe. 


Satisfactory in every way, both as a drill and. asa cultivator. 
It has a complete set of cultivating tools and all its operations are 
rapid, easy, perfect and delightful. .When used as a drill the 
seed is sown with great regularity and at uniform depth. Hop- 
per holds one quart. From a drill it is changed to its other uses 
by unserewing but two bolts, whenany of the attachments shown 
in the cut can be quickly made ready for use. Price $8.50, 


tt or ; 


. RHUBARB, HORSERADISH, ASPARAGUS, HERBS, ETC., SHOULD BE IN EVERY GARDEN. 
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\ Note for 
the Ladies = 


The best advertisment of 
Ratekin’s Seeds has been the © 
kind words spoken by admir- - 
ing friends. We have over 
65,000 customers on our books, 
most of whom were first in- 
duced to try Ratekin’s seed 
plants or bulbs through the 
recommendation of mutual 
acquaintances. 

We naturally want this good work to keep right on, and 
every catalog sent out this year to bring not only one order but 
two, if possible. 

his Seed Annual is certainly one that we are proud of, and 
one which we are sure will interest every lover of beautiful 
flowers. When visiting some friend or when a friend may be 
visiting you this winter or spring, if she is not already acquaint- 
ed with Ratelkin’s seeds, plants, etc., won’t you show them this 
seed annual, calling attention to the many liberal offers such as: 


<‘s 
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Se 
TW ORNS 
ww iN \ weet) : 
who may send us an order for 50 cents worth, or more, of our 
Flower Seeds, their choice of any one of our Rambler Roses listed 
further on in this Seed Annual. Postpaid toany postoffice in the 
United States, when mentioned in your order. 

Weare after 10,000 new customers this season and we trust 
you will assist us to find three or four in your neighborhood. 

Hoping we will have the pleasure of sending you some of our 
flower seeds along with other seeds for the coming season, and 


25 cents extra in seeds for eyery dollar sent us for seed by 
Special offers on different vegetable seeds. 
many other offers all through our Seed Annual. 

In connection with all named above we are going to give the 


or ounce. 


following special premium free: 


ASTERS. 


acket 


Also the | YOu: 


Toany of our lady customers 


Very Selected List of 
Flower Seeds V.°..27,° 


leased to 
offer a very choice list of the 
most popular and easily grown 
flower seeds. They are all strict- 
ly fresh and first-class, and the 
best obtainable. _ We know you x 
will be pleased with them, as they 
will undoubtedly prove a thing 
of joy and beauty. We urge 
every farmer (under the super- 
vision and efficient assistance of 
the good wives) to plant and 
adorn the home with fiowers; it 
will pay in more ways than one. 
We. regret that we cannot 
illustrate every one of the varie- 
ties we list, but space forbids. 
Many varieties that are usually 
listed separately we haveinclud- 
ed in a single package under ‘the 
name of mixed varieties. : 

The pleasure resulting from a 
large and varied collection of 
flowers will amply repay for the 
time and labor used. 

The grade and varietes we 
handle are of the best, so we can- 
not makeany great cut on prices, 
filling the packages as we do. 
We can guarantee you great 
value for the money, and know 
you will be fully satisfied if you 
pass us your order. Our list 
contains the up-to-date varieties. 


It is unnecessary to 
Asters dwell on the great 


beauty of these popular favorites, 
as they are appreciated by every 
one. Our seed 


magnificent a display during the summer and fall. 


-For $1.00 you may select Seeds in Packets amounting to $1.25 
For 2.00 you may select Seeds in Packets amcunting to 
For 3.00 you may select Seeds in Packets amounting to 
For 4.00 you may select Seeds in Packets amounting to 


$25 | Antirrhinum (S22ndragen). 
375 | Bachelor’s Buttons 


assuring you we arealways at your command when we Can serve 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE 


J. W. RATEKIN 


ASTERS 
is the finest that France and Germany produce. 
mend our friends to plant a number of varieties, asno other annualsafford so 


We recom- 
Hardy annual. 


Gaily colored flowers. Choice 
oc. 


It is a beauty, the national flower of 
Germany, and a great favorite in all 


We pay the postage. 

DWARF CHRYSANTHE/SIUM—FLOWERED.—Very desirable 
on account of its large and perfect flowers, great beauty and.Jate 
blooming: mixed, 10-inch. Price, 5c. 

QUEEN OF THE MARKET.—Of graceful spreading habit; its 
great merit is its early flowering character, being in full bloom 
fully two weeks beforeany other Aster begins to blossom ; mixed 
colors, 12-inch. Price, 8c. 

FINE TIXED. Embracing a great many varietiesand colors. 


parts of the old country. A unique little plant, forming a dense 
mass of foliage, over which are borne hundreds of lovely blue 
blossoms beautifully fringed and serrated. Hardy annuals; two 
to three feet high. Pkt., 5c. : 


CANNA 


Stately and highly ornamental foliage plants, growing from 
five to ten feet high, and forming a most beautiful object for the 


Price, 5c. 


Valuable plants 
Ageratum for large beds or 
borders, and very useful where 
eut flowers are in demand; in 
bloom the whole summer; also 
good for winter blooming in pots, 
succeeding in any soil. Indis- 
pensablefor bouquets. Hardy an- 


nuals: 
FINE FIXED. 13-inch. Price, 


Ac. 
te Searlet flower; best 
Adonis mixture. Pkt., 5c. 


lawn or for large circular beds. 


Balsams LADY SLIPPERS or| DOUBLE CAMELIA— FLOW- 

TOUCH-lE-NOT.|ERED. These are (like Asters, 
These are old favorites with|Pansies, Phlox and Peas) one of 
everyone, owing to their hand-|our specialties, which we sell to 
some double flowers, brilliant|the best trade all over the coun- 
colors and stately growth. Half-|try, and we know that our seed 
hardy annuals, will produce fine, large, double 

CAMELIA, FLOWERED. |fiowersin great abundance. 
Double, very choice: spotted and 


variegated with white, mixed. . White, in 
Pric ; 5¢e. Alyssum, Sweet clusters; 
FINE MIXED. Finest varieties|beautiful for borders. 


and colors, mixed. Price,5c. |Pkt., 5c. 


—e 


Mixed, allcolors. Pkt., 5c. 7 
Balloon Vine — 

A very pretty, rapid growing 

climber, succeeding best in-a 

warm situation. Remarkable for 


its inflated, semi-transparent 


capsules. Someti mes called 
“Loveina Puff.” Flowers white. 


PEt:, Oc. 


—— ee 
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Mixed colors. 


Yj 
yy passed. 


Cypress Vine 


shaped scarlet and white blossoms, which 
Mixed colors. Pkt., 5c. 


Daisy (Bellis Perennis) 

Will make young, strong plants to carry 
over winter with protection, and blooms 
very early in the spring. 

FINE DOUBLE IMIXED. Six inch. Pkt., 5c. 

NEW GIANT SNOWBALL. A most 
eharming variety of this handsome littie 
flower. Don’t fail to give this little beauty 
afair trial, and it will besure to please you. 
Price, per pkt., 10c¢: 

Dahlia Everyone knows and admires the 

Dotible Dahlia, butfew are aware 
that it can be grown so easily from the seed, 
and flowers the first season. 

DOUBLE MIXED. Finest Varieties, two to 
four feet. Pkf., 5e. 

; Fox-Glove (Digitalis) 

Shewy for backgrounds and 
borders. and are very beautiful 
when planted among shrubs. 
Thrives in any ordinary garden 
soil. Fine mixed colors. Pkt., 5c. 


Dianthus (Pink) 

The China and Japan Pinksare 
deservedly very popular, as few 
flowers can equal them in beauty 
and profusion of bloom. 

CHINESE. (Double Chinese 
Pink.) A splendid mixture; one of 
the finest varieties ;1ft. PkKt., 5c. 

FANCY [MXED. Pkt., 5c. 


FORGET-MNE-NOT. Well 
known garden favorites. Flow- 
ers freely from seed the first 
summer. Blue, skyblue, white, 
mixed. Pkt., 5c. 


Gourds (Clim bing.) 
ing plantsshould be more largely 


"te grown. All varieties mixed. 
CARNATION, Pkt., 5c. 


oz 


Peru, 
vorite annual. 


These 


bouquets and - vases. 


nuals. 


Colors, Pkt., 5c. 
Geranium 


PkKt., 5c. 


ting. -Pkt., 5c. 


perennial, 


Calceolaria 
Pkt., 10c. 


Canterbury Bells, 

Very ornamental garden plants 
of easiest culture; hardy biennial, 
2% feet high, producing A 
shaped flowers of exquisite colors. 

Fine mixed. Pkt., 5c. 
on 


Carnation 
% The finest of the Pink family, 
3 very fragrant. Our seed is unsur- 
5s Finest: mixed, the best 
Vo greenhouse varieties. Pkt., 10c. 


Cineraria 
As will be seed by the illustration 
from a single plant, the Cineraria is- 
a wonder for wealth of bloom and 
symmetry ot form. 
LARGE FLOWERING MEXED, Pkf., 10e. 

A beautiful rapid climber with delieate, dark 

green foliage, and an abundance of bright star- 
in the bright sunshine is a mass of beauty. 


FOUR O’CLOCK, [larvel of 
Everyone knows this fa- 
Pkt., 5c. 
Chrysanthemum - 

A handsome plant, with strik- 
: ing and brilliant flowers, bloom- 
eurlous and interest-|ing till late in the autumn, when 
it is in full glory; 
double and singie flowers of yari- 
ous shades; very attractive for 
Sometimes 
called ‘Painted Daisies.” Hardy an- 


Single Annual, [lixed. Pkt., 5c. 
Crimson and Deuble Annual, Mixed 


Started early, this fa- 
vorite flower can be 
produced from the seed, and will 
flower the first season. Finest mixed. 


Gaillardia 

(Annual varieties.) Very showy 
garden annuals, i toe 2 feet high: 
Grown in masses they are especially 
eifective; large flowers, 2 or 3 inches: 
aeross, produced from early sum- 
mer until frost; mnrivailed for cut- 


Heliotrope 
A well-known, profuse flowering|fiowered straim ; and= 
and deliciously fragrant plant that} many brightand.beautifulcolors 
CONE ee end bee oedding and markings. 
or pot culture.-’ Can be easily raisec 
fr6rn seed, but should be startea | >Unilower 
early in the house. - Half hardy} plant arevery ornamental, and 
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rge, bell- 


FOX-GLOVE 


Candytuft (Iberis) 


Among the most useful of perfectly hardy 

annuals. Will grow in any soil, requires no 
. care, and produces neat clusters of flowers 
very freely. 

EMPRESS. A beautiful, pure white va- 
riety of branching habit, producing trusses’ 
of flowers. Wecanmrecommend this for a 
fine bed of early white flowers. Pkt., 5e- 

FINE MIXED. Including many colors. 


Pkt., 5c. Bont lden fl ich 

¢ . rig golden Howers, ric 
Calliopsis velvety and orange colors in 
choicest mixture. Pkt., 5c. 


A class of very magnificetits 
Cockscomb attractive and showy an” 


nuals, producing massive heads, of rich. 
shades and colors, of great effectin the gar- 
den orin pots. Welladapted to our climate, 
as they will stand drouth well. 

FINEST MIXED. All colors; 2ft. Pkt:, 5c.. 


Cosmos 

MAMMOTH PERFECTION. Seedsownin 
April or May and transplanted to open 
ground will produce plants 5 to 6 feet high 
by September, and from then till November 
will be covered with hundreds of blossoms 
3 inches across, resembling single dahlias. 
All eolors mixed. Pkt., 5e. : 

HYBRIDUS TIIXED. -A choice mixtureof. 
all colorsand sorts.. Pkt., 4e. 


Wiss 


producing 


Wy i 
HELIOTROPE - 


Sweet William 
FINEST MIXED. Hardy plants: 
about one foot high; of extreme 
richness ‘and variety of color, and 
also deliciously sweet-scented. 
Our mixture 1s ofthe, large 
contains 


PkKt..0C. | 
Some varieties of 
this well. known 


are effective in proper .situ- 


FINE MIXED. Choicest varieties|ations in»shrubbery borders or 
mixed; 18-inch. Pkt., 5c. 


as screens;  Pkt.,/ 0c: 


Discounts In spite of our very low prices by the packet,we still offer flower seeds in packets only tothe amount of $1.25 for $1.00. This 
discount does not apply to collections of seeds nor w seeds by weight or measure. All flower seeds are sent free by mail on receint of price, 


/ 
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RATEKINS DOUBLE HOLLYHOCES, 


Nasturtium (Dwarf) 


One.of our showiest and most popular 
annuals, forming compact plants, making 
gorgeous masses of rich colored and bril- 
liant flowers. 

KING OF TOM THUMBS—Intense scar- 
let flowers, with rich dark foliage. Pkt., 


5c. : 

CLOTH OF GOLD—In striking contrast 
to the above, the foliage is a clear, bright 
yellow, while the deep scarlet flowers add 
much to its beauty. Pkt., 5c. 

FINEST TiIXED—Many varieties and 


colors. Pkt., 5c. 
FINEST MIXED TALL NASTURTIUSI— 
Many bright colors. Pkt., 5c. 


Pansy. (Heartease) 


The pansy is the most popular of all 
flowers grown from seed. It is everywhere 
popular, both for the brilliant beauty of its 
flowers and the long continuation of bloom. 

FAUST OR KING OF THE BLACK—Deep 
cool black, coming constant from seed; a 
group of this variety presents a fine appear- 
ance. Pkt., 5c, : 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


FLOWERS 


Allour seeds of this beautiful plant have been saved 
from the finest and largest double flowers only and will 
produce flowers extremely double and in the best, bright- 
est and most charming colors. Sow early. Double, Pkt., { 


Hollyhocks 


5c. Single, Pkt., 5e. 


Hibiscus 
Robust garden annuals; 


Hyacinthus Candicans 


Giant summer-flowering Hyacinth, of robust growth, & 
producing spikes 3 feet long, of white bell-shaped flowers. 


5 feet. Pkt., 5c. 


Ice Plant 


Pretty summer annual trailer for vases and rockwork; 


—Continued > 


large saucer-shaped flowers ff : 
of creamy yellow with purple center. 2feet. Pkt., 5c. 


SSS 


leaves covered with ice-like drops. Much used in Europe 2 BS) 23 = 


for garnishing. 4%foot. Pkt., 5c. 
Larkspur (Delphinium) 
Plants of great beauty, rich- 
ness and endless variety of col- 
ors, with great duration and 


profusion of bloom. 
DOUBLE FINE MIXED—Many 


varieties and colors. Pkt., 5c. _ 
Lantana 
Rapid-growing, constant 


blooming, tender perennial 
plants for pot culture in the 
= winter or garden decoration in 
the summer; clusters of flowers, 
orange, white, pink, ete. 2 to 3 
feet. Mixed colors, Pkt., 10c. 


Marigold (Tagetes) 

A free-flowering plant of easy 
culture, with double flowers of 
rich and beautiful colors, pro- 
ducing a splendid effect, whether 
planted in beds or borders; and 
# continuing in beauty until de- 
“Sstroyed by frost. MHalf-hardy 
annuals. 

AFRICAN MIXED—Best double 
colors, two feet. Pkt., 5c. 

LEGION OF HONOR—Dwarf, 
compact, with dark-green, fern- 


velvety brown. 


and crimson, beautifully striped. 
PEt., 5c. 


spikes of flowers. 


SWEET SCENTED—(Odorato)—The old variety, 


very fragrant. lfoot. Pkt., 5c. 
MIGNONETTE, MIXED—Many {varieties. 
5c. 
Morning Glories 


FINE MIXED—A mixture of the old varieties. 


Pkt., 4c. 
Moon Flower 
FINEST MIXED—PEt., 5c. 


Pansy 


WHITE OR SNOW QUEEN—Flowers of 


a delicate, pure satiny white. Pkt., 5c. 

FINE MIXED—Fine varieties and colors 
mixed. Pkt., 5c. E 

Petunias 

Indispensable flowering plants for both 
garden and pot culture, flowering continu- 
ously. They flower in a few weeks’ time 
fromseed. Height about 1 foot. 

SINGLE, FINE [MIXED—White, crimson, 
pink, striped, blotched, etc. Pkt., 5c. 

Phiox Drummondii 

We invite particular attention _to the 
large flowering as especially fine. Hasy of 
culture, eighteen inch. ardy annual. 

ALBA—Pure white. Pkt., 5c. 

FINE MIXED—All varieties and colors. 
Pkt., 5c. ‘ : 
DRUMMONDII—This variety isa profuse 
bloomer, and of great value for bouquets. 
PEt. 6e. 

Portulaca 

In brilliancy and beauty of colors Por- 
tulacas are unrivaled. They delight in 
sunny situations and light soils, where they 
rapidly carpet the ground. 


Mignonette (Reseda Odorato) = 
This fragrant little plant is probably the most = 
popular annual grown. If the plants are thinned - 
out they will grow stronger and produce larger 


Pkt., 


Nhe 
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Double and Stngle Petunia 


like leaves; rich golden-yellow marked with 
I Blooms abundantly from 
July until cut down by frost, lbinch. Pkt., 


Sc. 
DOUBLE FRENCH, MIXED—Yellow, brown 
1 foot. 


i 
DOUBLE PORTULACA. 


FINEST SINGLE MIXED—A great va- » 
ricty of colors. Pkt., 5c. 

DOUBLE ROSE—FLOWERED [IXED— 
Unsurpassed for brilliancy of color and | 
great beauty. PEt?, 5c. i Pe 


Ricinus (Castor Oil Bean) 


Ornamental plant. of stately growth 
and picturesque foliage, with brilliant. col- 
ored fruit. producing a sub-tropical effect ; 
fine for lawns, ts 

ZANZIBARIENSIS—The largest castor 
bean in cultivation. An entirely new class 
from Africa, with leaves often measuring 
two feet across, some being light green, 
others bronze brown. Pkt., 5c. 

FINE MIXED—The best and choicest 
varieties mixed. PkKt., 5c. — ae 


- Wallflower 
Greatly prized for their exquisite fra- 
grance. They grow in long, brilliant color- 
ed spikes of flowers. There are many varie- 
ties. Plants removed to pots in autumn 
will produce an abundance of delightfully 


fragrant flowers. 
DOUBLE VARIETIES MIXED—Pkt. 10c. 
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ALL COLORS MIXED. 
This is also a very 
good mixture; 
contains over 
twenty varieties 
and will furnish 
fine flowers all 
through the sea- 
son. By mail, 


er lb., 40c; 44 


0z., 15c3 lb 


ps 


— 
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FLOW ERS—Continued 
SWEET PEAS 


There is no annual grown that is more popular, or that is more admired 

by all than the Sweet Pea, with its dainty colors and delicate perfume. 

To succeed best they should be sown as soon as the ground 

can be worked in spring, and when well up given bush or 

strings to support them. Ifallowed toform seed they will 
soon stop flowering and die down. 

BLANCHE Gee Popular pink and white. 
+, O0C. 

BLANCHE BURPEE. A new, large white; one of the finest 
yet produced. Pkt., 4 
ECKFORD MIXTURE. This mixture contains over forty 
\ varieties, including the novelties of 1900 and other choice 
Varieties. By mail, postpaid, per lb., 55c; % lb., 


PEt: 4c; 


c; 0z., 15¢; 1b., 50c. 


3 4I30c; 4 Ib. 15c3 oz., 10c; pkt., large size, 4c. 


14lb. 25c. 


a iy Th. 25e. 
Yj BARGAIN 


variety. 


Blanche Ferry. 


A lb., 20c. 


WILHELMINA. Very large and _ perfect 
shaped flower; white, striped with bright 
rose carmine. PEt., 4c; 2 0z.,10c; % lb., 
15c; 1b., 45c. 


LADY PENZANCE. Orange-Pink, wings pure 
white. Pkt. 5c; oz., 10c; % lb., 20c; 
lb.; 50c. 


FANCY MIXED. .A very choice collection of 
the newest and best large flowering Sweet 
Peas. Parties who want everything good 
and want to grow them with the least 
amount of care should grow our mixed 
seed. A better mixture can not be bought 
anywhere at any price. Pkt. 5c* 0z., 8c} 
Ywlb., 15c; 1b., 50c; postpaid. 


NEW DWARF OR BONFIRE. (Large flowering’ scarlet sage.) 
A splendid new sort blooming much earlier than old variety. 


Pkt., 10c. 

Stock (Ten Weeks) 
The Ten Week Stock is one of the most popular, beautiful = 
and important of our garden favorites; whether for bedding 
_massing or pot culture, it is unsurpassed, either for brilliancy 
or color, exquisite fragrance, or profusion and duration of = 
bloom. » Hardy annual. ; ; : 

NEW LARGE FLOWERING habit dwarf, with magnificant spikes 
of very large double flowers of all colors; mixed, eighteen 
inches. 5c pkt. 


Verbena 

A well-known favorite, and is valuable for bedding on \W 
pager of Ee DEM Babi , blooms eevely eon fee 
and i8 more healthy and makes larger an ardier plants Y 
than if grown from cuttings; requires a very rich, mellow \‘G Sv 
soil. Half-hardy perennials. 2 

ALBA Pure white, a desirable variety for florists or for 
the cemetery. Gc pkt. 

EXTRA CHOICE MIXED. Seed saved from the finest collection 
of named sorts. 7c pkt. 


Violet (Viola Odorata) 


_ Well-known fragrant early spring blooming plants; thriv- 
ing best in the summer in ashady situation, in arich, deep 
soil; seed takes from 3 to 6 months to germinate. 


SINGLE MIXED. Blue and white, pkt., 10c. 

WIST ARI A One of the most popular hardy vines, climb- < 
0, ing to a height of fifty feet or more. Itis“S 

perennial and easily grown from seed. Of luxuriant and 

rapid growth, bearing in the spring immense panicles of 

purple flowers produced in great profusion. Pkt., 10c. 


SPECIAL OFFER We want your neighbors, as well 


j : : as yourself, to test our seeds, and 
will make it an object to you tointerest them. Secure orders 
from your friends for four Surprise Collections, and remit 
us $1.00 in payment thereof, and we will mail you an extra 
collection for your trouble. If goods are not as represented, 
return them and we will refund your money, 


MIXTURE OF SWEET PEAS. 
d ourselves with large 
stocks of some of the best named 
kinds and we have taken a few 
hundred poundsandmixedthem, 
Zz Bargain [lixture Sweet Peas, 

prepaid, lb., 30c; 4 1lb., 12c; 


pkt., 4e. : 
EMILY HENDERSON. Earliest 
blooming standard pure white 
It begins to flower 
nearly assoon as the Extra Early 
Flowers of 
snowy whiteness, with reflexed 
standard. Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 


COUNTESS OF RADNOR. One of the handsomest, standard 
richlavender mauve, wings lighter. Pkt., 5e;o0z. 10c; 


CUPID. An unique novelty, of dwarf, shrubby growth, 
therefore desirable for b i 
freely produced. Mixed colors. 


edding. Flowers pretty and 


Pkt., 5c; oz., 10c; 


EMILY ECKFORD. A superb, large 
flower of rosy heliotrope color. 
Pkt., 5¢; oz., 10c; 4 1b., 20c. 

EX. EARLY BLANCHE FERRY. Harli- 
est of all. An improvement on 
Painted Lady. a hand- 
some and a profuse bloomer. 

MAID OF HONOR. An exquisite 
variety. Flowers daintily shad- 
ed light blue on a white ground, 
and boldly edged with a narrow 
border of deep violet. Pkt.,4c; 
4 1b., 15c;3 1b., 45e. 

MARS. Crimson scarlet. Pkt., 
4c30z., 8c;%41b.,15¢31b.,45c. 


SPECIAL COLLECTION 


of Sweet Peas; there is no other flower 
whichis grown so extensively, or oneso pop- 
ularasSweet Peas;wehave madeupaspecial 
collection, so that every one may try our 
different varieties; you may _ select one 
packet each of all of the named varieties of 
Sweet Peas, including 15 varieties, for 35c; 
this collection is:worth 60c; don’t fail 
to include it in your order. 
Salvia (Flowering Sage) 

The Salvia is one of the most beautiful of 
all flowers; the brilliant spikes of the scar- 
let flowers produce for months a dazzling 
effect. Of easy culture and fine for mass- 
ing and bouquets. Pkt., 10c. 
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FLOW ERS—Continued sata 2 


Wild Flower Garden ; 

‘MIXTURE OF CHOICE HARDY FLOWERS— 
The introduction of these has proved a most marked 
success, and is becoming more popular every year. 
The “Wild Garden Seeds” are a mixture of the dif- 
ferent hardy flowers, thus insuring, on account of 
the different seasons of blcom, something new 
almost every day. Thismixturecan be used to good 
advantage with little expense and labor for the 
“Children’s Garden.” There is great need of a spot }//4 
in the garden that the little cnes can call their own, (/ GB; Y 
where sweet flowers of easy culture can be grown 
for their own special enjoyment, as this will cultivate 
a love for the beautifulin nature. They are also very 
useful to sow along roadsides, fences and untidy 
spots of ground. Sow thinly. Price: Pkt., 5c; 
6 pkts., 25c. 


a 
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, a "Zinnia (Youth and Old Age) 
iN) Plants of great beauty, of 
branching habit, and splendid 
; brilliant colored double flowers : 
,. begins to bloom when quite 
small. Easy of culture; thrives 


"WILD FLOWER COLLECTION ' in any good soil. Ha rd y 


DOUBLE CHOICE MIXED—Finest large flowering varieties, three feet. Pkt. , 5c. oe a 
TOM THUMB—These Dwarf Double Zinnias produce compact dwarf bushes, varying from six to 12 inches in height and baba six 


pas coe budgie, coming mostly true from seed. Plants are very free flowering and continue in bloom until destroyed by 
°3 


Special Collection for th Ladies 
Price Very Lw FLOWERS FOR. EVERYBODY No Trouble to Select 


; Consisting of one full sized packet each 
} of Bans ity ish MSeICE ED. Aster, all kinds 
ig mixe yssum, Antirrhinum, giant, mixed 
40 for $1. 00. Com= colors, Balsam, choice mixed, alliopsis, Can One Dollar be 
episen Waye, Ranivtete. nce mixed, ,Chry- 
ike santhemum, mixed varieties, Canary Bird 
Flower, Canna, Crozy mixed, ‘Cockscomb, 
plete Garden Collection Calendula, Cypress Vine, Dianthus, allkinds Better Invested rh 
mixed, Eschscholtzia, Geranium, Grass = 
Pink, Godetia, Gailardia, Heliotrope,. Holly-. 
hock, Larkspur, Morning Glory, Mignonette, Marvel of Peru, Ice Plant, Nasturtiam, Imperial, pela fine mixed, Portulaca, Grandi- 
flora, Pansy, Imperial German, Poppy, all kinds mixed, Phfox, Grandifiora mixed, Ricinus, Sensitive Plant, Salpiglossis, Variveined, 
Sweet Peas, Perfected Mixed, Sweet ae Mian, Scabiosa, Stocks, Dwarf German mixed, Verbena, choice mixed, Zinnia, fine double 
mixed. Total 40 packets for $1.00 


Consists of one packet each of Consists of one packet oe of 
Sweet Alyssum, Aster, Balsam, Bar aif Collection Aster, Balsam, Cypress Vine, Esch- 
20 for 50c Candytuft, Convolvulus, Cypress ? scholtzia, Mignonette, Petunia, 
s 3 
Vine, Canna, Cockscomb, Dianthus, I for 2 3 cents. Ve end and Vinnie” OK ae 
Popular Larkspur, Ice Piant, Mignonette, 
Nasturtium, Petunia, Pansy, Poppy, Consisting of one packet each 
Collection Phlox, Sweet Peas, Sunflower and Our 10 cenit of BalsderpGabdytuft,.Piaks: Mign- 
Zinnia. Total 20 packets for 50 Trial Collection. 
cents. : onette, Pansy and Sweet Peas. 


THESE COLLECTIONS CANNOT BE CHANGED OR DIVIDED 


rae” YOUR ATT ENTION, PLEASE! We want to make these collections popular with our customers, and can assure you 

all the varieties named in them are desirable; and the seeds are just as fresh, pure and 
good as any ever offered. The varieties in the different collections do not duplicate with each other. AN EXTRA—In addition to the 
sorts named we will send free with each collection one packet of some desirable new variety whichrismnot listed in our catalogue this 
year. 


Harlan, lowa. Eskridge, Kan. 
Ratekin’s Seed House: From the potatoes I purchased from Ratekin’s Seed Toes: Your seeds which I purchased from 
you last season I won first premium at the Shelby County Fair, you last season gave excellent satisfaction. L.R K Lane 
which netted me $15.90. I also displayed seven other vegetable 
seeds, of all-of which I purchased | seed from you, and was 
awarded first premium on five of them. I most heartily recom- ; Hoss, Towa. 
mend every one to plant Ratekin’s Seeds. C. W. HopxIns. Ratekin’s Seed House. 


Patancon sane Dear Sir: I got.asplendid stand of your Pride of. Nish 
Dear Sir: The garden seeds I purchased from you grew well, | Grew well, and think will make about45:bushels to the acre. 
and all were true to name. A. B. KInyon. well pleased. . - se 7 r a: Cc. D. ae 
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NURSERY STOCK 


Nothing is more healthful than fruit, and nothing moreeasily grown. 

No farm, garden or city lot is complete without a few fruit trees and 

small fruit plants. It is essential that you secure good plants and trees 

in order to grow good fruit. We aim tosend out only the very best 
stock, which with necessary care in planting and cultivating will surely 

give satisfactory results. The following prices are all for first-class 

stock, carefully packed and charges prepaid, except where otherwise 


~ 
OB Re 


noted. Wifty or more of any variety at the 100 rate. Orders for nursery 
stock must amount toat least 50c. Ask for special prices on large orders, 


sending list of wants. 


And should there be any other fruits not listed in our catalog, give 
us a list of what you want and we will quote you, as weare in position to 


supply you with any and all kinds of nursery stock grown. 


HARDY GRAPES IN VARIETY 


(All Two-Year Vines) 


AGA W AMi—Berries large, of bronze color. 
Bunches of good sizeand form. Each, 12c; 10 
for 90c; 100 for $7.50. 

BRIGHT ON—tThe best grape in its color 
for table use. Bronze black; ripens. with the Del- 
aware. Each, 12c; 10 for 90c; 100 for $7.50. 

CONCORD —One of the best old sorts. 
Bunch and berries large; color black, with a rich 
bloom. Each, 10c; 10 for 70c; 100 for $6.00. 

DELAW ARE—Red; bunches compact; 
berries small, sweet. and of the most excellent 
flavor. Each, 15e; 10 for$1.00;100 for $9.00. 

EATON-—Equal to Concord in growth, 
health, hardiness and quality. Superior in size. 
Each, 15c; 10 for $1.00; 100 for $9.00. 

GOLDEN POCKLINGTON-—Very 
large; deep amber in color. One of the most at- 
tractive grapesgrown. Each, 15c; 10 for $1.00; 
100 for $9.00. 

GAERTNER—Beautiful light. red, rich 
bloom; fruit sweet and tender. Each, 15¢; 10 
for $1.00; 100 for $9.00. 

LINDLEY—Bunch medium; arich shadeof 
red; tender and sweet, rich flavor. Each, 15c; 
10 for $1.00; 100 for $9.00. 

MOORE’S DIAMOND-—A grand 
white grape; first quality fruit. It ripens very 
early. Each, 35c; 10 for $2.00; 100 for 
$17.00. f 

MOORE’S EARLY-—Resembling the f& 
Concord somewhat, but ripening two weeksearlier. Mill! 
Each, 20c;.10 for $1.10; 100 for $8.50. 4 

MARTHA-Greenish white. Each, 12c3 
10 for 90c; 100 for $7.50. 

MERRIMACK—Large berry; jet-black; 
fine quality. Ohne of the best. Each, 15c; 10 for 
$1.00; 100 for $9.00. - 

NIAGARA—A grand white grape; hardy, 
fine quality. This is unsurpassed in its color. 
Each, 12c; 10 for 90c; 100 for $7.50. 

SALEM —A splendid coppery red grape, 
ripening with the Concord. Each, 12c; 10 for 
90c; 100 for $7.50. tris 

WARDEN-Black; very juicy, large size; early. One 
of the grandest grapes for family use. Each, 10c; 10 for 70c; 
100 for $6.00. 

WILDER-Anexcellent variety. Berries medium: bunches 
large; color black. Each, 12c; 10 for 90e; 100 for $7.50. 


SPECIAL OFFER for S175. arr Grapes 
CURRANTS 


LONDON MARKET—A new currant of great merit; a 


sure cropper. It’s by all means the most profitable currant to grow. | 


It is a good grower, an-early bearer, enormously productive. 
Two-year plants. 


FAY’S PROLIFIC—Fruit large, bright red,and of . 


good flavor; less acid than Cherry, whichitis rapidly supersed- 

ing. Two-year plants. , 
LARGE RED CHERRY-—A most, popular market 

sort. Bunches large, berries very large, bright, very acid. . 


WHITE GRAPE —The largest and decidedly the best - 


white variety, and one of the best of any for the home garden. 
BLACK NAPLES—4A fine black currant and a general 

favorite. Two-year plants. 
Prices for any of above Currants: Each, 15c; per 10, 

$1.25; per 100, $10.00. ie 


DEWBERRY se 


LUCRETIA-— The best dewberry yet introduced for this 
Section. Berries much larger’and better in quality than black- 
berries. Each, 15c; doz., $1.25, prepaid; by express, 
‘per 100, $3.00. 


SS 


My 


GRAPES 


GOOSEBERRIES 


JOSSELYN—A new variety of gooseberry of superior 
merit. Very large, hardy, productive. Regarded the best. Be 
sure to secure one or more plants of this variety. Each, 35c; 
doz., $2.'75, prepaid. 

PEAR L—One of the most prolific. gooseberries known, 
very hardy, entirely free.from mildew. One of the best of re- 
cent introduction. Ea.,25c;doz., $2.25, prepaid. 

INDUSTRY-—tThe best English sort yet introduced in this 
country. Each, 25c; doz., $2.25, prepaid. 

DOWNING AND HOUGHTON-—Each, 20c; 
doz., $1.25, prepaid. 


BLACKBERRIES 


This is said to surpass any blackberry yet intro- 
Rathbun duced... Berries very large and sanerie quality 
and an intense jet black. Each, 25c; doz.,; $1.50, prepaid. By 
express, per100,$3.50. ; 
Erie Very productive... Fruit large and of fine quality ; makes 
a very attractive appearance on the market. Each, 20c; 

doz., $1.25,'prepaid. By express, per 100, $3.00. 
‘ . This .isregarded as oneof the hardiest 
Ancient Briton blackberries and. especially adapted to 


‘Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota., Each, 15c; doz., $1.00, pre- 
‘paid. By express, per 100, $2.25. 


Ee This.is one of, the»searliest.. blackberries 
Early Harvest yet introduced,. a. .compact,..stalky 
grower; fruit medium.size and. firm quality... Very attractive. 


-Ea.,15c;doz.,$1.00, prepaid. By express, per 100, $2.25. 


Sn rider Extremely hardy and very productive. Thestand- 
y 4. ard:sort for the west. ch, 15c3; doz., 75c, pre- 
paid. By express, per 100, $2.00. 
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RATEHEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, SHENANDOAH, IOWA. 


INDEX TO CATALO 


VEGETABLE SEEDS 
Page 
ANISGs ce ie siriwiss eisimsroce.o need 65 
MPI CHOKESapicea ewe toes os eas: 30 
ASPREBERN snes os peces ~vecs 36 
Beans: ooesaene ee OT Amaia 37, 38, 39 
BeetSicitvie nsec see 39, 40 
Broccoli or Kale............-. 48 
Cabbareical =... seen. - 41, 42 
Carroteiices. 2 cs. tases 43 
CauliflOwer-.. so 6 43 
Celery....2-:. See 44 
Colleetions: .2A..57.25248 35 
COrngpapecesss aes acess 47 
Corn, sweet.:........0...- 46, 47 
CUCHBRIDEL Sosee Cee ee ewok 45 
Di Ra eae ee 65 
Keg plant. . sates: stew acces 47 
GEDS .sae: Saas Soe ve ee eee 65 
Horse Radish Roots...... ....65 
Kale or Broccoli.............. 48 
KohPRapico ices once oe 48 
Tesi. sons Jap TN gel GE Aes 48 
J bei i eee See ep pee 48, 49 
Melon, Musk..............5 5 
Melon, Water.......... 51, 52, 53 
Onion........ , 5d 
Qnion: Sets-23.3 Ss eee 
Parsleyec: SS. ois Ole 55 
PAPSHID.. «6 oc «svc emcee wees 
CAS Oca ee eee 57, 58 
Peanuts... Prete, 
Pepper..... . 36 
Potatecessiess FS es 29, 30 
Pumphitisegecc sci  ces cks 58, 59 
Radisless > tees. 2 een at 59, 


60 
Rhubse se. 


! 


Page 
Rutabagas®. .... 5...... rome: 65 
APCs. Sol eeeh cae ae 2 aE 65 
SEO ETS eee See Seas cee eee ..61 
DPIRACH See Swe oc aR 61 
Summer Savory..:........... 65 
Sanashesscnnsnccce™.. 0... 61, 62 
"ER YMG 2 Sete acne fo aei sie «os 65 
MWh. eR 5 
Tomatoes 62, 63, 64 
(Sn es 64 
FARM SEEDS 
VM GRs dn Sa. rs 33 
ATtIGNHORGSihe sae :... .... 0s. 30 
Beans: 22). -eese. ........10, 11 
\: Barley: tegreeee. «2... 25, 26 
IRI GAG TASS os. Sao ss 32 
Broom=Corn:2.:s.. os. .s  et 
Bromis Inermis............... 31 
Batcow Neste: oc. secccsees 26 
Gane seed: 22.5 ss :..27 
Carrots, stock: -.. ........ 2.2% 26 
Pisverge 4. Oe ae ee ee 
Corns Field. : 3322 sees ae 8 to 22 
Cow: Peas: ti SS 26 
Plaix278e Sa 26 
Grass Seeds. 31, 34 
Kathir Corn... . 2s. 27 
Lawn: Grass. . >. sespes ws 34 
Mangies. . 2.2.03... hemp cu <9 27 
Millet...- 82, 34 
2a. SS <2, 20 
Peas, Field..... .. 26 
Pencelarink. ce. .cne i eS. 28 
Pop Corn Sead 
Potatoesicir srs 2. 29, 30 
Bumpass... c. ..: Pee 27 


| Page 
ss Rapesoouts ao iddae Sea trs 28 
Ry G@rices oF «6.2 sect bee -t0! 26 
Sorghum 65203 apghoe. tev = 5 27 
Spelitericns: 35.2 Bivag ess - 24 

b Sugar-Beets. 0. . /06. 00+ tweet 27 
f= Sunflower «22 c- -2 25 i460 teeters 28 
AW eat Sic - Saige oe o Pilevane <5 25 

| FLOWER SEEDS 

INGOTS cc «8 oe cas ee ae 66 
AP CTAULIM: cans sas cr we pcae ete .66 
Aly SSuiM a. veces ssicns asc tec 300 
ARTA E DINU ..cosicta cee voce cores 66 
Asters.3..c. 35. SoS ERE ee So. 66 
Bachelor Button.............. 66 

|. Balloon Vine.. .2..5 SA82A45.. 66 
bP SRAISAM cc cos ewe cas 6 coates shies 66 
MMS ANID. ans Ceo vole cine an oe Bee tenes OO 
E. Galceolaria.. ..22 i029. fa 7 
mcCandytuft ....24: 0254: <8: 67 
PuBPMTIODSIS...>... <5. die ees oon a COZ 
pOernabion. «.<.ceuiva tak SS 67 
m@astor Beans, 23Gb 5a alee. 67 
Smeraria.. -. 2.2 ce Aen EOE DEBT 

S ollections. ©. ...ps<se~% Etep.- due 70 
COSMOS: <2 one sare or abe ee ae 67 
Goxcomb= .22.. (2) <i@ saad. 67 
Crysanthemum,.............. 67 
SGHress Vine... 2.2 cine ame ce 67 

Fe MEREI Tc 55 owe cores roe Cae 67 
EY (8.05 Sash cee ee ee 67 
i GbIerBRINIUM =. 005 - sen eos eee 68 
Pewee US... soo. So ae GL 
Forget-Me-Nots...............67 
HNoxmelove: . 2. 6t3 fc: Fe 67 

TBO BiG] TEST Sere ere as Ons Puce oA 67 


FREIGHT RATES 


| 
| 


F Page 
Geranium. «i651 siento. 67 
Gourds: 2:5. 05 ta Sse es ea ee 67 
GrasseS.; :.o\ishteliscgeeee tie: 31 
Heliotrope:: «vies 16d. Seba. 67 
Hibisensi«-<: <1 tien siete: ..68 


Hyacinthus-Candicus.. ......68 


Ice Plant.c.agse is ee 68 
Lantana, viene aed cas te che 68 
‘Larkspur... ise mics Seeees alee 68 
Marigold ws; eines see be rei 68 
Morning Glory...............68 
Moon Flower....... 22... ceee! 68 
Nasturtivim: «:. stig: oes ete 68 
Pansy. 2. ...scee suien ee eee ee 68 
Petuniasi. 2 43-3. 2 eee 68 
Phiox.s .3.8.282. 4 hte 68 
Portulaca. 2. 2cc8: ask eee 
Racinus—Castor Bean........ 68 
Stocks....6s Sg ig lea es 60 
Salvia.......:.. Se id Geaeeeas 69 
Sweet Pease .... se sa casees dec wn 69 
Sweet Williams............ ..-68 
Special Collections........... 69 
Sunmlower: . ace eee ee GE 
Verbena * 4.22 eee 69 
Wall Plowere os oe FS ie. 68 
Wild Flower Garden... .....70 
Wistatia....02i 1. -A98.5,. 0a .69 
Zinnia, St oN ASE. 70 
) NURSERY STOCK 
Blaeckberries.................. 71 
Currants 23>. eee eee 71 
Dewberries.. 7.5.2 22.25.20 St 
Gooseberries..........2. 2.05: 71 
Grapes? {U. JSAiT 6 .aRke Se 71 


All heavy seed is sent by freight, and to give an idea as to the rate our customers have to pay, we have secured the freight rates 


given below. No shipment is made for less than 25 cents for each road 


shipped over. 


Corn, oats, wheat, barley, rye, buekw. 


heat, 


potatoes, artichokes, etc., take fourth-class rate, while seed, millet, cane seed, and smaller seed take third-class, which is a little higher 
than fourth-class. The following is the rate on 100 pounds, fourth-class, from Shenandoah, Iowa: 3 ie 


ARKANSAS 
Hittie dROG=.. 2. Ses -wmces $0.83 
Pine Blufi 220 = nee cee een 
Ft. Smith....... .......-..5. yi 
Cee ee oe alee 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento -.. s.. sse.0 25s 1.90 
CANADA 
Torontoscieen sc Leeceweoes .D3 
COLORADO 
DeONVere 5. 5.5 cepa eases avi 
Teadyille . hs on ck ok cecen es cs « 1.45 
GEORGIA 
Waconia: ose ts aa eee 1.09 
SS SMANITUERS Sooo ss cie ax cee A eg 
IOWA 
Council “Bhits 2. os. . osc. 11 
Aba soos sees 1644- 


Chariton.... ae SPE 13 


Burlingetone.. 7.03 Ges. .3 «on 
CGrestensd. 223. bars sal, . ocd 
Oftam Was ae. ANeS3S7. 2 EI 
Des MOMES es ss Seo ec eeceene SEs 
Sioux City. s2%<hsneom. nest 28 
Kort) Dodge at? 2 ho. .osed.s: 31 
Cedar Rapids............... .33 
OSKAIOOSS a5 oienie-+ ere tbisine dorres 
ILLINOIS . 
WINGY .. hI Has 8) FEE 27 
COP sae see wccaateeien te wae -29 
SprineuGlel-..sj.ceccac-c ese 29 
Streator -.....:28 6.4.06 2 # oe 
Galesburg .: =... Atee.k £m 2 27 
‘ Chica goriaas. zs-4 4565 Weve Sele tem rae 
CRAM PAI ETS ooo sis. clases wean «D2 
Murpheysboro ...........5.- 48 
INDIANA 
TMG TAMENONS cre: ons mee nace a .43 
WiVANSVING. ao scsch. oh ry oon nnes .44 
WESWaAyVBCs cers ence ee ote se 
49 


KENTUCKY : 
Louisyille.........-..-. esis : 44 
KANSAS 
Bim por iss. sacs es. Svs ac sok .5O 
Popelwaseaee 5 Ss eee ss > BT 
Great Bend .63 
in WrONeGS.. 2s... csasese~< 37 
Atchison.........-. ee 22 
Dodge City <3. csccc =: sons 82 
Ft. Scott... ic 02ee eee css 04 
Olathe 2h coc. 2x - ee « ae 
Coffey ville). o<: 2 <-2iaeeeacae st 
Beloit. 3238... bees < 56 
MISSOUR 
PICGHARy Ss << ectues eats ees So 
KieansaS iby a; wae. cs setiewcus 22 
Springfield .0..0..-.5...02555 59 
Str Meus. 2% .2 7. B os. ec 27 
SIN OLE h aes Oi eae a 
Carthage >. 2.25 ase 47 
Kirksville: 2322028 Fo 8 2 
‘Poplar Bluff: 269 222722 54 
Jefferson City..-........... 49 
Sedalial:.en:-.27 we #58 < 45 
Hiberaless. eiatiies.. 70 se8. -45 
Bismarele . iitev owns. 167 
MINNESOTA 
Worthington............5..5. -40 
Minneapolis.-...........+..--- 32 
IMOOEROAG.-250 5.02 oneen es ek .66 
Dulnth: 4 .. BOE. 2A “8% 
Bramerd:. o.e-A RA 2.255... -5D 
Granite Falls................ 47 
MONTANA 
Helenai.v S02 = SRS BSS 1.60 
Billings 2722229039. 7.29 1.50 
MISSISSIPPI 
JACKSON... Pie). - 212: 86 


Munere:s.. 229 Be ee 


_—___+- ——_— 


ge NEBRASKA 
= Grand island..........<..:.- .40 
Peer OOue.-. soso wes ee te -42 
Hastings -40 
GES a 7 
Beatrie@. ss. 26). SSG Re .o8 
ABBOOUIA Ss cos, eo EA: ray 
Oniathae. eee... RE: 15 
Hroldreaee.....¢oc[.-ca28 r5}3) 
ae. oc ceca e -secee HS 
Broken Bow ..... sfewe [otciejcs -Dt 
PIGRIVOIDY ...- ogeyd {5-005 4 58 
North Platte............... .65 

NORTH CAROLINA . 

Belerch....,..... foetes Sue 91 

NEW YORK 
New York....: 208. Of 222 £67 
BuilalOisencs.< een coe ee 
BID ANY oop «nin cates epamarta = een (O 
SYTPACUSOS. oe rene ie eer ae. Ol 

NEW MEXICO. 
SantaWe .w01 ne at SHAS 1A? 
NORTH DAKOTA 
WAPEO cco c sare s een cee tie aa .66 
Bismarck...... ..... ee ate 76 
Devil's Pake..2 fee .96 
Grand Forks. .% 3.7 3-.i.& - 66 
OHIO 

Manshcetdd =" te 8 ae 
Colhtambus. on. cetce sce ieee -48 
CINCINNATI Sh Se oe ce eee bay 
Tolede@2k.. -2.3 ses wees 
Clevelandtt. Jai. A128 .50 
Fanesville. <2 OIE SE IL 51 
Canton S45 occ ace eae 

OKLAHOMA 
EU RENO. ceasken cao ase etee .90 
Guthrie is - ee e seeee .80 
Oklahoma City............. .90 
Woodward: 5.2..-232 5 62. 90 


~ OREGON 
Portland: &..i07i). -.aeata- adn 0 
‘Salen: ..:988 .: inet s--< 2.05 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Pattebmngicd «4 dss scosesey 63» 
Harrighuresat (.7.« asses 66° 
Philadelphia..........2...-+- -65 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Sioux Wallis... $2.74 <-...-, 240 


TVPON . 2.08 0S eet Sala ae 60. 
Watertown _.60 
Pierre.2 . 23. a ee eee 
Meatnwood. .ct=+.. es eee 1.10 | 
Rapid City.......-...2..--:- hall 

TEXAS 
Houston. ..07..T2 eat Dees. oF 
Kt. Worths.... wens 5% i 97 
Austin... oF 
Dallas. ... 3% + cc seee: Sees oF 
Haredo. .. +o: aacuce eee Lag 
WYOMING 
Cheyenne...... .......46-..5 A) 
BHOriGgHn.. ... <:5- 3 ose. ee fs 
WISCONSIN 
5 rg Go Or pa ee = 

adisoh? 4.26. St a 2 
Green Bay ...........0.5.... 32 
Milwaukee...........ecceeee 32 

WASHINGTON 
Walla Walla................ 2.00 
__ TENNESSEE 
Memphis |. :2 3254 SORES. . 62 
Nashvillet.S32.2. Sit 64 - 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Columbia ........ ...1.09 


Our Grass Mixtures for Permanent Meadows and Pastures are the Best 


tion to our permanent Meadow and Pasture mixtu 
a judicious selection and mixtures of several 
tained with only one or two kinds sown alone, 
requirements of any season or soil that may occur, 
yield obtained as well as of a much better quality. Don’t fail to read 
to seed and we will give you the benefit of our experience. 


| In this closing eae a we 

* want to especiall 

res which will be found on page 33 of this book. It is a well establi 
varieties of grass and clover seeds will produce a much larger yield than can be ob- 

for in a larger variety there cannot help being at least several kinds that meet the 

and several varieties sown together cover the ground very closely and a larger 

page 33, and in ordering tell us just what kind of land you want 


eall atten- 
ed fact that 


ee ee ee ee 
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THE NISHNA VALLEY 


GREATEST CORN GROWING DISTRICT IN THE GREATEST CORN STATE IN THE UNITED STATES, 


. Shenandoah 1s located on the line between Page and Fer- 
mont counties, which are in the extreme south-. 
west corner of Iowa. It is the greatest corn growig Section in 


the world, and because of the ccntral location and pre- 
dominance of Shenandoah, the two counties are frequently 
referred to as the Kingdom of Shenandoah. It is the very 
heart of the great Nishna Botna River Valley. 

The city has 5,000 inhabitants, is on the great Wabash 
railroad, and on the main line of the Keokuk & Western, 
known asthe “Burlington Route.” on the Red Oak and Lincoln 
line of the C. B. & Q., Burlington System, thus, giving 
Shenandoah the benefit of three trunk lines ‘centering into 
Omaha, Kansas City, Chicago and St, Louis and other 
intermediate points. 


Page County And the “Great Nishnabotna Valley Have 


long ago became famous throughout the United 
States, if not the world, forthe corn and other pee it grows. 
Its location, climate and soil all unite and combine to the: most 
perfect growth and maturity of the finest corn the world can 
produce. As far back as 1880, and before all its broad prairies 
were broken and brought under the magic hand of man and 
the plow, the county of Page. 22x24 miles square, produces 
the enormous and unprecedented yield of Six MILLION Two 
HUNDRED THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND THIRTY-Two 
BUSHELS OF INDIAN CORN, as shown by the United States 
census report—over three hundred and twenty bushels of corn 
for each inhabitant, man, woman and child, resident in the 
county at that time. This is equal to the combined corn 
product, the same year, of the following states: Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut 
and in addition equal to morethan any one of ten other states. 


-REFERENCE TABLES 


Welght of Various Articles 


Potatoes, “ ; 


right. 


QUANTITY OF SEED REQUISITE TO PRODUCE A GIVEN NUNBER OF PLANTS AND SOW AN ~ACRE 


Quantity per acre 


Quantity per acre. 


J 011) Se eee Si Sie tae ne 48-lbs.| Artichoke, 1 oz. to 500 plants..........--..... 6 oz.| Grass, Orchard, Perennial Rye, Re 
GerCrICd irene ee 22 “ Asparagus, 1 oz. to 800 plants....-2......1. 1b. Top, Fowl Meadow and Wood 
Barley... ... ces Asparagus Roots PES iG et, 1000 to 72500 eddow. 2 ee Ye oe 22. 
20 1 ay PAGO} Sl batley ic uum oes Ce Pa ee eee 2% bu. END eae ee ee 
Buckwheat. .-48 “ | Beans, dwarf, 1 pint to 100 feet ofdrill1 © eigese Radish Roots 
Blue Grass, Kentucky.........14 oa Beans, pole, 1 pint to 100 hills... % ‘ | Kale, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants:..<......../.... Bi oz. 
English...... Bas Wy. ia Beet, garden, 1-0z. to 100 feet of drill..7 Ibs, Kohl Rabi, % oz. to 100 feet of drill. 4 Ibs. 
BES a tae ee ee of 290 “ Beet, Mangel, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill_5 Leek, % oz. to 100 feet of drill.._...22.2: ee ee 
Canary Seed... a: 60 ‘“ | Brocoli, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants... 2 02. Lettuce, ¥% oz. to 100 feet of drill....... 3 ‘ 
Clover Seed........222..0...5...... 60 “ Brussels Sprouts, 1 oz.to 5,000 plants2 <* Martynia, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill..... 5 ao 
Corn, field, shelled==..-_.. 56 “ Pic bwea rt a Ur eee = ee % bu.| Melon, Musk, 1 oz. to 100 hills... 1 to3 ¥ 
Omeate = Sa 70 Cabbage, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants._............. 2 OZ. Melon, Water, 4 oz. to 100hills 1% to 4 2 
“* sweet, sold by meas- Carrot, % oz. to 100 feet of drill... 2%4lbs. | Nasturtium, 2 oz. to 100 feet — drill 15 ts 
ured bushel. Cauliflower, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants ....:.... 2% OZ. Okra, 1 oz. to 100 feet of drill __........ 8 ea 
CormiMeale 4 ie Ss. #50) * Gelety 1 oz. to 15, 000 plants Sas Jae sit Fc 2 “| Onion S Seed, % oz. to 100 ft. of drill 4to5 
ranberries 2. 8 40 “ HACOR ye ies a ie seen ee 4 lbs.} Onion Seed, for Sets...._.....-. 28: 40toso0 ‘“ 
Dried Peashes yale Mind er Ee a 28" Gigcen Wiebe and White Shee pase 6% Onion Sets. 1 quart to 40 feet of drill 2 bu. 
Hilaxe Gee dns ee 56 “ Clover, TPuceme: (le ae to.25..¢ Parsnip, % oz. 100 feet of drill ........... Ibs. 
Fowl! Meadow...................----- D Peas Clover, Crimson Trefoil....__... iG to15 “ |Parsley, % oz. to 100 feet of driil.. 
Wenip Seeds 2-2-2 44 “ | Clover. Large Red and Medium...8 to 12 ‘| Peas, garden.1 pt: to 100 ft.of drill, ue to3 bu. 
EAVES APIA ooo. oe cae soccen 48 “ | Collards, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants _............. 2 Peassheld: to ek ee a 2 
BURT LOp ee sae Prieto Prt 50 “‘ Corn, rice (shel led) Sie ees oh Cle ieee 2 ats. Pepper, 1 oz. to 1,500 plants ............... 3 Ze 
C2 tae Sein oe kee ae 32° Corn, sweet, % pint to 100 hills ........... 6 “ | Pumpkin, % at. to 100 hills ...... 3to4 = lbs. 
HIGHS ete eS 54 ‘ Cress, % oz. to 100 feet of drill"... 5 pi Hadish, 24 oz.to 100 feet of drilll0to12. “ 
Orchard Grass.......... pilots = Ee 14 Cucumber, 1 oz. to 100 hills.__........ 1to3 ‘“ 
OSage Orange. ois. Foi. 33.5 Beg Pl ant, 1 oz. to 2,000 plants ............ 4 oz 
eae. Pites ee e e: 50 “ | Endive, %’oz. to 100 feet of drill... 
Peas, SuiOotha 2460s 60: —|) Plax, proadeast:..5 esa Ie 
Wiittkled...)) toc = 3. 56 “ Garlic, bulbs, 1 Ib. se aw feet of drill... 
Perennial Rye ........-...0.222 20h Gourd. 2 oz. to ; 
Potatoes, heaping measure..60 es Grass, Blue, Squash, See ace 4 oz. to.100: Piliee 
SRANG ooo etre ees, ee eee 50 Grass, Blue, English Squash, Winter, 8 oz. to 100 hills...... 
IRV Cree eye ey sc seusele y: Sia eee SG: elt Grass, Hungarian and: Millet Tomato, 1 oz. to 4,500 plants ............ 1 oz. 
Red Top. ‘prseem tse da) Grass, Mixedl, Tobacco, 1 oz. to 5,000 plants............ 
Salt, coarse... ens .....50, “ | Grass, Red Top, Fancy Clean...... 6 to 109, Ibe} “Turnip, 1 oz. to 250 feet of drill_1to3 Ibs. 
Michigan). >... 232: 56‘ Grace Timothy == u. Vete a ee OE ae 2° - bu. 
Sweet Potatoes..................... 56 < 
imothy Seed...._...20..00... S - “ 
IER 1 1 1 fc te aE eS ne en 58 “ 
Wheat eae a 60 “ LAST WORDS 
our, per Met See 196 <3 
Salt per bbl. 280 “al. eee - ERRORS. — We make them, sO does everyone; and we will cheerfully correct 
ng WEIGHT PRR CuBic Foor. ‘| them if you write tous. Try to write us good naturedly; but tf you can not, then write 
,we Ce 46 bes 
Corn, on E65 if bin. hres ee IPS.) as anyhow. Our best efforts will be put forth in filling all orders carefully, and with the 
Wheat, in bin additional room and facilities we hope to get along the coming season wetcur an error, 
Oats, 


and make 1906 the banner year. 
‘ When you sow, you want. to reap, not sparingly, but bountifully. Thet i is eternally 


It is our honest and earnest endeavor to furnish you with onty ane live, vigorous seeds, so that your crop may be 
generous—yes, bountiful, We believe that if any seeds can produce good yields and fine specimens, ours can, and we 


earnestly solicit your orders, which will have our careful and prompt attention. 


RATEKIN’S SEED HOUSE, 


Sincerely yours, - 
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